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Ministry, Prayer, Vision, People, Excitement – The Pastor’s Life at Work 

 It’s hard to believe that seven months have passed since I 
became pastor of St. Amelia Parish in September 2017.  

 Each day passes quickly, as they are filled with such a 
myriad array of experiences  -  celebrating the Eucharist, mo-
ments spent with the school children, meeting with parishion-
ers for the Annual Parish Meeting, celebrating funerals for the 
deceased loved ones of the parish, participating in social 
events of the parish like Pot O’ Gold and Sunday Doughnuts, 
and to an array of daily committees and meetings with parish-
ioners and staff.  

 St. Amelia’s is a large, exciting and vibrant parish, and 
together we are going to make it even better. I want to thank 
all of the parishioners and staff for the great support and guid-
ance they have shared with me. It is of such great value that 
without it, I would be lost. 

 So  -  what lies ahead in the upcoming months? Recently, 
the celebration of Holy Week was a wonderful experience of 
our faith community, as we embraced the awesomeness of the 
Sacred Tridium.  

 Father Sibby presided over the Holy Thursday Liturgy as 
we celebrated the institution of Priesthood, witnessed the ex-
ample of service, as twelve parishioners’ feet were washed, 
and everyone participated in the Lord’s Last Supper as we 
shared in the Eucharist.  

 On Good Friday, 
Father Sean Paul presided 
as we proclaimed the Pas-
sion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, venerated the 
Cross on which hung our 
Savior, and received Holy 
Communion.  

 On Holy Saturday, 
Father Sibby presided as 
we witnessed the bless-
ings of the Easter Fire and 
the lighting of the New 
Paschal Candle, followed 
by the singing of the East-
er Proclamation - Exultet 
by Father Sean Paul.  

 In the darkness of the 
night, we ventured for-
ward to listen to a lengthy 
Liturgy of the Word, as 
we heard about Christ 
rising from the dead. 

Next, our celebration brought us to the experience of the sac-
raments of Baptism and Confirmation for those who partici-
pated in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and Chil-
dren.  

 We are happy to say that twelve adults and children were 
baptized, five adults were confirmed, two were welcomed 
into full communion in the church, and twelve made their 
First Communion. What a great celebration of word and song 
for our Church and faith, as we welcomed new brothers and 
sisters into our family! 

 I want to share with you the good news of a new ministry 
“Adult Funeral Servers” that we have recently begun here. 
Eighteen men and women have come forward to serve at the 
altar of God, as we care for our deceased loved ones. I am so 
gratified by their service, prayer, and commitment to serve 
our parish family.  

 Another good piece of news is that after an invitation in 
the bulletin seeking donations for new vestments, I can tell 
you that twelve different families have come forward to pur-
chase a funeral pall and twelve vestments in memory of de-
ceased loved one. These new vestments will add to the beauty 
and solemnity of our liturgies. 
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 The month of June will offer us something exciting to 
look forward to at our parish. On June 2 at St Joseph’s Cathe-
dral, there will be four men ordained to the priesthood for the 
Diocese of Buffalo.  

 Since Father Sean Paul’s departure on January 1st, I met 
with Bishop Malone about the need for another priest here. 
The Bishop agreed, and said we will be in the mix to receive 
one of the newly ordained priests in June 2018. What an ex-
citing time for us!  

 Adding to the excitement over the next coming months, 
is the Diaconate Ordination at Our Lady of Victory Basilica 
on September 15th. This group of 15 men will be ordained to 
the transitional and permanent diaconate, including our own 
parish son, Rob Contarin and our Parish Business Manager, 
Bob Warner. I encourage everyone to pray for these men and 
to plan on attending these wonderful sacramental celebrations 
in support of these men. 

 Other important news coming our way is that the Parish 
Council is working on a Parish Pictorial Directory. It has 
been many years since St. Amelia has compiled one, so I ask 
all parishioners to please participate in this project. Please 
watch the bulletin for news about when it will be taking 
place. 

 As we all know, parishioner information and data is key 
to being able to contact one another, and communicate about 
needs, events and so much more. With this in mind, I have 
asked Kathy Christy to head up a committee to go forward 
with a new census of the entire parish.  

 This is a huge undertaking, so we need everyone’s assis-
tance. In the month of April, you should receive in the mail a 
letter, a New Parish Census Form, and a return envelope. 
Please follow the instructions in the letter and if you need 
assistance, please contact us.  

 We are asking everyone to please complete the census 
form with all your information and data in a timely manner, 
and return it back to St. Amelia. This New Census will in-
crease our parish’s efficiency, and hopefully give us the abil-
ity to contact everyone through e-mails, texts or cell phone. 
What would we do without technology in today’s world, and 
in our church? 

 We are entering a thrilling time in the life of our parish, 
as we look to expand our facilities with the construction of a 
Gathering Space. Our new gathering space will be an area 
where the faithful can gather before and after mass to greet 
one another, as well as to hold meetings.  

 It is also in this space that socials of all kinds, funeral 
breakfasts, parish dinners, dances, space for organizations 
and ministry groups plan to work and pray, and so much 
more. The Gathering Space Committee and Architect Thomas 
Kujawa have been working hard, and due to their vision, and 
the promise of funds from parishioners, this Gathering Space 
will become a reality for us.    

 As you can see, besides all the ordinary events of parish 
life - masses, hospital and school visits, funerals, weddings, 
appointments and everything else - my life as your pastor has 
been full. I am so pleased to be your pastor, serving for and 
with you, that I want you to know how grateful I am for all of 
you.  

 Please remember that I am here to serve you, and that 
my door is always open to you. We all need to do our part in 
making St Amelia’s the parish community where people want 
to come and celebrate. “All Are Welcome Here.”   

 May God bless you all. — Fr. Sibby 
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Editor’s Note: After much deliberation, it has been decided to alter the publication schedule of The Ameliorator, in the interests of becom-

ing more cost-effective. This change is in alignment with the overall policy of the parish administration, which is to achieve cost efficien-

cies wherever possible. Following the present April-May issue, each subsequent issue of The Ameliorator will cover a three-month period, 

and will become in effect, a quarterly issue. For the remainder of 2018, that means there will be an issue for June-July-August, one for 

September-October-November, and one for December-January-February. 

 We have a number of exciting and spiritually rewarding 
activities in store for young adults and teens throughout the par-
ish for the upcoming months. 

 Young Adults aged 18-30 will meet  on April 8th to go to 
Our Lady of Victory Basilica for a tour of the basilica and 
grounds, including the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Following that, 
there will be a stop at Wilkeson Pointe, which is part of the In-
dustrial Heritage Trail along the Buffalo Outer Harbor. Bring a 
friend, and join us in the narthex after 11:00 a.m. Mass, so we 
can carpool together. 

 On May 20th, we will go to Devil's Hole for a hike, which 
is in the Niagara River Gorge, followed by a stop for refresh-
ment treats at the atmospheric Silo Caboose. Join us in the nar-
thex after 11:00 a.m. Mass for carpooling, and bring along all 
your friends!    

 For those in High School,  Zero Hour meets for the last 
time this school year on April 8th, and all 8th graders are invited 
to join in on the fun with our youth group.  We meet 
at 7:30pm in the cafeteria for Gospel reflection, activities, 
speakers, testimonies, games, and pizza.   

 Open Gym Nite is also for High School, but 8th graders are 
invited to our last session on April 22nd.  A new game is played 
every 20 minutes, with pizza to follow.  Friends are always wel-
come, or come to make new friends! 

 TPE Connection is a fun-filled youth group for grades 6-
8.  We will meet on April 15th and May 20th for great activities 
and games, with pizza to follow, and you can bring friends.  5th 
Graders will be invited to check out TPE at the May session! 

                Exciting Spiritual Youth Activities Planned for April-May 

       Our Lady of Victory Basilica in Lackawanna, NY 

Wilkeson Pointe in the Buffalo Outer Harbor 

Devil’s Hole in the Niagara River Gorge 
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      SAS School Musical ‘The Lion King Jr.’ Scheduled for April 24th 

 On Tuesday, April 24, 2018, at 4:00 and 7:00 PM, at the historic 
Riviera Theater on Webster Street in North Tonawanda, St. Amelia 
School will present the Disney musical “The Lion King Jr.” 

 Come see some of Disney’s most beloved characters as they jour-
ney from Pride Rock to the African jungle and back again. This is an 
inspiring, coming-of-age tale about a young lion, Simba, who is heir to 
his father’s throne, much to the disdain of his Uncle Scar.  

 Scar is determined that he should be the next king and plots his 
revenge. When Simba runs away, Scar becomes King for a brief time, 
and a dark reign nearly destroys the Pridelands. But with some help 
from his friends, Simba returns, peace is restored, and Simba takes his 
rightful place as King. 

 This year’s musical is being directed by Adam Kreutinger, who is 
no stranger to St. Amelia School. He directed High School Musical Jr. 
last year, as well as several presentations prior to that. 

 Adam is currently an art teacher in the Orchard Park School Dis-
trict, and is very thankful to be able to do what he loves every day. He 
is also a puppet artist, a magician, juggler, balloon twister and painter.  

 He regularly performs in the WNY area, and has designed and 
constructed puppets for T.V., film, and theatrical productions interna-
tionally. He says he is inspired by his wife, family, friends, and espe-
cially his students. 

 The entire cast has been rehearsing for many weeks, and along 
with the leads, there is an ensemble of singers and dancers who have 
been taking dance classes during the school day. There is also a hard-
working crew behind the scenes, learning about the light board and 
sound, and helping with set changes and props. 

     This promises to be an enjoyable production for people of all ages. Pre-Sale tickets are on sale now for $5.00 each and 
can be purchased at the school office. Tickets may also be purchased at the door, on the night of the show for $7.00. For ques-
tions, please call the school office at 836-2230. 

 See you at the show!!!! 

     The Cast of Lion King Jr. 

 

Bailey Blanchard ……………... Rafiki    

Jacob Brenon………………….. Simba    

Aaron Root ……………………. Scar     

Emilio Izquierdo………………..Young Simba   

Elise Waddell………………….. Young Nala   

Evelyn Zent…………………….. Banzai 

Maximillian Riso……………….Timon    

Christopher Wright……………Mufasa 

Troy Lovria……………………..Zazu 

Samantha Tocke……………….. Nala 

Megan Murphy………………….Sarabi 

Madeline Hammersmith………..Sarafina 

Ishita Singh………………………Shenzi 

Jaynee Roussie…………………...Ed 

Ethan Dean……………………….Pumbaa 

 

By Michel Ann Group, SAS Director of Development 

Cast members rehearsing in 
preparation for April 24th. 
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 Planning is underway for the 50th Reunion of the gradu-
ating class of 1968 at St. Amelia School, with the actual 
meeting place set for Caputi’s Sheridan Pub on October 6, 
2018. Caputi’s is located at 2351 Sheridan Drive, To-
nawanda, NY.  

 If you were a member of the 1968 class, or if you know 
someone who was, please pass along the information that a 
celebration is being planned for that time and place. 

 Anyone who would like to help with the planning and 
preparation for this significant reunion is asked to contact 
either Beth O’Connor at ge1126@aol.com or Mark Murphy, 
who can be reached at mmurph954@yahoo.com.  

 It is expected to be a joyful time of reminiscing, shar-
ing life stories and events, picture-sharing, and fun times 
with catching up. Classmates who plan to attend are also 
asked to contact either Beth or Mark with updated addresses 
and contact information, so that any other planning develop-
ments can be passed on. 

 A Facebook page has been setup as St. Amelia Class of 
’68 Reunion, and all new information will be posted there 
for interested parties to see. 

 

 

             St. Amelia School Class of 1968 Planning a 50th Reunion 

                              In 1968 

• The Beatles released ‘The White Album’ 

• Richard Nixon was elected President 

• The Vietnam War was in full swing 

• Bobby Unser won the Indianapolis 500 

• Martin Luther King and Sen. Robert Kennedy were both 
assassinated 

• The Green Bay Packers won the Super Bowl 33-14 over 
the Oakland Raiders 

• The television news program ’60 Minutes’ made its debut 

• The Detroit Tigers won the World Series over the St. Lou-
is Cardinals in 7 games 

• Led Zeppelin made their American debut in Denver, CO 

• 2001: A Space Odyssey premiered in Washington, DC 

• The musical ‘Hair’ opened on Broadway 

• Civil Rights unrest erupted at the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill, and around the country 

 The Bishop's Altar Server Award was established to hon-
or an altar server from each parish for dedication and service 
to their parish. The 2018 Awards Mass took place at St. Jo-
seph's Cathedral, on Saturday, March 24, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., 
with Bishop Richard J. Malone presenting a medal to each 
honoree. Following the Mass, there was a reception at the 
Buffalo Niagara Convention Center, Franklin Street, Buffa-
lo.    

 St. Amelia Parish is proud to recognize Samuel Baker as 
our Altar Server of the Year. Sam is a senior at St. Joseph’s 
Collegiate Institute, and has been serving since his family first 
joined the parish over six years ago.  

 Sam has been very reliable and has a keen understanding 
of the flow of the liturgy, and is able to adapt to unexpected 
changes. He has been a good model and mentor for our 
younger servers.  

 As Sam puts it, “It feels really good to be recognized for 
something that I really care about, and that I put a lot of time 
into over the years”. 

                   Samuel Baker Selected as Altar Server of the Year 

                 Samuel Baker, pictured here with his parents. 
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THRU THE LENS 

Youngsters search for goodies at the an-
nual Easter Egg Hunt on March 25th. 

Participants at this year’s Diocesan Youth Convention, held March 2nd 
through March 4th. 

This year’s recipients of the ‘Manus Christi’ Award (Hands of Christ), which is given to those who demon-
strate exceptional leadership, have been involved in Youth Ministry for at least 2 years, and are considered 
to be living witnesses of the Gospel. St. Amelia’s Emily Ruh, second on the left from Bishop Malone, (from 
the reader perspective, on the right) was presented with this award on March 4th.  
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Young ladies at St. Amelia School show off their 
Easter bonnets. 

Fr. Sibby undertakes the traditional washing of the feet on Holy 
Thursday to demonstrate the importance of service. 

Members of the Buffalo Bandits professional lacrosse 
team visited St. Amelia School recently to provide 
some pointers to youngsters. 



The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, reg-

istered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in 

the geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not 

wish to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com       

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 

2I0 Saint Amelia Drive    Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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   Postmaster:  Please deliver by  April 8th 

     ‘Discovering Christ’ to be Offered at St. Amelia’s Starting April 19th 

 ‘Discovering Christ’ is the first of a 3-part series which 
collectively comprise the nationally acclaimed Christ Life 
evangelization program.  

 During this initial entry into the program, participants 
embark on a 7-week journey that brings them successively 
closer to God each week. This will be accomplished through 
video instruction, meaningful group prayer, and small group 
reflections and discussion. 

 There will also be a delicious meal served each night af-
ter program participants arrive, to feed the body before the 
soul receives sustenance.  

 The objective of this first 7-week voyage is to help all 
attendees have a personal encounter with God, making Him a 
part of your daily life, and preparing you for what is to follow 
in the second and third courses.  

 The program will be conducted on Thursday evenings 
from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m., and the sessions will go from April 
19th through May 31st. For more information, call Brian Ruh 
at the Rectory Office, at 836-0011, ext. 122. 


