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               Journey to the Diaconate for Ken and Karen Monaco 

 The journey to the Diaconate for a husband and wife can 
be both rewarding and sacrificial, as both Ken and Karen 
Monaco readily admit following Ken’s ordination on Septem-
ber 16, 2017.   

 For Ken, that day was the culmination of an effort begun 
in 2009, including years of study, formation and devotion, 
and a two-year sabbatical to be involved on the ground floor 
of new evangelization efforts at St. Amelia. It culminated 
with a remarkable 68-page Master’s Thesis entitled “God’s 
Mercy and Forgiveness – Available 24/7.”  

 How has becoming a Deacon changed Ken’s life? “Well 
of course, theology has a much greater presence in my overall 
mindset, but the real change has come about from the field 
ministries which I’ve been involved with. Regular visits to 
hospitals, homeless shelters, and prisons have made me much 
more sensitive to what God wants me to see.  

 He has been ‘connecting the dots’ for me, to show me 
how to put into practice everything I’ve learned about His 
love, and about caring for others. I have now been employed 
as a Chaplain for Catholic Health since January 2017.” 

 Karen Monaco has spent 31 years teaching in Catholic 
schools, but has also found time to give her total support to 
Ken’s effort at becoming a Deacon. “When I realized this was 
something Ken was committed to, I knew I would have to be 
just as committed to it. Our whole family has rallied behind 
Ken and given all the support we can, because we knew that 
he couldn’t do this without our whole-hearted endorsement.”  

 Does that mean the road to the Diaconate is all hard 
work and commitment? “The commitment part is certainly a 
factor,” Karen declares, “but there are some very nice things 
about it as well. Ken and I have formed some wonderful 

friendships with others in the program, and if anything, the 
obstacles we’ve had to face have only served to deepen our 
faith and make us stronger. And – it has been extremely re-
warding and joyful for me to see Ken achieve his goal like 
this. I think Ordination Day was one of the greatest days of 
both our lives.” 

 “Faith is not just another aspect of your life, like a hobby 
might be,” says Ken “Faith has to be something that perme-
ates every other aspect of your life, and reflects in everything 
you do.  That’s what it means to follow God, and certainly to 
preach about Him.” 

 What advice would Ken Monaco give to others consider-
ing the Diaconate? “Be prepared to make it the center of your 
life during the 5.5-year formation period,” he advises, “and if 
you have young children, consider the impact it might have 
on them. Make sure you set aside time to maintain your per-
sonal relationship with God.    

 And be ready for some very extraordinary experiences. 
Whenever I’ve gone through some kind of deeply moving or 
tragic kind of encounter, I understand that it was something 
God wanted me to see, and to handle. I take it in stride, and 
the next day I wake up, and say, ‘Ken Monaco reporting for 
duty.’   

 Nevertheless, I must also exercise great self-supervision 
and maintain a balance between my family life and my minis-
try life.  It’s very easy to overload my plate as I have done 
many times in the past, by saying ‘yes’ to the many requests 
for my time and service. It has taken me a long time to realize 
that I’m not indispensable - except to my family! “ 
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 As I reflect on my first six weeks here at St Amelia Par-
ish, it has been a positive and warm beginning to my new ad-
venture as your pastor. I am excited everyday as I meet new 
people and experience the grace and joy of our parish family.  

 Parishioners young and old have welcomed me with open 
arms, making the transition so much easier. We are one of the 
largest parishes in the diocese, and it is my hope that together 
we will spread the gospel as we minister to the elderly, call 
our youth forward to make their mark in the church, and pray 
together as a love-filled parish family.  

 We all need to do our part in making St Amelia the parish 
community that people want to come and celebrate with, and 
in - for “All Are Welcome Here.” 

 We are entering an exciting time in the life of our parish, 
as we look to expand our facilities with the construction of a 
Gathering Space. For most of us, entering our parish church is 
like walking into our home.  

 We know where everything is located, the pictures on the 
wall, the furniture, our favorite seat. Our new gathering space 
will be the place where the faithful can gather before and after 
mass to greet one another, as well as to hold meetings.  

 It is also in this space that we will have socials of all 
kinds, funeral breakfasts, parish dinners, dances, and space for 
organizations and ministry groups to plan, work, and pray.  

 The Gathering Space Committee has been working hard 
these past years, and due to their vision and the commitment 

of funds from parishioners, this Gathering Space will soon 
become a reality for us.    

 The key to any parish is the activity and participation of 
the parishioners being involved in the ministry of the Church. 
Everyone needs to discover their call to minister in the 
Church.  

 Is God calling you to become a lector or special minister 
of the Eucharist, to join the music ministry, to be an altar serv-
er, or to teach the young people of our parish in Religious Ed-
ucation, in our School, or through any of the other ministries?  

 I need everyone to pray about this invitation, and come 
forward and serve St Amelia Parish. Please consider what you 
can do and CALL me or the parish office, and offer your time 
and talent to the Church. 

 I want you to know that your faith lives have, and will 
continue daily to enrich my priestly ministry, and will be a 
source of strength in the months and years ahead; for which I 
am eternally grateful.  

 Please always remember that I am here to serve you, so 
my door is always open to you. It is my hope that we will to-
gether use all of our blessings, prayers, resources, and gifts to 
continue “Celebrating 64 Years of Spiritual Growth, Faith and 
Family as St. Amelia Parish.”  

 I pray for all of you daily, and ask your prayers for me as 
I serve as your pastor. May God bless you all. 

Teens Prepare for November Confirmation 

By Elaine Volker 

 This year, we have 81 candidates making their Confirma-
tion on Thursday, November 30th with Bishop Edward Grosz 
as our celebrant.  The students have completed a 2-year jour-
ney to Confirmation, and are looking forward to this very spe-
cial day. A brief reception will follow the ceremony, to which 
all are invited.  

 This year’s Confirmation Retreat was held at Camp Pio-
neer by the lakeshore on Sunday, October 15th, during which 
Mass was celebrated with Father Sibby and Deacon Ken Mon-
aco.  We would like to thank all those prayer partners who 
have kept our candidates in their prayers, and took the time to 
send cards or letters.   
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                              Plans for ‘Gathering Space’ Proceeding 

 St. Amelia Parish is ready to advance the design of the 
“Gathering Space” to be built between the Narthex and  the 
school, where the Blessed Mother statue has long been situat-
ed. That statue will be relocated to a prayer garden in front of 
the school, on the Eggert Rd. side of the building.  

 The new facility is presently envisioned as a large space 
without hard interior walls but with some walls which will be 
moveable. It is intended to provide space for gatherings of as 
many as 250 - 300, or as few as 10 -20 for meetings.  

 The “Gathering Space” will be available for new uses 
such as socializing and fellowship after Masses, but will also 
provide supplemental room-sized space for meetings to be 

held by parish organizations. The entire facility would be a 
shared space, with no dedicated rooms other than areas desig-
nated for the storage of each organization’s supplies. 

 A request for proposal (RFP) has been submitted to three 
local companies, each of which will present their design ideas, 
and those will be reviewed by the St. Amelia parish directors.  

 It is anticipated that one of those proposals will be select-
ed by the end of October 2017, with ground-breaking tenta-
tively scheduled for August of 2018. Assuming that this time-
table remains on schedule, completion of the Gathering Space 
would then be completed sometime around May of 2019.  

                            Ask the Pastor          

QUESTION: 

 

Why is the church decorated for Christmas so late in the season, and not at the beginning of Advent? 

 

ANSWER: 

 

In our society, we are accustomed to the decorating of stores and buildings many weeks and months prior to the celebration of 
Christmas. The Church on the other hand, uses the season of Advent as a true time to prepare our hearts and minds for the cel-
ebration of the birth of our savior. 

The Church is not decorated during the Advent season because it serves as a time for all of us to use the four weeks of Advent 
as a time to prepare the way for the Lord. This time should reflect the simplicity of the season, and the invitation to prepare for 
the coming of the Messiah. The church uses the symbols of the Advent season to decorate the church very simply at this time, 
namely: the Advent wreath, purple vestments, and purple altar cloth.  

Churches are traditionally decorated for the Christmas season following the fourth Sunday of Advent before Christmas. It is at 
this time that churches are decorated with Christmas trees, wreathes, lights, candles, nativity scene, flowers, etc. 

The Christmas Season begins with the Birth of Christ on December 25th, and continues till the celebration of the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord, which usually follows the celebration of the Epiphany. 
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 Moms, dads, grandmas, uncles, aunts, and older cousins! 
Are you looking for the all-time best activity to do with the 
boys in your family? Scouting may be just the answer you’ve 
been praying for!  

 We’ve all heard the saying, “It takes a village”, and we 
all know that children are greatly influenced by the adults in 
their lives who love, teach, mentor, and make time for them, 
to create everlasting memories.  

 As a grandmother to my 9-yr old grandson, I can tell you 
that he has had so many great experiences and priceless mem-
ories over the past three years, all from scouting.  

 Throughout the year, from September through June, 
scouts participate in as many activities as possible, including 
hiking, community service, camping, sporting events, a pin-
ewood derby, learning life skills, building tool boxes, and un-
dertaking numerous projects focused on science and nature.  

 My grandson says that the best experience was the four 
days spent at Camp Scout Haven’s summer camp, which a 
parent (or in my case, grandparent) spends with their child.  

 Our St. Amelia’s Cub Scout Pack 529 would like to wel-
come your family into the wonderful world of scouting. Boys 
as young as kindergarten age through grade 6 can enjoy Cub 
Scouts.  

 We meet at St. Amelia’s every Wednesday from 6:30 to 
8:00, and we encourage you to come by on any of those eve-
nings to meet the Cub Scouts, wonderful parents, and volun-
teer scout leaders participating in the program.  

 Please contact Rose at 771-6042 for additional infor-
mation. 

               Open Enrollment being Held for Cub Scout Pack 529 

By Roseanne Hemmitt 

 After teens are confirmed and graduate, they make plans 
for their future careers, but  they don't always plan for their 
faith journey, which is really just beginning!   

 Young Adult Ministry began here at St. Amelia due to 
high school graduates desiring more time with their church, 
and with each other. They were not ready to give up the fun 
events we offered for high school teens, and we were not hap-
py with sending them off on their faith journeys alone.  

 They realized that soon they would be pulled in many 
directions, and still needed that connection to God.  We are 
now in our third year of offering opportunities for them, and 
instilling options to 1) remember where they came from, 2) 
have faith-based topics and discussions, and 3) offer support 
and answers. 

 Most Young Adult events are off-campus. Yearly we 
hike to the Eternal Flame, light a candle in the flame, and 
hold a prayer service right there. We have gone to Christian 
movies, Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, and most recently, the 
Lockport Caves.   

 On November 12th, we will meet in the cafeteria to 
make soup, and enjoy a late lunch with our priests. On De-
cember 10th, we will be shopping and wrapping gifts for a 
needy family, with a stop at a local coffee shop.   

 On January 7th ,we will hold our 4th annual Epiphany 
Luncheon, and all young adults who are of college age up to 
30, are invited and welcome. Meet us in the cafeteria 
at noon for a delicious lunch, famous homemade hot cocoa, 
and a Nerf war to follow, if you are interested.  Friends are 
always welcome to events.   

                         Upcoming Events for Young Adults Group 
By Kathy Waite 
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                  Meet St. Amelia’s new Business Manager, Bob Warner 

 Our new Business Manager at St. Amelia Parish is Bob 
Warner, a native of Amherst and parishioner at St. Gregory’s 
parish in Williamsville. Bob and his wife Eileen have four 
grown children, and both husband and wife are heavily in-
volved in faith-based activities.  

 In fact, Bob is now in his final year of formation for the 
Permanent Diaconate at Christ the King Seminary, having 
begun his theological studies in 2013. One of Bob’s 
‘classmates’ at Christ the King Seminary was our own Dea-
con Ken Monaco, now permanently assigned to St. Amelia 
parish. Bob is on track to complete his studies at CTK in May 
of 2018, leading to ordination in September 2018. 

 Bob’s arrival at St. Amelia parish is less of an arrival 
than a return – he actually graduated from St. Amelia School 
in 1976, having enjoyed the legendary era of The Three M’s – 
Father’s McHugh, Mack, and Maloney. He recalls the strong 
Felician presence from that time, and has fond memories of 
those years.  

 That wasn’t all that he profited by from attending SAS 
however, having made a great many friends during his time 
living in Tonawanda, and attending school here. He remains 
friends with some of those SAS classmates to this day, and 
one was even the best man at his wedding.  

 Bob’s academic studies after SAS continued at St. Jo-
seph’s Collegiate Institute (SJCI) in Kenmore, and from there 
he attended Canisius College, where he obtained a B.S. in 
Finance, as well as an MBA. His pursuit of the Diaconate will 
eventually earn him a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry.  

 Professionally, Bob spent a total of 33 years in the Bank-
ing industry, 28 of which were with HSBC Bank. Recently, 
Bob had been discerning a career change that would afford 
him the opportunity to combine his years of finance experi-
ence with his faith; and was delighted to be led to this oppor-
tunity to serve as a financial professional at a parish. 

 Bob and his wife have been actively involved in parish 
ministry for years, including Mission Retreats, Marriage Prep-
aration and St. Vincent de Paul. Eileen has worked for the 
Church for over 30 years, and is currently serving as the Di-
rector of Mission at Christ the King Seminary. Clearly, faith 
is a huge part of life for both Bob Warner and his wife, and 
both remain committed to serving the Church. 

 When asked what he would like to say to the parishioners 
of St. Amelia’s, Bob replied, “ I am very much looking for-
ward to this opportunity of serving them, and to helping the 
parish continue to be financially sound, as we look towards 
ways to grow and continue to minister to the people of God ” 

Editor’s Note: In the September-October issue of Ameliorator, the ‘7 Last Words Witness’ was incorrectly attributed to Peg Frandina. 
The actual author and deliverer of that talk should have been listed as Anne Mucica.  
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THRU THE LENS 

The first day of school at SAS, with children arriving and being greeted by Fr. Sibby. 

Students participate in the Race for Education, held on October 13, 2017. 
Funds raised from this initiative are used for technology updates, outdoor 
classroom sessions, and the STREAM curriculum. 

Young Adults group exploring the Lockport 
Caves on October 8th, followed by prayer service. 

The SAS Baseball Team, winners of the 2017 Diocesan Championship. 
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               How Well do You Know St. Amelia School? 
By Principal James Mulé 

 St. Amelia School is a community of respect, which 
is one of our priorities as a Catholic school. We are also a 
very special place with academic rigor, faith formation 
and character development.   

 Respect is part of our school day in every classroom, 
school office, school assembly, playground, sport events, 
and cafeteria.  

 Respect begins with each student's self-respect, and 
is built outward to fellow stu-
dents, teachers, administrators, 
family members and everyone 
they meet. This is done by 
teaching the Gospel message, 
and challenging students to live 
their faith every day. 

 Our theme for this school 
year is “Living the Gospel of 
Joy.”  St. Amelia School is a 
joyful and Gospel-centered en-
vironment that enriches the 
minds, hearts and souls of our 
students, and prepares them to 
grow in their faith and responsi-
bility to live justly.  

 All curriculum and instruc-
tion in our school is permeated 
with the religious and moral 
values promoted in the gos-
pels. Students explore their faith through classes, partici-
pation in spiritual activities, and in service programs.   

 St. Amelia School emphasizes scholarly achieve-
ment and responsible behavior, while at the same time, 
celebrating and instilling the faith. This is why families, 
regardless of their faith, invest in our school. Families 
want their children to grow as individuals with a deep-
rooted sense of respect for other people.  

 You want your children to display good character 
when engaging with others. This is what makes a Catho-
lic education different.  

 Another element that helps develop good character, 
and is also complementary, is that St. Amelia School em-
phasizes a component of service to others. By offering 
opportunities for students to choose a volunteer service 
as part of their education, we provide a rewarding ad-
vantage to them.  

 Parents know that their children will be nurtured in 
the Gospel message, and challenged to see themselves as 
able to make a difference in the world.  

 Another important value learned in a Catholic school 
community is that of inclusion. Helping each child un-
derstand the importance of respecting all, allows them to 
recognize that they are called to be responsible global 
citizens.   

 St. Amelia School has many programs that make us 
a unique community of 
learning. Our STREAM 
Program – a.k.a. STEM, 
allows each student re-
gardless of grade level, to 
practice in “Academies” 
during the day.  

 Each Academies ses-
sion runs 8 weeks and has 
a specific objective relat-
ing to one of the core ele-
ments.  

 Our Performing Arts 
Department affords our 
students classes in visual 
art, music, dance and dra-
ma.  

 Next is our very 
unique Arrowsmith Pro-
gram. The Arrowsmith 

Program is based on the application of neuroscientific 
research, and for over 35 years we have worked to help 
students strengthen the weak cognitive capacities under-
lying a range of learning difficulties.  

 Our goal is to help students become effective, confi-
dent, and self-directed learners. For children and youth, 
this includes enabling them to return to a regular school 
after a three to four year program. Arrowsmith at St. 
Amelia School runs like a school within a school. 

 As you can see, St. Amelia School is not your moth-
er’s Catholic School. Visit our website 
(www.stameliaschool.org) , stop in for a personal tour, or 
call us at 836-2230. 



The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, reg-

istered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in 

the geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not 

wish to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com       

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 

2I0 Saint Amelia Drive    Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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   Postmaster:  Please deliver by  Nov. 8 

Monday, December 4th     Evening of Prayer for Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Musicians, and 

          Ministry Leaders, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, December 14th     School Play in Church at 12:45 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 23rd     Masses for 4th Sunday of  Advent, at 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 24th     Masses for 4th Sunday of Advent, at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and  11:00 a.m. 

          Vigil Masses for Christmas at 4:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m., and 10:00 p.m. 

Monday, December 25th     Masses for Christmas Day at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 

Saturday, December 30th     Masses for the Holy Family at 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 31st     Masses for the Holy Family at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, January 1st      Masses in honor of Mary, Mother of God  at 8:00 a.m. and  10:30 a.m. 

Mass Schedule for Christmas and New Year’s Celebrations 


