
 St. Amelia Church                        January-February 2018                         Vol. 23, No. 1                        Tonawanda, NY 

 The title of this article is 

the same as the title given to a 

talk delivered by Mr. Sammy 

Violante at the Men’s Emmaus 

meeting of December 9th, and 

it is doubtful if a more pene-

trating or powerful message 

has ever been conveyed to 

those men in attendance.  

 During the course of his 

60-minute talk, Mr.Violante 

related how he scaled the 

heights to become the #1 rated 

investment broker in this coun-

try, and then came crashing 

down from those heights to 

rock bottom. What saved his 

life in the end was what he did 

before and after that time of financial fanaticism. 

 Born in western NY, Violante attended Kenmore West 

High School, and there laid much of the groundwork for what 

his life was to become. While spending countless hours at the 

local playground, honing his basketball skills, he became a 

relentless perfectionist at the sport, and he learned something 

crucial about himself.  

 He realized that he absolutely loved mentoring those 

younger and less skilled than himself in basketball, and he 

devoted himself to teaching everyone who wanted to learn. 

That was when he developed a special characteristic that 

caused others to be drawn to him as a teacher, a skill he re-

tains to this day. 

 While he desperately wanted to put those skills to use as 

a professional instructor, he discovered to his dismay that 

teaching opportunities in western NY in the 1970’s were 

simply very scarce.  

 At the University of Buffalo, he earned a B.S. in Busi-

ness Management, and soon afterward he began to learn the 

ropes of investment brokering. By applying some of the same 

personal qualities he had learned early in life, his rise in the 

financial world quickly gathered momentum. By relentlessly 

picking the brains of all the top investment minds in the area, 

and then in the country, he 

found himself in possession of 

an unparalleled accumulation 

of financial knowledge.  

 The drive and determina-

tion that made him a great bas-

ketball player made him an 

even greater investment bro-

ker. He was ranked by an in-

fluential magazine as the #1 

broker in the U.S., he was 

married to a wonderful woman 

who deeply admired his talent, 

and he was literally making 

hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars a year.  

 But there was a problem. 

Enough… just wasn’t enough for him. The relentless drive 

just couldn’t be turned off, and it couldn’t be slowed down.  

 It began to dominate his life, and he became so driven 

that he began obsessing over details, and he completely lost 

control of his ability to channel the energy that burned within 

him. He was finally diagnosed in 1992 with severe obsessive-

compulsive disorder (OCD), and it was completely debilitat-

ing. He was fired from his job, his wife left him, and from 

there, he drifted down further and further, like a leaf buffeted 

about by the winds, before finally coming to rest at the very 

bottom. He contemplated ending his life, and fell into a deep 

funk. 

 And he stayed there for 12 years. Or at least it took him 

that long before a combination of therapy, treatments, and 

hospitals, before he gradually gained an understanding of how 

he had allowed himself to board a runaway train in the quest 

for financial gains. What pulled him out of this murky mo-

rass? He had to do the opposite of what had gotten him into 

the mess in the first place – he had to stop trying to control 

everything. He surrendered, and gave his life up to God. Dur-

ing a time of intense self-assessment, he realized that God had 

literally plucked him out of the frantic world of capitalism and 

greed, so that he could serve God in a much more useful way. 

As he was told at the time, “May the Lord grant you peace in 

a way that the world cannot.” 

                           The 15 Most Powerful Words of All Time 

Mr. Sammy Violante exhorting youngsters to avoid the pitfalls 
which he personally encountered. 
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 On Thursday, November 30th  Bishop Edward 

Grosz  confirmed 81 candidates here at St. Amelia Parish. 

It was indeed a beautiful and moving ceremony, as Bishop 

Grosz took the time to speak personally with each one of 

the candidates.  

 Many thanks to all who made this day possible and 

also made it very special for everyone participating and 

attending.  

 Special thanks to our leaders, Janine Rubrecht, Brian 

Ruh, Maureen Wood, Kim Izard, Karen Butkowski, Karen 

Pelligra, Cheryl Sciria, Jay and Rene Mahn, and Dan 

Boeck for sharing their homes and their faith with our 

newly confirmed young adults. 

              Young Adults Confirmed at St. Amelia’s by Bishop Grosz 

 He realized that what he had loved doing all those years 

ago in his youth, was what God really wanted him to do – to 

be a mentor to those who needed him.  

 Instead of pursuing materialism, Violante now devotes 

himself to teaching youngsters at schools, at homeless facili-

ties, at homes for runaways – anywhere he is needed. And 

what does he teach the youngsters there? He teaches them 

about how easily we can miss what God intends for us amidst 

the pursuit of The American Scorecard, which he describes as 

the way Americans typically evaluate success – how much 

money we make, how much stuff we have, how big our bank 

account is.  

 The reason he tries so hard to reach youngsters is that, as 

he likes to say, “It’s easier to build strong children than it is to 

repair broken men.” 

 Sammy Violante has found that his drive and enthusiasm, 

and his natural charisma still make people want to listen to 

him and learn from him, and he is using that to best advantage 

now. He is trying to impress everyone who will listen that in-

stead of pursuing The American Scorecard, we should all be 

finding our true purpose in life by following our passion and 

combining it with what God wants us to do. 

 And those 15 Most Powerful Words? “Be who God 

meant you to be, and you will set the world on fire.”  

By Elaine Volker 
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 The adventure of being the pastor of St Amelia’s Church 
over these past four months has been hectic and filled with a 
variety of experiences and moments shared with the parishion-
ers. I hit the floor running in September, and the action has not 
slowed down since.  

 I began with an Office Work Day. You may ask: What is 
an Office Work Day? I closed the rectory office for the day 
and asked all employees to report to work in jeans, as we were 
all going to get our hands dirty by cleaning, sorting, throwing 
out, organizing and making the office a more friendly and wel-
coming atmosphere. It was a successful day as the staff 
worked as a team, shared breakfast and lunch, and helped each 
other clean their work spaces. If you have not seen it - you 
should – so come and see the simple but tremendous change in 
the office space. 

 We were blessed in November to have Bishop Edward 
Grosz, DD., the auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo 
come to St. Amelia and celebrate the sacrament of Confirma-
tion with 82 young adults. It was a very prayerful moment, as 
the Bishop invoked the Holy Spirit upon these confirmation 
candidates.  

 During the moment of Confirmation, Bishop Grosz spent 
time with each candidate discussing their confirmation name -
why they chose the name, as well as who their sponsor was. It 
seemed “Sebastian” and “Cecilia” were the popular names 
chosen, Sebastian because he is the Patron of Soldiers and 
Athletics, and Cecelia, who is the Patron of Musicians. It was 
a beautiful celebration of word, song, and the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 On Monday, December 4th, we had a wonderful 
“Evening of Prayer for All involved in Ministry at St Amelia.” 
The evening began with a beautiful Advent Vesper Prayer, 
which involved our organist Dan and the voice of Father Sean 
Paul Fleming. Our guest speaker was Eileen Warner – a mem-
ber of the Christ the King Seminary Staff who reminded us all 
about our roles in ministry, and how we are to live it out in 
word, deed, and action. Father Sean Paul and myself then dis-
cussed the do’s and don’ts, and reminded everyone how im-
portant they are to our parish family. 

 December brought to us the great season of Advent. The 
school children filled the church with music and song as we 
witnessed the St Amelia School Concert and Play. The play 
entitled: “Three Kings and A Baby”, reminded everyone about 
the birth of the Christ Child as all the children participated in 
this great event.  

 On Monday, December 18, we were blessed with the visit 
of Bishop Richard Malone to our school. He toured the halls 
and took time to visit the classrooms, experience technology 
through STREAM, and chatted with the students. Bishop 
Malone concluded his time by celebrating the 10:30 a.m. mass 
with the entire school body.  

 We are entering an exciting time in the life of our parish 
as we look to expand our facilities with the construction of a 
Gathering Space. For most of us, entering our parish church is 
like walking into our home. We know where everything is lo-
cated, the pictures on the wall, the furniture, our favorite seat.  

 Our new gathering space will be the place where the 
faithful can gather before and after mass to greet one another, 
as well as to hold meetings. It is also in this space that socials 
of all kinds, funeral breakfasts, parish dinners, dances, space 
for organizations, and ministry groups plan to work and pray, 
and so much more. The Gathering Space Committee has been 
working hard these past years, and due to their vision and the 
commitment of funds from parishioners, this Gathering Space 
will become a reality for us.    

 On December 9 – 10, Father Sean Paul Fleming an-
nounced that Bishop Malone has asked him to go to Notre 
Dame University to work on earning a Masters Degree or 
Doctorate in Liturgy. When this is completed, Father Sean 
Paul will be a part of the Christ the King Faculty teaching Lit-
urgy, but will also become the Director of Liturgy Office for 
the Diocese.  

 This will partially take effect on January 16, 2018 when 
he moves to Christ the King Seminary to study Latin, French 
and Greek in preparation for ND. During this time, Father 
Sean Paul will be able to assist us by celebrating weekend 
masses here.  

 His studies at Notre Dame will begin in May. The Bishop 
has promised me that Father Sean Paul will be replaced with 
another priest, hopefully by mid-June, because St Amelia’s is 
a large parish and needs more than one priest. During the 
months of January through June, we will be inviting other 
priests to assist me with the daily mass schedule. I will take 
care of all the everyday needs of the parish till a new priest is 
assigned to us. So, I ask you to please pray for Father Sean 
Paul and for our parish during this time of transition. 
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 On Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 12:15 pm, we will hold 

the Annual St Amelia Parish Meeting, at which the various 

committees will give reports on: Finance, School, Outreach, 

Youth, Parish Council, New Gathering Space and more. Fol-

lowing this, I will give a State of the Parish Address to share 

the vision and hopes that I have for our parish. This meeting 

is open to everyone. 

 So, as you can see, besides all the normal day-to-day 

events - masses, hospital and school visits, funerals, wed-

dings, appointments and everything else - my life as your pas-

tor has been full, hectic, and fast-paced. I am enjoying the 

journey, and want you to know how grateful I am for each of 

you. Please always remember that I am here to serve you, and 

that my door is always open to you. We all need to do our part 

in making St Amelia the Parish Community that people want 

to come and celebrate with and in, for “All Are Welcome 

Here.”  

 May God bless you all. 

         Fr. Sean Paul to Depart St. Amelia Parish for Liturgical Studies 

 As you may have heard from various sources, Fr. Sean 

Paul Fleming will be leaving his full-time ministry here with  

St. Amelia’s beginning in January.  

 He will be pursuing an Advanced Degree in Liturgical 

Studies at Christ the King Seminary, Mondays through Fri-

days, and returning on weekends to celebrate Mass with pa-

rishioners at St. Amelia’s. There will also be some invited 

‘guest’ priests helping out with Masses and other parish needs 

during this time frame.  

 All this is at the direction of Bishop Malone, who has 

asked Fr. Sean to serve as Professor of Liturgy at the Semi-

nary, as well as Director of the Office of Worship for the Dio-

cese of Buffalo.  

 This will require Fr. Sean to physically move out of the 

Rectory here at St. Amelia’s and relocate to the Seminary, so 

he can be free to concentrate on the required academic pro-

gram.  

 By June of 2018, Fr. Sean will then continue his studies 

at the University of Notre Dame (pending acceptance into the 

program), where he will pursue either a Master’s Degree or a 

PhD in Liturgical Studies.  

 This of course, means that we will be in need of another 

priest at St. Amelia’s, and Bishop Malone has promised that a 

replacement will be a high priority for St. Amelia parish 

when the next group of priests are ordained in June.  

 As always, when we lose a beloved member of our par-

ish, leaving will be difficult for Fr. Sean.  

 “I love parish life, I love our beautiful parish and school 

here at St. Amelia, and I love all of you. It will be hard to part 

ways when the time comes. Until then, let us continue to pray 

for one another, celebrate our God, and thank God for the 

opportunity to love and serve each other.” 
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             New Format Pot O’ Gold Drawing to be Held on March 11th 

  

  Early Bird Drawings 

   

  12/14  $500, $400, $300, $200, $100 

  1/18  $500, $400, $300, $200, $100 

  2/21  $500, $400, $300, $200, $100 

 

   

  Phase I Prize Schedule   

      

  105 winning numbers  $100 each

  105 preceding numbers $50 each 

  105 succeeding numbers $50 each 

     

   

  Phase II Prize Schedule 

              

  Grand Prize  $10,000    Seventh Prize  $200 

  Second Prize  $5,000    Eighth Prize  $200 

  Third Prize  $2,000    Ninth Prize  $200        

  Fourth Prize   $1,000    Tenth Prize  $200 

  Fifth Prize  $500    Eleventh Prize $200  

   Schedule of Prizes 

 This year there will be a new format to the prizes being 

offered in the Pot o’ Gold drawing, which is scheduled to be 

held on March 11, 2018.  

 In addition to the 105 winners of $100 each for holding a 

winning ticket number, the ‘neighbor’ numbers of those tick-

ets will also win $50. For example, if ticket number 4567 is 

drawn as a winner, tickets 4566 and 4568 will also win on 

that same drawing. The preceding number, as well as the suc-

ceeding number, will automatically win $50, each time a win-

ning number is drawn.  

 The Grand Prize is still the same, at $10,000, second 

prize is still $5,000, and third prize is still $2,000. The full 

schedule of prizes to be awarded is shown below.  

 Early Bird drawings will be held at the Home School 

Association meetings scheduled for December 14, January 

18, and February 21, so buy your tickets early and give your-

self more chances to win!  

 Anyone who has purchased a ticket and has paid in full 

will be eligible to win one of 5 prizes at these drawings, ei-

ther $500, $400, $300, $200, or $100.  

 The drawing for the Grand Prize will be held on March 

11th at the Don Miller Hall at 1:00 p.m. Your ticket entitles 

you to two adult admissions, with refreshments and dinner to 

be served. You need not be present in order to win a prize, 

and only 2,000 tickets will be sold, so your chances of win-

ning are great! 
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THRU THE LENS 

Participants at the annual Hops & Vines event, held on 
December 7th at St. Amelia School.  

Youngsters enjoy the special Thanksgiving Day ‘feast’ at St. 
Amelia School in November. 

On December 18, Bishop Malone visited St. Amelia School, 
and took time to chat with young people about their faith 
and about the value of a strong Catholic education. There 
was also time to explore the adventures to be experienced 
in virtual reality headsets. 
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Moments from the 2017 St. Amelia’s Christmas Play and Concert, 
titled “Three Kings and a Baby”, including members of the Bell 
Choir, the school band, and all the singers, dancers, actors and facul-
ty members who helped make it a huge success.  
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   Postmaster:  Please deliver by  Jan. 8 

Ask the Pastor          

QUESTION: 

I have questions regarding Baptism. Do both Godparents have to be Catholic? Also, what responsibilities does a family have 
if parents neglect to have their child baptized? How does this affect the child? 

ANSWER: 

The Church insists that at least one godparent (male or female) is a Catholic whose primary role remains that of supporting 
the parents in bringing up the child in the Christian faith. Only one male or one female godparent, or one of each sex is to be 
employed.  

To be admitted to the role of Godparent, a person must be 1) a Catholic who has received the Sacraments of Baptism, Holy 
Eucharist and Confirmation, 2) leading a life in harmony with the faith and the role to be undertaken; that is, a practicing 
Catholic who attends mass regularly, 3) mature enough to understand, accept and carry out the duties of being a godparent 
(normally 16 years of age), 4) not the father or mother of the one to be baptized, 5) If married, must be validly married ac-
cording to Church Law, 6) a registered member of a Catholic Church. 

A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic Church may be admitted to serve in the role as a Christian Witness, not a 
godparent, but only with a Catholic Godparent. A Christian Witness must belong to a faith that believes in Jesus Christ. The 
Christian Witness needs to obtain from their minister a letter stating that they were baptized in that Religion, practice their 
faith regularly, and would make a good witness for the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Parents have the responsibility to have their children baptized, but at times they neglect to fulfill this role and responsibility. 
A family (grandparents, aunts and uncles, etc.) cannot have a child baptized without the consent of the parents unless they are 
guardians of the children.  

It would be the responsibility of the family to encourage parents to have their children baptized. If this fails, and as a child 
matures, grows and reaches the age of reason (seven years old), they can then choose to be baptized in the Catholic Church. 
At this time, they would need to receive some form of preparation and instruction about baptism in order to share in this sac-
rament. 


