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                     Meet St. Amelia’s Newest Members of the Clergy 

 Father Peter Santandreu came to the priesthood after 
undergoing some intense personal reflection, which began 
occurring while he was writing his Masters’ thesis in Theol-
ogy. At that time, he began seeking a vehicle which would 
help deepen the religious lifestyle he had already adopted, 
and after investigating some options, he decided on an Ar-
gentinian mission with a group called ‘Heart’s Home’.  

 During his 18 months in Argentina, he lived in the 
same wretched conditions as people in the slums of Buenos 
Aires, and came to understand their plight in life. While 
working with these poor people, he began to realize that his 
own life should be dedicated to a higher power, that of God.  

 With encouragement from a number of advisors and 
friends, he began the long path to the priesthood after com-
pleting his work in Argentina. That path led him to St. 
Amelia’s parish in July of 2018, where he brings a kind of 
millennial perspective on faith, and a youthful approach to 
priesthood that has already endeared him to many parish-
ioners.  

 “The best part about being a priest,” declares Father 
Peter, “is having the instant trust placed in you by so many 
people of faith. These people are all trying to get closer to 
God, and I am acting as an intermediary to help them 
achieve that.”  

 When asked what single idea he would most like to 
communicate to St. Amelia parishioners, he responded, “I’d 
like to get to know each and every parishioner – by having 
a conversation, going for coffee - whatever it takes.  

 I would ask anyone who has the time, to just spend a 
few minutes with me. You’re all special people, and I know 
that I will be a better person, and that I can benefit by 
knowing each parishioner at St. Amelia’s a little bit better.” 

 Ryan Keating is spending his pastoral year at St. 
Amelia’s, which is a time when priestly candidates 
live and work in the parish as a kind of internship to 
learn what parish life is like.  

 Having grown up in Buffalo and gone to school 
locally, Ryan has a good understanding and apprecia-
tion of the area. His Masters’ Degree in Education has 
already helped him in teaching Religious Education to 
youngsters, and in explaining matters of faith to adults.  

 For him, the decision to enter the priesthood was 
the result of a great deal of personal reflection, as well 
as the input of family and friends. When he was asked 
by a retired priest named Msgr. John Zeitler if he had 
ever seriously considered a vocation, it struck Ryan as 
a personal invitation from God, and from that time on, 
he has been committed.  

 He has been encouraged by the number of candi-
dates in the seminary today, which is more than at any 
other time in the last two decades. Despite the negative 
press being borne by the Catholic Church these days, 
Ryan feels that there is a growing interest in vocations, 
which bodes well for the future.  

 During his brief stay at St. Amelia’s, Ryan has 
been very impressed with the warmth and the welcom-
ing attitude displayed by parishioners, as well as the 
dedication from ministry leaders connected with the 
parish.  

 When asked what he would like to say to St. Ame-
lia parishioners, he thought for a moment and replied, 
“I think what I would most like to say is just ‘thank 
you’. Thank you for the friendliness you’ve shown me, 
the support you’ve given me, and for the way you’ve 
made me feel like part of your parish.” 

Fr. Peter Santandreu 

Seminarian Ryan Keating 
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                   Advent Retreat to be Held December 10th  -  13th 

 On Monday, December 
10th, there will be a 3-day 
seasonal Advent Retreat con-
ducted at St. Amelia’s, to 
help parishioners prepare for 
the coming of Jesus Christ.  

 The program will be 
held on three consecutive 
evenings, beginning at 7:00 
p.m. on Monday, and con-
cluding on Wednesday even-
ing.  

 Each evening at the re-
treat session, there will be a 
talk which is followed by 
some form of prayerful ob-
servance, either a Mass, ben-
ediction, or the sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  

 The purpose of 
this 3-day ob-
servance is to pre-
pare attendees for 
the Way of the 
Lord, and the Her-
ald of Good News.  

 It is open to 
everyone, and will 
be held in the 
church itself, so 
participants should 
plan on arriving at 
church by 6:45 on 
each of the three 
evenings. 

                                     Upcoming Youth Ministry Events 

For Young Adults:  

 Our young adults have several great events planned. 
We will be continuing with our ongoing Monday night 
Bible study, as well as monthly gatherings and other op-
portunities for faith and fellowship.  

 We hope to attend the Young Adult conference in 
NYC (Communion and Liberation New York Encounter) 
Feb. 15-18, 2019, and you can learn more by contacting 
Fr. Peter at psantandreu@stamelia.com.  

 The young adult group is in the middle of undergo-
ing some changes and updates that will include meeting 
with young adults in other Catholic parishes and some 
more regional activities.  

 For the most up-to-date information, please email 
youngadult@stamelia.com. or check the weekly bulletin  
to get on the email list. Events are planned for ages 18-
39.      

For High School Students: 

 High School Zero Hour is a fun youth group that 
meets on the first Sunday of most months, for Gospel 
reflection, speakers, games, and challenges, like showing 
the group a video that inspires your faith, and pizza!  All 
high school teens are welcome, and their friends are as 
well. Join us in the cafeteria January 6th, February 10th, 
March 3rd, and April 7th, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 High School teens also meet on the fourth Sunday of 
most months for Open Gym Nite. New games are started 
every 20 minutes, and game requests are welcome. Bring 
a friend, and meet us in the gym at 7:30 p.m. December 
16th, January 27th, and February 24th. Bring your appe-
tite - pizza follows! 

For Middle School Youth: 

 TPE Connection is a youth group for Grades 6-8, 
which incorporates a fun activity tied to the Sunday Gos-
pel reading, a great game in the gym, or a board game in 
the cafeteria, and pizza. We Talk, Play, and Eat with 
friends (TPE). Meet us in the gym 6:30-8:00 p.m. on 
January 13th, February 17th, and March 10th, and bring 
a friend! 
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By Father Sebastian “Sibby” Pierro 

 As I begin this writing, it is hard to imagine that fif-
teen months have passed since I became pastor of St. 
Amelia Parish in September 2017. Every day passes 
quickly, as each is filled with such a myriad array of ex-
periences, from celebrating Eucharist to events spent 
with school children; to meeting with parishioners and  
celebrating funerals for our deceased loved ones; to par-
ticipating in parish social events and to an assortment of 
meetings with committees, trustees, parishioners and 
staff.  

 The editor of the Ameliorator asked me to reflect on 
all the activity that has occurred over these past months 
for the growth of St. Amelia’s. Over these months, we 
have witnessed some joyful successes, as well as some 
disappointments.  

 We have over fifty active ministries within the par-
ish which serve the needs of a variety of people. We have 
undergone significant Parish Office improvements, and 
have undertaken a new Parish Census, which increased 
our parish’s efficiency, and hopefully will give us the 
ability to contact everyone via emails, texts, or cellphone. 
What would we do without technology in today’s world 
and church?  

 Youth Ministry has expanded, as Father Peter San-
tandreau and Kathy Waite have become creative, reach-
ing out to various age groups (Junior High, High and 
College) to share discussions, play games, enjoy some 
pizza, and reflect on scripture study. Our Catholic School 
continues to be the leader in our diocese, as we develop 
all our students, academically, spiritually, physically and 
athletically. Plus, we have a number of committees 
which meet regularly, and offer guidance and planning 
for our parish’s future. 

 Other accomplishments have been the addition of 
some New Team/Staff members. Mr. Robert Warner, our 
Parish Business Manager, has brought stability and ac-
countability to his office; Mrs. Catie Wagner, who serves 
as Executive Secretary in the rectory and is the first face 
that welcomes visitors; and Mrs. Arlene Meyerhofer, our 
Administrative Assistant and Cashier, who brings her 
gifts to work with Mrs. Wagner in the Parish Office.  

 Additionally, we were blessed to add Father Peter 
Santandreau – a newly ordained priest, as our Parochial 
Vicar, as he began his first priesthood assignment with 
us. And, in September 2018 Ryan Keating, a seminarian, 
joined us for his pastoral year experience. When you add 
this group to our present Team/Staff – Brian Ruh, James 
Mule, Elaine Volker, and Kathy Waite, it reveals how 
blessed we are to have this strong, gifted, and talented 
Team/Staff. It is a pleasure and honor for me to work 
with them. 

 Another positive moment this year has been to wit-
ness the improvements which have occurred in our 
church building: Phase One improvements have been 
completed, and Phase Two enhancements are currently 
underway, with projects scheduled for the installation of 
lighting for the stations of the cross and side walls of the 
Church. Also planned is the installation of the new tile 
flooring and carpeting throughout the Church, and addi-
tional hand railings to assist the elderly to approach the 
sanctuary. All of this should be completed by May 2019. 

 More excitement for St. Amelia: September 15, 
2018, we celebrated the Diaconate Ordination of our par-
ish son, Rob Contarin and our Parish Business Manager, 
Bob Warner. So, what’s next? Deacon Rob will be or-
dained to the priesthood on June 1, 2019, and will cele-
brate his First Mass as a priest on June 2, 2019 at St. 
Amelia. Another parish son, Christopher Emminger, will 
be ordained to the Transitional Diaconate on May 25, 
2019.  

 We have had some difficult moments during this 
year as well: the discovery of embezzlement of funds 
from the collection was uncovered. It was determined 
that all our internal controls were in place and effective, 
but we have added additional measures to enhance secu-
rity.  

 We were all looking forward to the construction of 
our Gathering Space, but this project has had to be de-
layed for 18 to 24 months. The Committee realized that 
costs were higher than anticipated, so the delay will af-
ford us the opportunity to raise additional funds for the 
project. We also discovered that some of our older parish 
buildings are in need of major repairs: the school roof 
($400,000 - Summer of 2019), the church roof ($500,000 
– Summer of 2020), and other needs for our facilities.  
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                                It’s Pot o’ Gold Time at St. Amelia’s 

 Now that December is here, it’s time to start purchasing your Pot o’ Gold 
tickets for the biggest annual fund-raiser at St. Amelia’s. There will be a total 
of only 2,000 tickets sold, which means your chances of winning are far great-
er than in any lottery run by the state or any other agency.  

 There will be 341 prizes given away, amounting to a total cash payout of 
$45,500, so your odds of winning something are pretty good.  

 There will be Early Bird drawings held on December 4, 2018, January 12, 
2019, and February 14, 2019.  Anyone who has purchased a ticket and fully 
paid for it, will be eligible to win one of five prizes awarded at each of the 
Early Bird drawings, those prizes being for $500, $400, $300, $200, and $100.  

 The Grand Prize drawing is scheduled for March 10th in the Don Miller Hall at 1:00 p.m. Each raffle ticket pre-
sented at the Grand Prize drawing will entitle the bearer to admit two adults over the age of 21.  

 Refreshments and dinner will be served, and there will also be basket raffles conducted throughout the program. 
Prize winners need not be present at the Grand Prize drawing, and a listing of winners will be published immediately 
after the event.  

                                                        Schedule of Prizes 

First Phase of Prizes ($21,000)      Second Phase of Prizes ($20,000) 

—————————————–—     ——————————————— 

105 winning numbers   $100 each     Grand Prize     $10,000 

105 preceding numbers   $50 each     Second Prize    $5,000 

105 succeeding numbers   $50 each     Third Prize     $2,000 

              Fourth Prize    $1,000 

              Fifth Prize     $500 

              Sixth Prize     $500 

              Seventh thru Eleventh Prize $200 

 On a larger scale - our lives and Church have been 
turned upside down, due to all that has been said about  
‘clergy abuse’ and the manner in which it has been han-
dled. We are all angry, fearful, ashamed, frustrated, and 
full of questions and doubt about our leadership. It has 
rocked our faith to the point that some parishioners are 
willing to abandon the Catholic Church. 

 Father Peter and I want to reaffirm and state that we 
stand before you as Catholic Priests committed to our 
Church, our faith, and all of you. What we have heard 
and read about upsets me, and demands that honesty and 
transparency be used to face these abuses and bring heal-
ing. Honesty from everyone, and unity as a faith-filled 
Church are our only ways to heal this: healing for the 
victims and their families, whom I pray for daily; healing 
for the clergy, whose human weaknesses have created 

this sinfulness and pain, and healing for our Church. In 
the words of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, “Not all of us can 
do great things. But we can do small things with great 
love.” May we bring healing through these simple 
words, as we live them out in prayer and action. 

 I am so pleased to be your pastor, and serving with 
you, and I want you to know how grateful I am for all of 
you! This summary of these past months hopefully ex-
emplifies for you that my priesthood is energized 
through our celebrations of the Eucharist and sacra-
ments, sharing and working with all of you, so we are 
able to grow stronger. Please remember that I am here to 
serve you, as my door is always open. We all need to do 
our part in making St Amelia’s the Parish Community 
people want to come to, and celebrate with, for “All Are 
Welcome Here” May God bless you all.  — Fr. Sibby. 
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             The Monk Manual  -  A Spiritual Way to Organize Your Life 

 Catholics have the seemingly paradoxical calling to 
be “in the world, but not of the world” - but how exactly 
are you supposed to do that? For many of us, it is a real 
struggle simply balancing the demands of busy jobs and 
busy family lives. Diapers have to be changed, assign-
ments have to be completed, and bills have to be paid.  
  
 If the modern experience is marked by any singular 
attribute, it’s the continual sense of pressure we feel to 
do more, and to be more. It can be exhausting. Where 
exactly is our spiritual life supposed to fit amongst the 
hustle and bustle of all this everyday “stuff” that just has 
to get done?  
 
 Searching for the answer to this question on my 
own personal pursuit towards a fuller life, I came upon a 
startling discovery. Studying best practices in productiv-
ity, psychology, and spiritual growth, I came to the reali-
zation that despite how different these fields may seem, 
they all point to the same fundamental principles around 
what leads to human thriving.  
 
 More surprisingly, when I looked around to see who 
was best in the world at living these principles I found, 
to my surprise, that it was monks. Monks have the solu-
tion. If you pull back the curtain on the life of a monk, 
you will find a highly practical way of life that applies 
just as much to those outside the monastery walls as 
those within.  
 
 A life marked with peaceful being and purposeful 
doing. We in the world can learn quite a bit from the 
timeless wisdom of monks. Monks know that our spir-
itual lives and our regular lives aren’t two separate 
things.  
 

 It’s easy to fall into the trap of thinking our spiritual 
life is confined to our Sunday Mass experience and dedi-
cated times of prayer. But our spiritual life isn’t some-
thing set apart from our regular life, our spiritual life is 
just our life.  
 
 Monks have an integrated spirituality, knowing that 
every activity, action, and relationship is as much a part 
of their spiritual journey as any other. Wherever you go, 
there you are, and wherever you go, there God is.  
 
 Monks also have a daily system that drives clarity 
of purpose and engagement in the present moment. A 
monk wakes up and knows exactly what they are meant 
to do that day. From 7 a.m. to 8 a.m., they are meant to 
have breakfast, and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. they are in 
manual labor.  
 
 This creates a real freedom to truly engage the task 
or individual right in front of them, having the peace that 
comes from knowing they are doing exactly what they 
are supposed to be doing. Most of us will never be able 
to base our lives off a strict daily rule, but we can get 
close by intentionally planning and reflecting on our 
days.  
 
 Monks also know that the secret to a full life is to 
focus on what’s truly most important. The secret to hap-
piness and productivity isn’t doing more, it’s actually 
doing the most important things well. By saying ‘no’ to 
countless distractions, they are able to give their full 
‘yes’ to the things that matter most.  
 
 They know from experience that the spiritual life 
isn’t easy, but it is simple. I’m convinced that the wis-
dom of the monks offers us a great hope for a fuller ex-
perience of our day-to-day life. That’s why I recently 
left my full-time job to provide tools designed to help 
busy everyday people live out the wisdom of monastic 
life.  
 
 If you’d like to learn more, I invite you to vis-
it monkmanual.com, where you can get more infor-
mation on how to apply these principles to your life, as 
well as a free download of the Monk Manual daily sys-
tem.  
 
Editor’s Note:  
 
Steven Lawson currently lives in Cincinnati, OH with his 
wife and three children. He attended St. Amelia School 
and parish, along with his two brothers.  

Former St. Amelia School student, Steven Lawson, origi-
nator of The Monk Manual. 
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THRU THE LENS 

Flanked by Fr. 
Sibby and SAS 
Principal Mr. 
Mule, Mrs. 
Milette is noti-
fied of winning 
the ‘Making a 
Difference’ 
award . After 
recovering 
from her ini-
tial surprise 
(photo above), 
Mrs.Milette 
posed when 
told about the 
award. The 
award is given 
each year to an 
inspirational 
teacher who 
influences stu-
dents in a pro-
found way. 

The 2018 St. Amelia Knights, Boys Baseball Team, winners of the Di-
ocesan Championship.  The boys won 3 playoff games to secure the 
title, making it back-to-back years of winning the Championship. 

Brightly colored costumes and smiling faces abound 
in the St. Amelia School Halloween celebration. 
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Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

836-4590

Service Deli • Scratch Bakery
Cafe • Custom Cut Meats

Budwey’s Plaza 
535 Division St., North Tonawanda

693-2802
Local Family Owned & Operated

Robert P. Goodwin, Esq.

400 Rand Building
14 Lafayette Square

Buffalo, NY
(716) 856-1636

WALSH ROBERTS & GRACE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Northtowns Plumber/Handyman 
licensed and insuredMalecki

H O M E  S E RV I C E S ,  L LC
 716.370.0795
 (CELL/TEXT: 716.228.5039)
High Quality Workmanship at Affordable Prices
www.maleckihomeservices.com

 Vinyl Replacement Windows & Siding
 TORO, TECUMSEH, STIHL SAWS
 751 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst

Jeff Chameli 832-9310

 • Prompt Efficient
 Service
 • Sump Pumps
 • Water Heaters

Licensed & Insured
716-695-1479



The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, reg-

istered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in 

the geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not 

wish to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com     

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 

2I0 Saint Amelia Drive    Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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   Postmaster:  Please deliver by December 5th 

Thursday, December 6th  School Play in the church  at 12:45 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, December 7th  Vigil Mass Feast of the Immaculate Conception at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday December 8th  Feast of the Immaculate Conception Masses at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, December 10th  Advent Retreat at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 11th  Advent Retreat at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 12th Advent Retreat at 7:00 p.m.  

       Penance Service at 7:00 p.m. (12 priests scheduled) 

Monday, December 24th  Masses for Christmas Vigil at 4:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., and  10:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 25th  Masses for Christmas Day at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, December 31st   Vigil Mass for Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God at 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 1st  Masses for Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 


