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Some of the services provided by Outreach to the community, 
and far beyond parish boundaries: 

Transportation Assistance – volunteer parishioners provide 
needed transportation to those who would otherwise have no 
way of keeping doctor appointments, making hospital trips, or 
who have other transportation needs. 

Grandparents Support Program – There are currently ten 
people involved in this group, which supports grandparents 
who have been thrust into the role of parenting, because of 
unforeseen parental absences. These volunteers help to keep 
families together, and provide a sense of security to grandchil-
dren who desperately need it at a young age. 

Medical Supplies Loans – More than 300 clients have made 
use of this lending program, in which medical supplies like 
walkers, wheelchairs, canes, commodes, and motorized chairs 
are made available to people who cannot afford the cost of 
purchasing them. 

Infant and Kids clothing – Clothes for infants, toddlers, and 
teens are provided to families who have indicated a need for 
them, but lack the means of purchasing them on their own. 

Visits to the needy – People who are temporarily or perma-
nently confined in hospitals, nursing homes, or are even home-
bound, receive regular visits from Outreach volunteers, 
providing companionship, spiritual support, and simple com-
forts. 

Bereavement comfort – Comfort is provided to families who 
experience the loss of a loved one, in the form of cards, flow-
ers, or books, as a sign of caring and support.  

Christmas Giving Tree – Each year, a ‘giving tree’ is estab-
lished, and St. Amelia parishioners offer gifts through Out-
reach for families within the parish who are in need, but lack 
means. For Christmas 2016, more than 80 families were 
served in this way, and more than 1,500 individual gifts were 
given to area families throughout Tonawanda and Buffalo. 

Christmas Outreach – Throughout the year, Outreach volun-
teers work on projects and gift ideas which are earmarked for 
the Christmas season, and are provided to those in need of 
them. Most of these recipients are homebound, or are in nurs-
ing homes.   

Knitting Ministry – The talented knitters in the parish pro-
duce items like lap robes, gloves, prayer shawls, and hats, for 
those facing some kind of family crisis or extended illness. 

Ministry of Praise – Each month, spiritually uplifting cards 
and letters are sent out to  people who are willing to pray for 
the parish, right in their homes and at their convenience. 

Support for agencies serving the needy - Parish volunteers 
sort and pack up household items and clothing which is target-
ed for the numerous agencies needing them. Many local or-
ganizations are given this assistance, as well as ministries as 
far off as Nicaragua, South America. 

                      Outreach Volunteers Offer Support and Love 

 For the past three decades, St. Amelia’s 
Outreach Program has provided help and 
relief to a huge number of individuals and 
organizations in need.  

 Some of these needy recipients are lo-
cal, but others are as far away as South 
America, so the impact of the program is felt 
far and wide.  

 Although the program began in a single 
small room of the school, it has expanded 
into a much larger operation.  

 Some of the beneficiaries of Outreach 
services include groups as diverse as veter-
ans, hospice care, nursing homes, hospitals, 
and even the City Mission.  

 More than one hundred volunteers con-
tribute their time and efforts to making Out-
reach the highly successful program that it has 
become.  

 With so many agencies and organizations 
relying on Outreach for assistance, there is a 
great demand for volunteers to do all work 
behind the scenes. 

 For instance, paperwork, cutting, pasting, 
sorting, laminating, transporting, ministering, 
visiting, and even listening, are all essential 
tasks required to provide services to others. 

 In a recent report to the Parish Council, a 
number of the most prominent Outreach ser-
vices and activities were identified by Program 
Director, Sr. Peggy Wetzel.  

Director of Outreach, Sr. Peggy Wetzel 
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                              Summertime Activities at St. Amelia’s 

Vacation Bible School 

Summer Learning Program 

Camp Invention 

St. Amelia Day Camp 

Summer Session Religious Education 

Summer session of Religious Education for grades 4 - 9 will run from July 10th 
through July 21st  from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. This counts as Religious Edu-
cation for the year, and is taught by professional instructors. There are still 
some spots available, so interested applicants should inquire as soon as possi-
ble. Check our website for additional information and registration forms at 
(www.stameliareled.com). 

Vacation Bible School is for students entering Pre-K4 through Grade 5, and will be held July 31st - 
August 4th. Cost is $20 per child, and this year’s theme is "Mighty Fortress - In Jesus, the Victory 
is Won!" VBS runs from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon each day, and is a fun day filled with crafts, bible 
lessons, music, and more. Forms are now available online, or can be mailed to you.  Go to http://
www.stameliareled.com/ and look under the FORMS heading for more information. 

“Summer Sparklers” - come ignite your spark for learning! The St. Amelia School Summer 
Learning Camp staff is ready to take on a new group of campers. We are looking for hard-
working students in Pre-K-through Grade 6, who wish to continue on with their Reading, 
Writing and Math skills. This is a fun-filled program which begins on July 3rd, and runs 
through July 21st. Campers report each day at 8:30 and stay until 11:30 a.m. Camp infor-
mation is available at the school office, or you may email Miss Kaiser, Coordinator, 
at kkaiser@stameliaschool.org  

Enjoy four weeks of camp, running from July 3rd through July 28th. Hours 
are 9:00 to 4:00, and participants aged 3 through 12 can attend as many weeks 
as they want, or all four weeks. Camp includes Arts & Crafts, dance, nature 
experiences, water games, sports, computer, stream activities, games, fitness, 
and theme days. Free T- shirts are provided for registration before July 1st. To 
register or ask for more info, call Mrs. Milette or Mrs. Krieger at 836-2230. 
Early Care is offered starting at  7:30, and Extended Care until 5:00 @ $2 per 
half hour. 

Camp Invention will be conducted from June 26 - June 30, from 8:30 -3:00, for 
children entering grades 1-6. This year, we’ll be making our own inventions, pre-
paring a new planet for humans, learning the physics behind high-energy air bat-
tles, and creating a Spy Gadget Alarm Box. Local educators lead a week of hands
-on activities and fun, while learning about science. Discounts are available, so 
register today at   www.campinvention.org  or 800-968-4332. 

mailto:ltolnay@stameliaschool.org
http://www.campinvention.org/
tel:800.968.4332
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Tour de Niagara 

The Christmas in July 5K Run/Walk 

This year, the Tour de Niagara Bike Trek to Canada will leave at 9:00 a.m. Satur-
day, August 5th for Fr. Tom's cottage in Thunder Bay, Ontario. We will spend the 
night, and return the next afternoon. Included are great meals, beach time, a Home 
Mass, games, a campfire, and sleeping in tents. This trek is 19 miles each way, open 
to all youth entering Grades 6-12, and parents are welcome to ride their bike, or 
drive with equipment and food. Details and permission slips can be obtained in the 
narthex and rectory, or by emailing youth@stamelia.com. 

The Christmas in July 5K Run/Walk will be held at 9:00 a.m. on July 29th 
behind the school, with a Kids' 1/2 mile Fun Run at 8:30.  Our race is the 
flattest, and therefore fastest 5K in Western New York!  This is the big-
gest fund-raiser for youth programs, and a truly fun event.  Runners and 
walkers can sign up at score-this.com, get a registration form from the 
rectory, or request a form from youth@stamelia.com. 

Mission Trip Week will be at St. Luke's Mission of Mercy Aug. 7-11.  We will meet 
each morning at 9:00 a.m. at the Lighthouse, and go from there to St. Luke's to volun-
teer, returning at 2:00 p.m.   

Five service hours are earned each day, and participants are asked to bring a bag 
lunch, drink, and signed permission form. There is a limit of 20 teens each day, so 
please sign up and request permission forms at  youth@stamelia.com . Volunteer 
drivers are needed for each day of the Mission.  

Mission Trip Week 

We need many volunteers to make this an enjoyable and safe race.  We take very good care of our volunteers - coffee or 
juice and donuts before they assume their duties, and they join in the party after the race!  If you would like to help with 
traffic (40 people needed), please email alepertine@stamelia.com.  

Party helpers, please email Bmilette@buffaloschools.org.  Babysitters are asked to email youth@stamelia.com.  We need 
volunteers to walk letters around to the neighborhood a month before the race, and helpers with packet pickup on July 
27th and race day.  All helpers are greatly appreciated!   

Wild Wednesdays with Service will continue this summer, be-
ginning July 5th and ending August 16th.  Teens in grades 8-12 
are invited to the upstairs meeting room of the Lighthouse for a 
service project to be done while watching a great movie.  Two 
hours of community service are earned each Wednesday.  

Wild Wednesdays for High Schoolers 

Mission Trip Week 2016 

mailto:youth@stamelia.com
http://score-this.com/
mailto:youth@stamelia.com
mailto:youth@stamelia.com
mailto:alepertine@stamelia.com
mailto:Bmilette@buffaloschools.org
mailto:youth@stamelia.com
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                                               “God’s Glasses”  

A Reflection on One of The 7 Last Words of Christ delivered by Lenore Uhrich on Good Friday, 2014  

 When they came to the Place of the Skull, they crucified 
Him and the criminals, one on His right, the other on His 
left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them for they do not 
know what they do.” (Luke 22: 33-34) 

 Recently, at Mass, I asked God about what I could present 
for this talk. I said a short prayer, something like “God help 
me figure out what to say”, and immediately, in his homily, 
Father Tom quoted this French proverb, “To know all is to 
forgive all”. I could not ignore that as an answer to my prayer. 

 It is so true that it is easier 
to empathize and show com-
passion in a situation when you 
know all the circumstances. 
There is a short video on 
YouTube called “God’s Glass-
es”, which illustrates this so 
well. 

 In the video, we see an 
impatient man going through a 
series of frustrations. He gets 
into his car headed for work. 
He attempts backing out of the 
driveway but has to pound the 
brakes, because there’s a boy 
passing by on a skateboard.  He’s exceedingly annoyed be-
cause he has to wait for this boy every day. 

 You can see the annoyance on his face. Then he gets 
caught in traffic; he’s cursing under his breath because the 
drivers are SO stupid. He finally pulls into the parking lot of a 
coffee shop and some (idiot) woman steals his spot. He imme-
diately labels her the ‘Princess of Parking’ and proceeds to 
make comments about her in his head. 

 Of course, the coffee shop he’s at is crowded, the lines are 
really long, a guy cuts ahead of him in line, and it takes FOR-
EVER for the man to get his coffee. For each situation, there is 
this running commentary going on in his head - all negative - 
about the people he encounters. 

 While he’s waiting for his coffee, a mysterious man ap-
pears.  He hands the edgy man a pair of glasses which have the 
effect of letting the wearer see briefly into the lives of the peo-
ple he’s viewing. As soon as he puts on these glasses, the man 
sees what each person around him is going through. 

 One woman is struggling with her marriage, one man is 
wrestling with addiction, another is grieving the loss of a 
friend, and so on. As this man gains insight into the people’s 
real stories, his perspective is instantly changed for the better. 

 When I saw this video, I thought it demonstrated very 
well one of the major hurdles we have in forgiving people; we 
write stories in our head about anyone that makes us mad…
and we are experts at it! 

 The stories we write aren’t good stories either – they usu-
ally paint the person that offended us in the worst possible 
light, never giving him or her the benefit of the doubt. That 
man in the video was really good at that. 

 Most of the time, I am pretty good at doing that myself. 
For example, when my kids don’t thoroughly complete a 
chore, or when they don’t clean up after themselves, 
it’s obvious that they think I’m their maid. I’m sure they said, 
before leaving crumbs all over the counter that I just washed, 

“I’ll just leave that for Mom. 
She can do that. That’s why 
she’s here.” 

 Or when I am speaking 
to my husband about some-
thing, and he looks at me 
with a glazed-over expres-
sion, as if he can’t process 
what I’m saying. It’s not that 
his mind is focused upon 
something else, it’s just that 
I’m not important. Obvious-
ly, I’m not a priority.   

 Have you noticed that 
the closer the offenders are to 

us, the worse the stories we write?  I wondered why this would 
be. I thought maybe it might be because we know them better, 
therefore we have more material to fuel our stories. Now I 
think it’s because it does more damage when someone we love 
hurts us. The more we love, the more it hurts, and the harder it 
is to forgive. 

 When someone on the street makes a rude comment to 
you, you can usually brush it off, and forget about it. But when 
someone close to you makes a rude comment, you might carry 
it with you for years. If only we could see with God’s Glasses! 
If only others could put on those glasses to see us! 

 As a mother, I pray that my kids get those glasses for 
Christmas. I know that I am doing the best I can in life, and I 
have my own story that explains why I do what I do, why I 
fail, and why I am who I am. They don’t know that story, but 
hopefully they will give me the benefit of the doubt and refrain 
from writing their own stories about me. 

 At the same time, if I want my children and others to 
show me that kind of mercy, then I have to do the same with 
others, even my own parents. Recently under the guidance of 
my spiritual director, and trying to follow the example of Je-
sus’s mercy, I was able to offer forgiveness to my father. 
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 When I was growing up, my father was an abusive, alco-
holic man, and my life was very scary, rough, and unpredicta-
ble. It is quite easy to write a story about my father and dis-
miss him as evil. But I cannot do that if I want to be given the 
same mercy. 

 If I want people to know that I’m doing the best that I 
can, then should I not consider that maybe he was doing the 
best that he could with what he had? I don’t know his story. I 
don’t know how much control he had over his anger or his 
drinking, or anything else he did. It’s not for me to know. I am 
simply called to follow Jesus’s example - “Father, forgive 
them for they do not know what they do.” 

 Jesus’ words were uncannily precise. When I spoke to 
my father, he did not seem to know for what I was forgiving 
him. He muttered some apologetic words about not being af-
fectionate; he did not seem to be aware of the bigger picture of 
the hellish upbringing I had. It was such an awkward situation; 

it didn’t seem like it would be beneficial to remind him of spe-
cific incidents from my childhood. He literally did not know 
what he had done. 

 Jesus doesn’t write stories about us. He doesn’t have to. 
He has the glasses. He made the glasses. He knows and under-
stands our stories better than we possibly could. And he has 
been hurt deeply by us - deeper than anyone has ever hurt us – 
simply because he loves us more deeply than we can possibly 
love. 

 There are undoubtedly many times we have hurt Him 
when we don’t even think to ask for forgiveness… things we 
have done or not done, things we might not even know about. 
Yet He stills offers us forgiveness. What great mercy! In the 
‘Our Father’, we pray “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” If we are hoping that Jesus 
will forgive us in our ignorance, how can we not do the same 
for others? 

The Question Box 

 From time to time I come across the expression, “the priesthood of the laity” or “the priesthood of the faithful”. I don’t 
understand what that means. 

 That’s a great question, and a short question!  My answer is a bit long, but I think it will be helpful. 

 The Jewish people used to anoint three types of people, to show that they had a special function in the community.  The 
priest was anointed because his role was to help people in their relationship with God. The prophet was anointed, since it was 
his duty to always speak God’s truth, both when convenient and inconvenient. The king was anointed, since he has a special 
responsibility to see that the needs of the poor and the have-nots were met. 

 Jesus came as priest, prophet, and king par excellence. His very name, Christ, means “the anointed one”. As priest, he 
enabled people to have a right relationship with God.  As prophet, he spoke God’s truth.  As king, he urged us to feed the hun-
gry, clothe the naked, and care about the poor. When he went back to the Father, following his Resurrection, he left  this work 
in the hands of his followers, that is to say, us Christians. 

 We are all called to be priests: to help one another in our relationship with God. We are all called to be prophets: to speak 
God’s truth even when inconvenient. We are all called to take on the kingly responsibility of caring for those less fortunate 
than ourselves. 

 You may be aware that a baptism is often called a christening. To christen someone is to anoint that person with oil. That 
word contains the word  “Christ” which means “the anointed one”.  Immediately following the new Christian’s re-birth in wa-
ter,  he is anointed with sacred oil, to show that he is now delegated to carry on the ministry of Jesus, that is, to be priest, 
prophet, and king. One of the chief duties of a pastor is to empower and enable parishioners to accom-
plish this. 

 

Dear Father Sean Paul, 

 What a spectacular Easter Vigil Liturgy you celebrated!  The Liturgy of the Word, and the marvelous display of lights, 
was thrilling. I thank you for the time and effort you must have put into this. It was an Easter Vigil I will long cherish and 
remember. Kudos also to the Liturgy Committee for their wonderful decorations.      

Gratefully, 
A parishioner 
North Tonawanda, NY 

Correspondence 

Spectacular Easter Vigil 
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 I recently received a number of letters from members of your parish regarding their opposition to proposed legislation 
that would allow terminally ill patients to request medication to be self-administered for the purpose of hastening the patient’s 
death. 

 Currently this bill is under review of the Health Committees of the Assembly and Senate. Please be assured that I intend 
to vote in the negative should this bill, or similar legislation, come before me for a vote, either in committee or on the Assem-
bly floor. 

 Thanks to you and your parishioners for reaching out to me on this matter of mutual concern. Feel free to share my senti-
ments with the St. Amelia family.  

Dear Msgr. Maloney: 

Sincerely, 

Robin Schimminger 

State Assemblyman 

Albany, New York 

 I want to let you know what a powerful impact the foot-washing ceremony that you enacted for the school kids, as an in-
troduction to Holy Week, had on one of my pupils in the Arrowsmith program.  Arrowsmith, as you know, helps children with 
learning disabilities.  

 This eight-year-old boy’s mom drives him here each day from Orchard Park, and picks him up at the end of each session. 
Usually he has nothing to say, or says “I don’t remember”,  when she asks him how the session went. But that day, he came 
running out to the car and said, “Mom! Guess what?  We went to Church, and the priest washed the feet of twelve kids, to 
show us what Jesus did!”   

 That ceremony had a profound impact on the child, and hopefully on his family, which recently relocated to the area, and 
is not yet affiliated with any faith community. Thanks for inspiring this child. His mom told me he talked all the way home.   

Dear Father Tom, 

Sue Kroczynki, 
Arrowsmith Teacher  
Saint Amelia School  

 I want to offer congratulations on your plans for retirement.  You are my all-time favorite priest – and I have known 
many good ones in my lifetime!  Your sermons brought me a lot of peace during the years when Lou Michel and I were writ-
ing our book on Timothy McVeigh, “American Terrorist”.   
 
 I continue to enjoy your homilies, sitting in the choir at the 11 o’clock Mass on Sundays. You have had a positive impact 
on the lives of many, many people, and that is something of which you and your family can truly be proud.  You are a shining 
example of what a good priest can mean to a community. 

Dear Father Tom, 

Your friend, 
Dan Herbeck 

Mass of Thanksgiving Set for June 25th 

A Message From Albany 

Church Ritual Impacts Third Grader 

Plaudits from a Buffalo News Reporter 

 Father Tom will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at 11:00 on Sunday, June 25, as he prepares to retire from active 
ministry. He has been our pastor since 1995, and spent five years as Associate Pastor from 1971 to 1976.  

 Following the Mass, an ‘Irish Hooley’ will provide music and refreshments from noon until 3:00 p.m. All are invited. If 
you plan to attend the reception, please respond by phoning 836-0011, or by sending an email to frtomretires@stamelia.com. 
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THRU THE LENS 

Kevin Kuchta, a freshman at Cardinal O’Hara, and Aidan Root, 
a ninth grader at Kenmore East, were this year’s recipients of 
the Bishop’s Award for Altar Servers. 

Young ladies prepare for fun at the Easter Egg Hunt. 

Participants in the post-Convention Youth Retreat at the 
Donald F. Miller Memorial Park & Youth Campground in 
April. 

First Communicants gather around Fr. Sean Paul Fleming 
to learn about the importance of The Eucharist in their lives. 

Parishioners attending Healing Mission, May 7 - 9,  with Fr. Butch Mazur. 



The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, reg-

istered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in 

the geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not 

wish to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com       

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 

2I0 Saint Amelia Drive    Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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   Postmaster:  Please deliver by June 1 

 On March 3-5, St. Amelia teens attended the  Diocesan Youth 
Group Convention at the Adam’s Mark Hotel in downtown Buffa-
lo, so they could pray, sing, and play games together. Keynote 
speaker Fr. Espaillat from the Archdiocese of New York shared 
tales about his parish that were tragic, funny, touching, and always 
uplifting.  

 The ‘Positively Dangerous’ theme comes from a book by 
Frank Mercadante, which portrayed how saints throughout history 
have been living examples of the Gospel. In the book, he encour-
ages young people to ‘live loud, be real, and change the world’, by 
sharing their contagious faith with the rest of the world.  

 Since the convention in March, the same teens participated in 
a post-convention retreat campout, and have formed a support 
group of their own to keep each other accountable for their spiritual 
actions. 

Youth Group Convention - Positively Dangerous 

 “My favorite part of convention was parish prayer time, because 
we could listen to what everyone had to say, and pray over each oth-
er. I felt that we grew closer to each other and to God.” - Joanna 
Long 

 “I really enjoyed hanging out with our group over the week-
end.  They all helped draw me even closer to God than I already was, 
and I am thankful for that.” - Vincent Lashway 
 
 “I really liked Adoration and small groups.” - Samuel Baker 


