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               Father Sebastian Pierro Set to Become St. Amelia Pastor 

 Father Sebastian ‘Sibby’ Pierro will join St. Amelia 
Parish as its fifth pastor as of Tuesday, September 5th, 
bringing with him a strong commitment to Catholic ele-
mentary education, as well as 35 years of experience in 
parish ministry.  

 Fr. Sibby was ordained 
in 1982, having graduated 
from Bishop Fallon High 
School and studying Theolo-
gy at Wadhams Hall Semi-
nary in Ogdensburg. 

 Since 2012, he has 
served as senior parochial 
vicar at nearby St. Gregory’s 
Church in Amherst, and is 
very happy to be joining a 
parish which he considers 
just as vibrant and active as 
St. Greg’s.  

 “I’ve heard some great things about St. Amelia’s”, 
he says, “beginning with the energy and commitment of 
the laity, and all the wonderful folks involved with minis-
tries. And of course, everyone knows about St. Amelia 
School being one of the strongest area schools, both aca-
demically and spiritually. I’m looking forward to making 
my own contribution there too.” 

 As a man of faith, Fr. Sibby looks to such personal 
inspirations as Pope John Paul II and Mother Teresa for 
their spiritual leadership, their gentleness, and their love 
of people, which is a quality dear to his own heart.  

 “I’m a people person myself, and I love to share my 
faith with others and socialize with them as well. I care 
very deeply about my fellow parishioners, and will al-
ways place their needs above my own. It’s very important 
to me to celebrate the Eucharist with parishioners daily, 
and to be prayerful at every opportunity, but I will also 
enjoy very much getting to know people.” 

 On the personal side, Fr. Sibby’s mother lives near 
St. Amelia Church, so she may have more frequent op-
portunities to hear her son preach after August. His inter-
ests extend to sports like golf, and to watching the Buffa-
lo Bills, Buffalo Sabres, and New York Yankees when he 

can. He is also an avid classic car lover and restorer, 
owning a ’55 Chevy and a ’65 Corvette convertible.  

 Fr. Sibby’s earliest thoughts about entering the 
priesthood came when he wrote a 5th grade essay about 

his adult career choice. While that 
notion needed time to mature, he 
grew up in a home environment 
where his parents were very reli-
gious, and his family had signifi-
cant involvement with the Holy 
Cross parish clergy, and the Felici-
an sisters.  

 The idea of a vocation did 
keep returning though, and after 
some guidance from his pastor and 
local vocation director, Fr. Sibby 
found himself at Wadhams Hall 
Seminary.  

 There however, he faced a se-
rious challenge to his vocation, suffering from powerful 
feelings of homesickness and separation – until an uni-
dentified friend helped crystallize his thinking by leaving 
a card for him to find.  

 That card contained a brief poem which pointed out 
that the young seminarian would indeed have to leave 
part of himself behind, but that the spiritual riches ahead 
would more than compensate for that loss.  

 To this day, Fr. Sibby uses that inspirational poem 
(he eventually learned the identity of its author), to re-
mind himself that he must diminish in order to make God 
greater. 

 So what can St. Amelia parishioners expect of our 
new pastor? “Well, I love to walk down the school hall-
ways, and pop my head in to ask how things are going. I 
love to be involved socially and spiritually with all the 
good people who are trying to find their way to God, as 
all of us should.” 

 “And”, he adds with a smile, “here’s something I 
think everyone will appreciate – I prefer to make the 
point quickly and economically in my homilies, so I try 
to keep them to about seven minutes.” 
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 When I was growing up,  I was a gifted kid, alt-
hough not in the way that expression is commonly used.  
I was gifted in that I had two Irish-born emigrant parents 
who made enormous sacrifices to make sure that their 
children would have a good education – a good Catholic 
education - and that we would not have to cope with the 
poverty that plagued them in their youth in Ireland.   

 Gifted, in that I had five sib-
lings, who modeled for me what 
it means to be a follower of 
Christ.  

 First was my sister Sally, 
who entered the Sisters of Mercy 
when I was ten years old, and 
who retired a few years ago from 
her position as Vice President of 
the Catholic Health System. But, 
as you may know, nuns never 
really retire.  

 Rosemary, who gave my 
parents their first four grandchil-
dren, and gave me my first niec-
es and nephews.  

 Beatrice, who gladly provid-
ed another six nieces and neph-
ews.    

 Michael, who enrolled in the high school seminary 
as a ninth grader when I was 11. Mike eventually dis-
cerned that God was not calling him to pray for sinners, 
but rather to arrest them!  He went into law enforcement, 
and at age 32 was elected Sheriff of Schuyler County.    

 He was re-elected seven times for a total of 32 
years.  When he retired a few years ago, the people of 
Schuyler County said he was the finest sheriff that mon-
ey could buy. Mike gave me four nieces and nephews, 
and Patricia added another four, for a grand total of 18.     

 And those 18 kids gifted me enormously. We spent 
many happy days, on both sides of the Peace Bridge.  
Campfires and smores at my cottage in Thunder Bay,  
rides and games at Crystal Beach, canoeing on the Wel-
land River and the Black Creek, and baseball games in 
Toronto. I have often thought, “I can manage to live 
without a wife, but I could never survive without chil-
dren in my life.” 

 When I was kid, I went to church frequently, always 
on Sundays, and sometimes on weekdays. I went, as I 
think of it now, out of a sense of duty, but also out of a 

sense of gratitude.  I understood, even at a young age, 
that God had gifted me a whole lot, and going to church 
was one way to say thanks.    

 One Sunday, there I am maybe ten years old, and in 
church, and for some reason I was paying attention – 
which was a bit unusual for me. On this Sunday the Gos-

pel is the one you have just heard: the 
multiplication of the loaves and fish-
es. And the key figure in the story is a 
kid!   

 I saw him as a boy of my own 
age, ten years old, and he was the he-
ro of the story! Jesus could not have 
done that miracle without something 
to start with. And the boy gave what 
he had, which wasn’t much. 

 And I picture the boy, looking  
down at his meager lunch, and look-
ing out at the five thousand people, 
scratching his head, and thinking, or 
maybe even saying to Jesus, “I don’t 
get it. I can’t see how this is going to 
work.”   

 And I picture Jesus saying to 
him, “Just give me your loaves and 
fishes.  Let me take care of making it 

work.” I thought, “If that little kid had something that 
Jesus wanted, maybe I do too.”  I became an altar server. 
That was the first step that led to my ordination as a 
priest in 1968, and ultimately to this day. 

 Some years back, I read the George Bernanos book, 
‘Diary of a Country Priest’. It’s about a young priest 
who serves in a parish in rural France. I read it because I 
was, at the time, a young priest, and I was familiar with 
rural France from my days as a seminarian in Europe.   

 And  I found it tremendously boring. Nothing excit-
ing ever happens. Just the ordinary routine stuff of par-
ish life: Masses, Confessions, counseling, preaching, 
teaching, anointing. And then the young priest contracts 
a fatal disease, and on his deathbed, looking back on his 
life and his ministry, he says, “Tout est grace”. Every-
thing is a gift from God.  I scratched my head and said to 
myself,  “I don’t get it.” 

  

 

 

                                      Father Tom’s Parting Homily  

                                                 Delivered at the Mass of Thanksgiving, June 25, 2017 
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 Our parish has made arrangements with the Augus-
tine Institute so that you, our parishioners, can pursue a 
wonderful course called ‘Symbolon’, at a website enti-
tled ‘Formed’.  

 In addition to the ‘Symbolon’ series, you can partic-
ipate in bible studies, read up on current events affecting 
the Catholic Church, and learn about sacramental prepa-
ration..  

 You can also now enjoy free movies and e-Books, 
listen to Lighthouse CD’s, and view other excellent pro-
grams like the Bishop Barron series on Catholicism.      

 With the ‘Formed’ digital platform, you can create a 
logon that allows you to access ‘Formed’ on your own, 
wherever and whenever you want, using smartphones, 
tablets or computers.      

 To get started, or to just see what this is all about, 
simply go to http://www.formed.org, or you can also go 
to http://www.stamelia.com and click on the ‘Formed’ 
video.  

 If interested, you can then register. Our special code 
for St. Amelia is ‘fa817a’. Remember, accessing this 
program comes with no cost or obligation to you.  

                              Helping Your Faith Become ‘Formed’ 

 Now, as I look back on almost 50 years of ministry 
as a priest, I finally get it. I don’t have to scratch my 
head anymore. I now understand what the young priest 
was saying.  

 Everything is a gift from God. He meant, “I only 
gave my meager loaves and fishes - God made it work”.  
And I say the same. The good that has happened at Saint 
Amelia’s on my watch -  and I believe it is abundant - is 
all God’s doing, not mine. I only gave my loaves and 
fishes. 

 And I think that this is what God is asking of you 
too. A few weeks ago, I reported to you that over 700 of 
our people were involved in some type of parish minis-
try, ranging in age from 7 to 93, and I asked you to con-
sider joining them, and offer your loaves and fishes.   
And almost 200 of you said ‘yes’ to that request.  

 Now, we need to trust that the few loaves and fishes 
we bring will be effective, even if we cannot see the re-
sults, not just in parish life, but in all of life.   

 Father James Martin, S.J. talks about this in his 
book, ‘Jesus: A Pilgrimage’. He says, “We may feel our 
efforts are inadequate. We try to help, but nothing seems 
to work. But Jesus accepts what we give, blesses it,  and 
magnifies it, often in ways that we don’t see, or cannot 
see,  or will not be able to see in this lifetime.   

 God can take any small offering that we make – a 
kind word, a brief visit to a hospital, a quick apology, a 
short thank-you note, a smile – and multiply it.” 

 This is a Mass of Thanksgiving. Of course, every 
Mass is a service of thanksgiving, but today it is special.   
Today I give thanks for my 49 years of priesthood, and 
22 years as pastor of St. Amelia Parish. I am grateful to 
God for taking my loaves and fishes and making some-
thing beautiful from them.   

 And I am grateful to you for your generosity and 
your goodness in offering your loaves and fishes - your 
time, your treasure, and your talent. And I am grateful to 
you for your willingness to accept my role as pastor, as 
spiritual leader. 

 Here is what I mean by that. Recently the school 
children held a prayer service, in which they said to me, 
“Thank you for teaching us. Thank you for inspiring us.  
Thank you for leading  us”. And at the end, I said to the 
kids, “Can you teach someone who does not want to be 
taught?”  “No!”  they said.  “Can you inspire someone 
who does not want to be inspired?”  “No!”  they shouted.    
“Can you lead someone who does not want to be led?”  
“No way!”,  they responded.    

 So I said to them, as I now say to you: “I thank you 
for wanting to learn, for wanting to be inspired, for 
wanting to be led. Thank you for accepting me as your 
spiritual leader.”    
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 When Jesus saw the disciple there and the Mother 
whom he loved, He said to his mother, “Woman, behold 
your son!” Then he said to his disciple, “Behold your 
mother!”, and from that hour, the disciple took her into 
his home.  

 I thank God for the gift of our mother Mary. Jesus’ 
words go beyond simply 
providing for his mother’s wel-
fare - he is establishing a new 
relationship in which Mary be-
comes the mother of us all. The 
beloved disciple stands for us, 
for all of humanity to take 
Mary as our mother.  

 Archbishop Fulton Sheen 
described it this way, “As a 
son, he thought of his mother. 
As a savior, he thought of us. 
So, Jesus gave us his mother. 
“Woman behold your son!” 
Jesus gave us his mother for all 
time to guide us, protect us, 
nurture us and to teach us to 
believe.  

 I have a really special 
place in my heart for Mary. I 
believe that Mary interceded for me as I prayed many 
times for healing and conversion in the lives of my own 
mother and father. Born on May 14, 1928, in Exeter, 
England my mother, Doris was the middle child of her 
family, with two sisters.  

 From what I know, Mom’s family was not inclined 
to religion. Although Mom was baptized in the Anglican 
church and attended Sunday school, I never heard my 
mother talk of ways that the family practiced faith within 
her own home. I don’t believe Mom had a role model for 
turning to prayer as she grew up, and in our own house, 
we never prayed as a family.  

 However, Mom did believe in God. England was at 
war by the time my mother was 13 years old. Later into 
the war years, she met my dad, Bill, an American sailor 
whom she fell in love with. Dad was a nominal Catholic, 
and it was decided that they would be married in the 
Catholic Church. Before the wedding took place, Mom 
agreed to raise the children in the Catholic faith. They 
were married in Exeter, England at Blessed Sacrament 
Church.  

 I really believe that the grace bestowed upon them 
that day, was very much at work at the end of their lives. 
So, Mom and Dad moved back to the States at the end of 
the war, and the enormity of their decision to live as hus-
band and wife began to get real for them. Mom found 
herself separated from her family, and from the country 
she loved. She was expecting her first child, and could 

not have felt more alone.  

 Dad was trying to find 
work and build a future, all 
the while struggling with a 
very serious drinking prob-
lem, which he suffered with 
throughout all his life. Alt-
hough they attempted to look 
like a normal married couple, 
they existed in two very dif-
ferent worlds. Sadly, their 
worlds would only drift fur-
ther apart as the years went 
by - years of never-ending 
arguing, bitterness, pain, and 
anger. My parents were not 
connected to the church in 
any way during this time.  

 As a child, I witnessed 
my parents’ pain, and asked 

God to please help my family. True to her word, my 
mother allowed myself and my four siblings to be 
brought up as Catholics. I attended religious instruction, I 
learned all the standard prayers, and as a young child, I 
attended Mass. My dad would bring us to church for 
Mass, although he would never go in himself. He would 
drop us off, go home, and then come back and pick us up 
at the end of mass. So, there were really no connections 
at home for the religion I was being exposed to, as my 
parents were not church-goers.  

 But as a young adult, I began to trust the Blessed 
Mother with my fears and worries. I had been blessed 
with a husband who always insisted on attending church. 
I began to see the richness of the relationship with our 
church. I wanted to walk with Christ myself, as well as to 
bring Christ to others, especially my family.  

 

 

                                              Behold your Mother! 

                 A Reflection on One of The 7 Last Words of Christ delivered by Rita Zinni on Good Friday, 2016 
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 I really worried about my parents, who seemed so 
cut off from the love of Christ and from the love of 
Mary. I began to pray for them a lot, and I relied on the 
rosary to our beautiful Blessed Mother. These prayers 
were offered up for many years. At the age of 77, my 
dad was diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer of the lungs, and 
he was given only a few months to live.  

 One day toward the end, I received a panicked 
phone call from my mother, about Dad needing to see a 
priest. It was mom’s impulse to make this happen for 
him. Father Don Measer agreed to come and spend time 
with Dad, and to give him the Sacrament of the Anoint-
ing of the Sick. Through that Sacrament, a miraculous 
healing started between my parents. For the first time in 
decades, Dad made reconciliation and received Com-
munion.  

 Over the next few days, Mom and Dad lovingly for-
gave each other the best they could. The grace of the sac-
rament was working to redeem the years of pain, and to 
allow them to clumsily pray for each other’s souls.  

 For several weeks after that, Dad received the Eu-
charist every Sunday. When Dad died, he was given a 
mass of Christian burial here at St. Amelia’s. My prayers 
through Mary were being answered beyond my imagina-
tion. I was learning about Mary’s faithful response to the 

cross - a response of faith in God’s love, no matter how 
impossible a situation appears to be.  

 Almost two years ago, my mom was working in her 
garden, and suffered a fatal heart attack. Like Dad, she 
was given a mass of Christian burial here at St. Ame-
lia’s. There’s really no overstating the consolation and 
the joy that I felt as I experienced the prayers of the 
church, and the intercession of Mary and all the saints 
being offered up for my mother, just as they had been for 
my father.  

 God had been faithful to them, and the grace that 
was poured out on them on their wedding day seemed to 
follow them to the very last days of their lives. Honestly, 
I had often felt that my prayers for my parents were fu-
tile. Year after year would pass with no visible signs of 
change in their hearts. I am still in awe at the turn of 
events at the end of my parents’ lives. I will be forever 
grateful to the church for ministering to them so beauti-
fully.  

 In his mercy, Jesus looks down from the cross upon 
his beautiful mother, and gives her to all of us to help us 
to believe. Jesus knows that Mary’s faith will keep us 
close to him. We can believe in God’s mercy existing in 
the events of all our lives, and we can trust in his saving 
power with Mary.  

                       Reception to be Held for Sister Peggy in August 

 The annual Stewardship of Talent Campaign ended 
on June 17, with some 200 parishioners responding to 
our request to seek out new ways of serving Christ and 
his people.  

 Our theme was “Using God’s Gifts to Do God’s 
Work”.  Respondents expressed interest in all 26 ways of 
serving, outlined in the “ABC” brochure and reply card.    

 During the summer, respondents will be contacted 
and provided with more information on the ministries in 
which they expressed an interest.   

 In addition to the campaign at Church, parish staff 
members issued personal invitations to young people to 
become Altar Servers and Eucharistic Ministers. 30 new 
sixth graders were trained as altar servers.  Fifteen young 
adults, ages 16 to 25, agreed to serve as Eucharistic min-
isters.   

 “It’s great to see so many young people answering 
the call to serve”, observed Pastoral Associate Brian 
Ruh.    

   

 A reception will be held for Sr. Peggy on August 13th, following the 9:00 and 11:00 
masses, in honor of the tremendous contributions she has made to St. Amelia parish during 
her time here. She leaves St. Amelia’s to assume a leadership role in her order. 

 Sr. Peggy assumed the directorship of the Outreach program in 2013, following the 
passing of the late Mrs. Judy Reitz, and has been very active in numerous other ministries for 
our parish.  

 A native of Williamsville, Sr. Peggy has been a member of the Sisters of St. Francis for 
more than 50 years, and holds Master’s Degrees in both Education and Pastoral Ministry. 
She has also taught school for 20 years, acting as a vocation director, and serving in various 
leadership positions.  

200 Respond to Stewardship of Talent Appeal 
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THRU THE LENS 

On Saturday, June 17th, St. Amelia teens work with 
Youth Ministry leader Kathy Waite on the Shred-it pro-
gram. Participants earned credits toward the cost of at-
tending a July youth conference in Steubenville, Ohio. 

Students at St. Amelia School prepared banners and held a ‘Father Tom Day’  celebration in June to show 

their appreciation of our retiring pastor’s many years of dedication to the school, the faculty, and students. 

             Eighth grade students are shown above at the June Graduation Mass, and at the Dinner Dance held in their honor. 
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       ‘Night of Prayer’ Offers Hope to Those Suffering From Addiction 

 On Sunday, June 11th, at 7:00 
p.m., a special Night of Prayer ser-
vice was held at St. Amelia church 
for those struggling with addictions 
of various types, including opioids, 
alcohol, and other substances.  

 Families, friends, and neigh-
bors can be greatly impacted by the 
addiction of a family member or 
friend, so prayers were offered up 
for all family and friends of those 
wrestling with any kind of depend-
ence.  

 The Night of Prayer was orga-
nized by parishioners, with the help 
of the Precious Blood of Jesus pray-
er group, SAS Principal Jim Mule, 
and Fr. Sean Paul.  

 The event was publicized to all 
local parishes, so that people of all 
faiths would have the opportunity to 
seek the solace provided by song, 
silent reflection, and scripture. 

 Many of those in attendance 
were deeply moved by the proceed-
ings, and were comforted by the ser-
vice. Additional services are being 
planned for the future, so more peo-
ple will have the chance to pray for 
someone they know who may be 
afflicted by some kind of addiction.  

 Inquiries about upcoming Pray-
er Addiction Services can be made 
at the Rectory by calling 836-0011, 
and these will be forwarded to the 
organizers.  

 The annual Graduates Mass took place this year on 
June 11. Six outstanding members of the Class of 2017 
were applauded for their accomplishments.   

 Timothy Beltrami graduated from Canisius High 
School.  Achievements include Scholar Athlete, National 
Honor Society, President Ronald Reagan Leadership 
Award, High Honors every quarter, and head of the 
lighting crew for special events at Canisius. Timothy 
will attend Rochester Institute of Technology to study 
Computer Engineering. 

 Nicole Caputi is an alumna of  Cardinal O’Hara 
High School, where she was class president all four 
years. She is also the recipient of the Ken-Ton Friends of 
Youth Scholarship, and Presidential Scholarship at Nova 
Southeastern University in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, where she 
will attend to study Non-Profit Management. 

 Olivia Harvey graduated from Mount St. Mary 
Academy. She was the Executive Secretary of Student 
Council, Co-President of Gemtones, Co-Captain of the 
Dance Team, and a member of National Honor Society.  
Olivia will attend Canisius College this fall to study Ear-
ly Childhood Education. 

 Katherine Manna is graduating from Kenmore 
East. She was a member of Chamber Singers, Symphon-
ic Winds, French Honor Society, High Honors Junior 
and Senior Year, and recipient of a Character Award and 

Deacon Award. Katherine will attend Buffalo State Col-
lege to study Fashion Design & Merchandising. 

 Paige Phillips  is an alumna of Kenmore West, 
where she was a Rotary Medalist winner, a member of 
National Honor Society and Spanish Honor Society, a 
Science Olympiad medalist, and an Advanced Regents 
Diploma. Paige will attend Canisius College to study 
Biochemistry, Math, and Statistics. 

 Matthew White graduated from Kenmore East. He 
made Honor Roll and High Honor Roll, Tri-M Chapter 
council member, Honor Jazz Band, Symphonic Winds, 
All-County Jazz Band, All-County Concert Band, and 
All-State Conference Concert Band. Matthew will attend 
Shenandoah University in the fall for Jazz Studies. 

June Liturgy Recognizes Outstanding High School Graduates 
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   Postmaster:  Please deliver by July 20 

 The annual Holy Name Stag event will be held this 
year on Saturday, July 22nd on the ‘Back 40’, under the 
parish shelter.  

 Starting at 12:00 noon, the festivities will last until 
dusk, and all are invited to partake, whether you belong 
to the Holy Name Society or not. All interested parties 
are invited to join, and any of the Society members will 
be able to provide the necessary information.  

 There will be hot dogs, hamburgers, Italian sausage, 
steaks, beer, and soda served at the stag, all for the low 
pre-event price of $15. Tickets sold on the day of the 
event will cost $20, and may not guarantee you a steak, if 
the supply should run out.  

 Lunchtime food and drink will be served from 12:30 
to 2:30, and dinner will be served from 4:30 to 6:30. 
Everyone is invited to join in on the fun, with horse-
shoes, bocce ball, and other activities planned.  

 For pre-event tickets, or for more information, call 
Red Traina Jr. at 838-4487 or Joe Hayek at 834-3224. 
This is always a well-attended event, offering great food 
and drink, and fun for everyone, so buy your tickets ear-
ly, and come join the fun! 

             Holy Name Society Stag Event to be Held on July 22nd 


