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 There is a good chance that the new pastor for St. 
Amelia will assume office sometime this summer.  

 “Given the importance of the school in our parish 
life, it seems best that the new pastor arrives before the 
opening of school”, Father Tom wrote in a recent letter 
to Bishop Richard Malone.  

 The process of selecting a new pastor is now un-
derway. Steps in the process are as follows:  

 A Parish Profile is mailed to all 
diocesan priests. The profile is a 
two-page summary, providing a 
general picture of the parish, in-
cluding demographic, statistical and 
financial information (this profile 
can be seen on Pages 2-3). 

 Interested priests then contact the 
Priests Personnel Board to schedule 
an interview.  

 Meantime, a Parish Consultation is 
held by members of the Personnel 
Board. This is an open meeting to 
which all parishioners are invited. 
The Consultation asks people 
“What does the Personnel Board and the Bishop 
need to know about the parish, as they consider 
who the new pastor should be?”  

               Selection Process for New St. Amelia Pastor is Underway 

                           Annual Healing Mission to Begin May 9th 

 The popular and peripatetic Father Butch Mazur will return to St. Amelia’s 
to conduct our annual Healing Mission this spring. The three-day Mission be-
gins on Tuesday, May 9. Services at 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. will include the 
Eucharist, homily, and individual prayer for healing at the end of Mass.  Con-
fessors will be available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 A native of Evans, Father Butch graduated from Father Baker High School 
in Lackawanna. He was ordained in 1976, following studies at St. Mary’s Col-
lege in Kentucky and Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora.  He served here 
as parochial vicar for seven years, beginning in 1978. He went on to serve at 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in Orchard Park and St. Stephen’s in Grand Is-
land, before  becoming pastor of St. Gerard’s in Buffalo. 

 Currently he is the Chief Trauma Chaplain at ECMC, and Clinical Assis-
tant Professor of Family Medicine at SUNYAB. 

 “I look forward to returning to the parish where my priesthood was shaped 
and formed,” Father told The Ameliorator.  “I hope to speak from my experience in the healing ministry, working with pa-
tients, family members, and doctors.” 

 After considering the results of the Parish Consultation, 
and having interviewed applicants, the Personnel Board 
makes a recommendation to the Bishop.  

 The Bishop may accept the recommendation, or he may 
ask for alternate recommendations.  

 The Bishop finally appoints the new pastor for a six-year 
term, which is renewable.  

 “Parish members have an important 
role in this process”, Father Tom recently 
noted. “First, they should pray that God 
guide and direct everyone involved in this 
important decision.  

 Second, they should air their views and 
opinions at the Parish Consultation. If they 
cannot attend the Consultation, they can 
send a letter to the Priests Personnel Board, 
795 Main St., Buffalo, NY, 14203.  

 Third, they need to be realistic about 
what they expect of a new pastor. Every 
priest – indeed every person – has strengths 
and weaknesses. Parishioners should affirm 
their priests’ strengths, and forgive their 
weaknesses.”  

 Father Tom will officially retire on June 30, 2017. 
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                     Parish Profile: An Overview of St. Amelia Parish 

COMPOSITION    

The parish comprises roughly 3,000 households, of various ethnic backgrounds, which tallies to about 7,800 individuals.  Most 
parishioners are middle-class, largely blue-collar workers, with some professionals. Many are retired. In 2016, 1,361 house-
holds made financial contributions to the parish.  

 

LITURGICAL  LIFE   

Daily Masses are at 6:30, 8:00, and 10:30 a.m., attended by about 180 people. Visiting priests usually celebrate these liturgies. 
Saturday Masses are at 8 a.m., and 4:30 and 7:00 p.m.  At 4:30, music is provided by Psalm 151, a contemporary music group, 
and at 7:00 by the parish Folk Group.  

On Sunday, the Eucharist is celebrated at 7, 9, and 11 a.m., with childcare at 9 and 11. The adult choir usually animates the 
11:00 Mass, and the Music Director provides music at the 7:00 and 9:00 Masses. Eucharistic Adoration and various devotions 
are in place. A 3-day Healing Mission is held annually. Confessions are heard on Sunday morning at 8:30 and 10:30, on Mon-
day night at 6:30, and on Saturday at 3:30.    

 

RELIGIOUS   EDUCATION    

For children, classes are held during the school year on Tuesday evening and on Wednesday 
afternoon. The Summer School of Religion provides 30 hours of formation during two weeks 
in July for about 250 children grades 4 thru 9, using paid professional teachers.  

Vacation Bible School is held each year in August. High school juniors are confirmed in late 
November. For adults, the Christ Life program is functioning well. Pre-sacramental programs 
and Scripture Study are in place. There are men’s and women’s spirituality groups.   

 

SCHOOL   

There 630 pupils in pre-school through Grade 8. 30% of the pupils come from 36 other Catholic parishes and several other 
faith communities. The school is an integral part of the parish’s evangelization plan. Parish subsidy to the school is less than 
20% of ordinary income.  

The Arrowsmith program is in place for children with learning disabilities, and the school is able to serve children with physi-
cally challenging conditions. About 70% of families with children in grades 5 thru 8 are regularly attending weekend worship 
services. The School Board has been functioning for 30 years, and meets monthly. School parents operate three Bingo sessions 
each week. Financial aid is available. 

 

PARISH  COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES  

An elected Parish Council meets monthly. In addition, there is the Finance Committee, the Facilities Committee, and the Stew-
ardship Committee, which meet regularly.  

 

ORGANIZATIONS  

Alcoholics Anonymous, Book Club, Boy Scouts, Card Flights, Children’s Choir, Cub 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Health Ministry, Men’s Spirituality Group, Women’s Spirituality 
Group, Senior Citizens,  Respect Life Committee,  Holy Name Society, St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, Junior High Youth, High School Youth, Young Adults, Cancer Victims’ Support 
Group, Grandparents Raising Children Support Group, etc.       
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 Principal James Mulé  presents a check for $1200 to 
Cindy Mannino, who lost her young son Anthony to can-
cer in 2009.   

 Since then, the Mannino family has been working to 
assist young people battling cancer, by assuring  funding 
for spiritual direction and counselling. Each year, St. 
Amelia pupils assist in this effort, with various fund-
raising activities.     

Pupils Aid Young Cancer Victims 

 Dan Leonard and Msgr. Maloney display a check for 
$80,997.29, representing the first payment to the parish from 
the “Upon This Rock” campaign.  Dan was the consultant to 
our parish as we conducted the drive in the first half of 2016.   

 Our parishioners committed about $2.2 million, of which 
35% will eventually come back to the parish. These funds will 
help pay for a new “gathering space”, adjacent to the narthex, 
which will be used for fellowship after Masses, funeral break-
fasts, adult spiritual enrichment activities, and other activities. 

Money from the Rock 

FINANCES    

The parish has managed to operate each year on a balanced budget. All diocesan assessments are paid religiously. The John 
Lodge McHugh Endowment Fund provides about $50K each year for capital needs. There are some savings, and there is no 
debt. A Stewardship of Treasure campaign is held each September. The parish raised 95% of its goal in the Upon This Rock 
Campaign, and expects its 35% share to come to about $775K, which is earmarked for a new “gathering space”.     

 

BUILDINGS   

The school was built in 1955, and the convent (now used for Outreach, Youth Minis-
try, and some school activities)  was added a few years later. The Rectory opened in 
1962, and the church in 1971. The Facilities Committee has the task of keeping the 
properties in good repair.  

 

STATISTICS   

In a typical year, we celebrate 52 baptisms, 78 First Communions, and 74 Confirma-
tions. We have around 16 weddings and 110 funerals each year.   

 

FUTURE PLANS    

The parish plans to construct a “gathering space” for fellowship after liturgies, for funeral breakfasts, and for adult spiritual 
growth activities. This is a significant element in the parish’s evangelization strategy. We plan to continue trying to raise the 
percentage of school families attending church regularly. For more information, visit the parish website at www.stamelia.com.    



Page 4                                                            The Ameliorator                                                        Mar-Apr 2017 

              St. Amelia Music-Makers: Bringing Music to the Masses 

 From time to time, the people who bring music to our St. 

Amelia masses have been written about in this publication 

and others, but all of that literature has been about them, ra-
ther than  from them.  

 In this article, we’ll hear directly from members of 

Psalm 151, the Folk Group, and the Children’s Choir, to see 

what it means to them to be involved in music ministry. 

Paul Peterangelo, Psalm 151 

“I believe our ministry is to bring people closer to Jesus through music. Our Contemporary 
worship music invites the congregation to truly know that Jesus is forgiveness and love, and 
we simply must open our hearts to Him. We feel God is working through us when people come 
to talk, and say ‘That song you were singing made me think  -  like it was talking to me’. We 
tell them it was Jesus talking to them through our music.”  

Linda Coniglio, Psalm 151 

“God gives us all gifts, and He gave me the gift of singing. That’s one of the big reasons I love 
it so much, and I love to glorify God through my singing. Even after we’ve performed some 
songs many times, it’s always feels fresh and wonderful the next time.” 

 

Sharon Darisse, Folk Group 

“I think our music is very uplifting spiritually, and I just love it when someone comes up to us and says 
that a particular song touched their heart in some way, and made them want to fully participate in the 
Mass.” 

               Theodora Gerace, Folk Group 

“Our group has changed a lot over the years, because people go through changes in 
their lives, but we have always stayed together as a family – we get together to celebrate a few times 
each year, like at a summer picnic or a Christmas Party. Singing is such a big part of me that I’m almost 
lost without it, and I feel like there’s something missing from my life when I can’t sing.” 

 

Adrienne Morris, Folk Group 

“I’ve been doing this for more than 30 years, and our little Folk Group has become very much like a 
small family – we pray for each other, we help each other, and we raise our voices in song together. 
Our music is very prayerful, and we love the fact that it adds so much meaning to the Mass.” 

Samantha Tocke, Children’s Choir: I get to spend 
time with my friends and hear them singing along 
with me, and it’s just a great hobby to have. 

John Winner, Children’s Choir: The best thing 
about singing in the choir is that it raises people’s 
hopes about Jesus. 

Addisyn VanDewater, Children’s Choir: It gets all 
the people at Mass to sing with us, so we’re all sing-
ing to God at once. 

Olivia VanDewater, Children’s Choir: Singing in 
the choir is partly school work, partly fun, and it’s 
always important, because we’re kind of talking to 
God. 

Adrianna Schmidt, Children’s Choir: The best thing about it is that we express ourselves to Jesus, and thank Him for  
everything He gives us on Earth. Our singing tells Him that we love Him. 
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THE DAY CHRIST WAS BORN  by J im Bishop 

 ‘The Day Christ Was Born’ is the true account of the first 
24 hours of Jesus’s life. This book is a reverential reconstruc-
tion of the people, places, institutions and events associated 
with the first Christmas.  

THE DAY CHRIST DIED by J im Bishop  

 ‘The Day Christ Died’ is about the most dramatic day in 
the history of the world, the day on which Jesus of Nazareth 
died.  

 It opens at 6:00pm - the beginning of the Hebrew day - 
with Jesus and ten of the apostles coming through the pass 
between the Mount of Olives and the Mount of Offense, en 
route to Jerusalem and the Last Supper.  

 It closes at 4:00pm, the following afternoon, when Jesus 
was taken down from the cross. “The fundamental research 
was done a long time ago by four fine journalists: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. The rest has been added in bits and 
pieces from many men whose names span the centuries” - 
taken from the Forward. 

ORPHAN TRAIN by Christina Baker  Kline  

 Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran reg-
ularly from the cities of the East Coast to the farmlands of the 
Midwest. The trains were filled with parent-less boys and girls 
who hoped to find families on the farms and ranches of the 
American heartland. 

 This is a captivating story of two very different women 
who build an unexpected friendship  -  a 91-year old woman 
with a hidden past as an orphan train rider, and the teenage 
girl whose adolescence leads her to seek answers to questions 
no one has ever thought to ask.  

 Rich in detail and epic in scope, Orphan Train is a pow-
erful novel of upheaval and resilience, of second chances, of 
unexpected friendships, and of the secrets we carry, that keep 
us from finding out who we are.  

                      St. Amelia Book Club Reviews A Threesome for Lent 

 Beginning its 8th year, The St. Amelia Book Club, 
which started with seven women and two couples, presently 
has seventeen women, with an average of ten participants 
each session.  

 We meet every 4 - 5 weeks on Wednesdays, after the 
10:30 a.m. Mass in the Narthex Visitation Chapel for approx-
imately 60 - 75 minutes.  

 We have accumulated a list of read books which cover 
topics from religion, novels based on historical facts, biog-

raphy, Civil War, World War I and II, Native Americans and 
many other diverse topics.  

 The books are suggested by our members, and past and 
present St. Amelia priests, with the idea that the person has 
previously read the book.  

 All are invited to attend the meetings, however one rule 
we have is, that if you have not read the book, you can listen, 
but for obvious reasons, cannot not join in the discussion.  

 You can find our selections with dates and times in the 
St, Amelia Bulletin. 
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THRU THE LENS 

On February 2nd, St. Amelia School was visited by President Lincoln and General Ulysses Grant, who talked to students about 
their lives and about the epic events which engulfed the U.S. in the mid-19th century. 

Pre-school children learn how to walk on snowshoes as 
part of the school observance of Catholic Schools 
Week in February. 

The Rince Na Tiarna Irish dancers perform at the annual Irish Appreci-
ation Breakfast on February 26th. Here they help volunteers learn about 
step dancing. 

The St. Amelia School Children’s Choir rehearsing before 
singing at Mass in February. 
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          St. Amelia’s To Co-Sponsor Talk by Evangelist Chris Stefanick  

 Internationally renowned evangelist, speaker, and author, Chris 
Stefanick will bring his Reboot! Live! presentation to St. Leo the Great 
Church on Sweet Home Rd. in Amherst on Thursday, May 4th, from 
7:00 to 9:30 p.m. 

 The program will focus on how the Gospel can be applied to your 
everyday life in ways that are fun, inspiring, and practical. Such topics 
as dating, marriage, parenting, health, prayer, and spirituality will be 
discussed during the evening. 

 Mr. Stefanick promises that attendees will come away with in-
sights into living life much more fully, according to the life plan which 
God has made for us all. 

 Musical guest is Jon Niven, a talented musician and songwriter 
who has drawn thousands of people into closer relationship with God 
through his music ministry. 

 Tickets for the event are $10, and can be purchased from St. 
Amelia parishioners Kathy Waite, Janine Rubrecht, and Ken Lashway. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt Scheduled 

 The annual Holy Name Society Egg Hunt is Sunday, 
April 9th following 9:00 a.m. Mass. Meet us in the cafete-
ria, and you will go to find eggs, plus we will have games, 
crafts, cookie-decorating, and a big chocolate bunny to raf-
fle!  

 Admission is one canned food item, for ages 3 years - 
Grade 3. Teens can volunteer to help by contacting Mrs. 
Waite at youth@stamelia.com.  

 St. Amelia's high school youth group, Zero Hour, 
meets on the first Sunday of each month. On April 
2nd we will have a special speaker, Marie Hardy, who 
will share her story of God's call, and her journey 
through discernment.   

 Gospel reflection, videos, faith-sharing, games, piz-
za, and friends are always included.  We meet in the caf-
eteria at 7:30 p.m., and all high school teens and friends 
are welcome.  

‘Zero Hour’ Speaker Set for Talk 

mailto:youth@stamelia.com


The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, reg-

istered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in 

the geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not 

wish to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com       

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 

2I0 Saint Amelia Drive    Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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     Postmaster:  Please deliver by Mar. 25 

 

Saturday, April  9      Blessed palms distributed at Masses, at 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, April 10  -  Palm Sunday  Masses at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 

         Blessed palms distributed at all masses 

 

Thursday, April 13  -  Holy Thursday Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 

         Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 p.m. 

         Pilgrimage to 7 Churches at 8:15 p.m. 

         Eucharistic Adoration until 11:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, April 14  -  Good Friday   Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 

         ‘7 Last Words’ event at 12:00 noon 

         Liturgical Services at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday,  April 15  -  Holy Saturday Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 

         Blessing of Food Baskets at 12:00 noon 

         Confessions from 12:00 until 4:00 p.m. 

         Easter Vigil at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Sunday, April 16  -  Easter Sunday  Masses at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,  and 11:00 a.m. 

                                                Holy Week Schedule 


