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 To answer the question on everyone’s mind, ground 
will be broken on the new parish Gathering Space in the 
spring of 2019 in all likelihood, and according to that 
same tentative timetable, it would then be complete in 
the spring of the year 2020. Assuming those plans are not 
disrupted, it will be the culmination of a 7-year project, 
from start to finish. 

 The idea for a meeting area first came up at a Trus-
tee’s Meeting in 2013, when Trustee Michael Collins 
polled ministry leaders about their needs for carrying out 
various ministry functions. That discussion made it clear 
that more rooms were needed to 
conduct ministry gatherings, that 
more space was needed for activi-
ties, and that a location was needed 
which had easier access for the 
handicapped than Don Miller Hall 
could provide. 

 As a follow-up to that initial 
meeting, other gatherings were held 
to consider whether building a new 
meeting area was economically fea-
sible, and if so, what kind of meet-
ing area should be constructed. An 
ideal solution was provided when 
the diocesan initiative, ‘Upon This 
Rock’, came along. With that fund-
raising effort returning 35% of do-
nations to St. Amelia Parish, the 
capital funding for a gathering 
space was made available. 

 The term ‘Gathering Space’ is 
more than just an identifier of the 
functionality of this new meeting 
area. It is specifically named for the 
room where the Apostles met with 
Jesus Christ at the First Eucharist, 
and where they fearfully continued 
to meet after His departure. Having 
this thought in mind each time a meeting is held will be a 
unique way of connecting to the very beginnings of 
Christianity. 

 At present, a design has been prepared by the archi-
tectural firm winning the bid for the job, K-Arc Design, 

and sketches of this design are shown at the center of this 
page. The facility will be 7,300 sq. ft. in size, and it will 
hold about 250 people seated, 400 if standing. In familiar 
terms, it is somewhat larger than the size of the St. Ame-
lia School gym, and it will be comprised of one large 
meeting room and two smaller meeting rooms. 

 There will be a 500 sq. ft. kitchen, which is not in-
tended to be a full-service kitchen, but more of a food 
preparation area. Ideas for the Gathering Space were 
modeled after similar facilities at St. Jude and St. Leo’s. 

 This is the single biggest 
parish project since the 
church itself was built, but 
during construction St. Ame-
lia Church is expected to re-
main fully open. However, 
there are likely to be obvious 
signs of the ongoing work 
everywhere.  

 As most parishioners are 
aware by now, the Gathering 
Space will be constructed be-
tween the narthex and the 
school, so that it becomes 
very easy for people leaving 
church to simply walk into the 
new area and exchange pleas-
antries with other parishion-
ers. 

 As Mr. Collins pointed 
out at the Men’s Emmaus 
Meeting on May 12th, 
“Another reason for building 
this Gathering Space didn’t 
actually relate to the need for 
more ministry space. In to-
day’s world, we have largely 
gotten away from the notion 

that the Church should be the center of our lives. One of 
the great hopes for this new meeting place is that it will 
provide a place for people to come together after church, 
to get to know each other, and to make Church the center 
of our lives again.” 

 

                   Gathering Space to Break Ground in Spring of 2019 
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                         Here Comes Summer at St. Amelia School! 

                                      Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School for children entering Pre-K4 through Grade 5 will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, July 30th - August 3rd.  It is a fun week, filled with 
Bible stories, crafts, music and recreational activities. Cost for Vacation Bible 
School is $30 per child, and forms are available in the rectory office. 

                                  Summer Religious Education 
 
Summer session of Religious Education for grades 4 - 9 runs July 9th - 20th from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon. Currently Grade 9 is full, but there are still openings for the other 
grades. Cost of the program is $40 for parishioners and $100 for non-parishioners. 
There are forms available online (www.stameliareled.com) under the FORMS heading. 

                                      St. Amelia Day Camp 

Enjoy four weeks of camp, running from July 2nd through July 27th. 
Hours are 9:00 to 4:00, and participants aged 3 through 12 can attend 
as many weeks as they want, or all four weeks. Camp includes Arts & 
Crafts, dance, nature experiences, water games, sports, computer, 
stream activities, games, fitness, Camp T-shirt, a daily ice cream so-
cial, and theme days. Morning and afternoon juice and snacks are pro-
vided, as well as lunch. Extended care is offered beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
and ending at 5:00 p.m. To register or ask for more info, call Mrs. Mi-
lette or Mrs. Krieger at 836-2230.  

                                            Camp Invention  

Camp Invention will be conducted from June 25 - June 29, from 8:30 -3:00, 
for children entering grades 1-6. This year, we’ll be studying robotic pup-
pies, designing futuristic smart homes, and experimenting with Opti-Bot, 
which will help us to learn about future transportation methods. Also this 
year, extended hours are being made available to accommodate working 
families, with coverage including 7:30 to 5:00 p.m., for an additional charge. 
Discounts are available, so register today at   www.campinvention.org  or 
716-836-2230. 

                                                  Summer Sparklers  

Come ignite your child’s spark for learning with Summer Sparklers! This learning 
program is conducted in two groups, with one for Pre-K children, Kindergarten, and 
Grades 1 and 2, and the other group for Grades 3 - 6. It runs from July 2nd through 
July 30th, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. Children will learn Math, Writing, and Reading 
skills appropriate to their age groups, with time for arts and crafts. To register, go 
online at ltolnay@stameliaschool.org. 

http://www.stameliareled.com/
http://www.campinvention.org/
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                                   Young Adult Happenings 

June 10th- meet after 11:00 a.m. Mass in the narthex to carpool to Ca-
nalside, the bike ferry, Wilkinson Pointe, and the Lighthouse. Bring a 
rosary. 

July 8th- meet in the narthex after 11:00 a.m. Mass for a hike to the 
Eternal Flame, followed by dinner at Five Guys. 

                              Wednesdays with Service 

Wednesdays With Service starts June 27th and continues weekly 
throughout the summer (excluding July 4th) from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the 
Outreach Office. Students from grades 8-12 are invited to do a service 
project for the parish while we watch a great movie! 

         St. Amelia ‘Christmas in July’ 5K Race  - July 21st 

Come join us at the fastest, flattest certified 5K race course in 
Western NY, for a race which benefits youth and young adult pro-
grams at St. Amelia’s. Everyone is encouraged to wear their best 
Christmas attire, and there will be prizes awarded for the best 
Christmas costumes. The awards ceremony will follow immediate-
ly after the race, with beer, pizza, and snacks served in the St. 
Amelia gym. Entrance fee is $20 up until  June 30th, $25 through 
July 20th, and $30 on race day. There will also be a Kids’ Fun Run 
before the 5K race, with entrance fees at $12 until July 1st, and 
$15 thereafter. T-shirts will be distributed to the first 200 regis-
trants, and you can register by going online at www.score-
this.com. Pre-race packet pickup is at St. Amelia School gym from 
3:00 to  6:00 p.m. on the day before the race. 

 Greetings, my name is Ryan Keating. I am a seminarian for the Diocese 
of Buffalo studying at Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora, NY. I just 
finished my fourth year of studies and formation, and will be joining your 
community at St. Amelia’s for my pastoral year starting at the end of August.  

 I am a native of Buffalo, and much of my family still lives in the area. 
My home parish now is St. Louis Church in downtown Buffalo, and I grew up 
going to St. Marks (Buffalo), where I was baptized and confirmed.  

 I went to school at Mt. St. Joseph Academy Elementary, Nichols High 
School, and Hobart College. Before seminary, I taught for ten years in K-8 
schools in Phoenix, AZ and in the Buffalo area. While living and teaching in 
Phoenix as a Teach For America corps member, I received my Masters in Ed-
ucation from Arizona State University.  

 In my free time, I love being in the outdoors  -  hiking, canoeing, and im-
mersing myself in photography. I also enjoy spending much time with my 
family. I look forward to meeting you all, and to a year filled with learning 
and new opportunities.  

     Seminarian Ryan Keating Comes to St. Amelia for his Pastoral Year 
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PARISH PRIEST CALLED TO MINISTRY, PRAYER, COMMUNITY, FRIENDSHIP, and PRIESTHOOD             

                                                         THIS IS ST. AMELIA PARISH ALIVE! 

  

 September 2017, it is hard to imagine that nine months have passed since I became pastor of St. Amelia Parish. 
Every day passes quickly, for each of them are filled with a myriad of experiences from celebrating Eucharist; to 
moments spent with the school children; to meeting with parishioners; to celebrating funerals for deceased loved 
ones; to participating in social events of the parish; to preparing couples for marriage; and to an array of daily com-
mittees, and meetings with parishioners and staff. St. Amelia is a large, exciting and vibrant parish, and together we 
are going to make it more. I want to thank all of the parishioners and staff for the great support and guidance they 
have shared with me. It is of such great value that without it, I would be lost. 

 

                                             NEW STAFF MEMBER: EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 Some exciting news is that we have hired Mrs. Catie Wagner as 
the Executive Secretary for St. Amelia Parish effective June 4, 2018.  
She brings with her a myriad of talents and gifts, and will be a great 
addition to our St. Amelia Team.  

 “I am delighted and honored to become part of the St. Amelia 
team as Parish Executive Secretary. Having been part of many teams, 
the word TEAM has many meanings for me, at St. Amelia’s it is 
“Together Everyone Achieves More.” 

 “I reside in Wheatfield with my husband, David, and our four 
children, Benjamin, Alexandria, Emmett and Franklin.  Benjamin, Al-
exandria and Emmett will be attending St. Amelia’s School in the Fall. 
We also have 2 dogs, 2 cats and a turtle. I grew up attending St. Chris-
topher’s School, then Holy Angels Academy, and went on to graduate 
from SUNY Brockport College with my Bachelors of Science in 
American History. Throughout my youth, I enjoyed playing sports 
from soccer, basketball to badminton and even tried swinging a golf 

club which, I found was not one of my better sports. As a family, we are students at Jindo Martial Arts, each on our 
own path to our Black Belt. I also enjoy traveling to our family house in the Adirondacks.” 

“My previous work experience includes scooping ice cream at Ben and Jerry’s in the Outlet Mall, and in 
childcare. Through these positions, I learned to work with various groups of people, and having communication as 
one of the key components to helping the team run smoothly. I have had administrative assistant positions, at St. 
Francis of Assisi School in the City of Tonawanda, and most recently St. Gregory the Great Parish. Through these 
positions I have grown tremendously in my faith; being able to serve people from giving communion to the home-
bound and masses, lecturing at funerals, prayer services, major roles with various events during Lent, and filling in 
where needed.” 

“I want to thank Fr. Sibby, the Parish Trustees, the Search Committee and Parish Staff for giving me this 
awesome opportunity to be a part of the St. Amelia’s Team.  I look forward to begin serving the St. Amelia Parish 
on June 4, and for many years to come.” 
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                                                                                 PARISH CENSUS UPDATE 

 We have undertaken a major project for the parish as we work to update all of our parishioners’ information. 
You should have received a Letter and New Parish Census Form in the mail from Tom and Kathleen Christy – 
Census Committee Chairs and myself, in our effort to gather and update All St Amelia Parishioners and Families da-
ta. This information is vital and important for us to be able to communicate, keep in contact, and enrich all of the 
ministries of our parish. We ask everyone to please take the time to fill out as many questions and provide as much 
information as possible. If you have questions, or need additional information or assistance in completing the census 
form, please contact the parish office at 716-836-0011. 

 Also, for your convenience, we have made the response form available online. Simply visit the St Amelia 
Church website at www.stamelia.com. Click on the link to complete the census form, complete and submit. Thus far, 
we have received 551 census forms from parishioners. I thank you for your assistance and look forward to responses 
from all those who are still preparing their forms for submission. 

 

                     FATHER SEAN PAUL FLEMING - THANK YOU and CONGRATULATIONS! 

 On behalf of our former Pastor Msgr. Thomas Maloney, our pastor Father Sebastian Pierro, Father Don Measer, 
Deacon Ken Monaco, Mr. James Mule – Principal, Elaine Volker – Family Faith Formation, Kathy Waite – Outreach 
and Youth, Brian Ruh – Pastoral Associate, Robert Warner – Business Manager and the entire parish family of St. 
Amelia - we want to thank you, Father Sean Paul Fleming, for your years of ministry here at St. Amelia Parish. You 
have blessed our parish with your beautiful voice, your creativity in liturgical celebrations, your gentle love in work-
ing with the school, and your spirit-filled homilies of faith and prayer. We appreciate all you have done and say: 
THANK YOU!!! 

 We wish you well as you venture off to Catholic University of America in Washington, DC, to pursue an STL 
Degree in Liturgy. May God bless you and be assured of the prayers and love of all of us.  

 

                                                            SEMINARIAN FOR PASTORAL YEAR 

 We are pleased to announce that Ryan Keating will be joining our parish family for his pastoral year experience. 
His pastoral year begins July 1, when he will participate in his CPE (Clinical Pastoral Experience) Program at a hos-
pital in Pittsburgh, PA. til mid-August. His time with us begins August 26.  

 You may ask: what is a pastoral year experience? A seminarian after completing two years of his theological 
studies is assigned to a parish for his pastoral year. It is during this time that Ryan will be able to experience and par-
ticipate in many aspects of St. Amelia Parish life. It is my hope that Ryan will be able to get a flavor of Ministry by 
being involved in: Parish Outreach, Youth, School, Religious Education, attending meetings and so much more. It is 
my hope to share with him visitation to the sick, pastoral visits for the anointing of the sick, funerals, wakes, liturgies, 
and cemetery services, preparing couples for marriage, and whatever else may come our way. Ryan will live at St. 
Amelia in the rectory with Father Don, our new parochial vicar, and myself. The rectory is our home where we will 
share prayer, meals and brotherhood together. Please welcome Ryan Keating into our Parish Family and Team. 

 

                                                                       PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION 

 Saturday, June 2 at St Joseph’s Cathedral at 9:30 am - Bishop Richard Malone ordained four men to the priest-
hood for ministry in the Diocese of Buffalo: Rev. Mr. Peter Bassey, Rev. Mr. Paul Cygan, Rev. Mr. Peter Santandreu 
and Rev. Mr. Jerry Skrzynski. Please pray for these newly ordained Priests. One of them, the Rev. Peter J. Santan-
dreau, has already been assigned to serve at St Amelia Parish as our New Parochial Vicar. May God bless all four of 
these men, now that they have received the Gift of the Priesthood through the imposition of hands, anointing of 
Chrism, and the call to service.  

 To repeat the all-important news contained in the previous paragraph  -  the new parochial vicar assigned 
to St. Amelia parish by Bishop Malone is….. Rev. Peter J. Santandreu. I hope everyone in the parish will take 
the earliest available  opportunity to welcome this new parochial vicar into our Community of Faith. 

                                                                                                                                                 - Fr. Sibby 
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 Planning is underway for the 50th Reunion of the gradu-
ating class of 1968 at St. Amelia School, with the actual 
meeting place set for Caputi’s Sheridan Pub on October 6, 
2018. Caputi’s is located at 2351 Sheridan Drive, To-
nawanda, NY.  

 If you were a member of the 1968 class, or if you know 
someone who was, please pass along the information that a 
celebration is being planned for that time and place. 

 Anyone who would like to help with the planning and 
preparation for this significant reunion is asked to contact 
either Beth O’Connor at ge1126@aol.com or Mark Murphy, 
who can be reached at mmurph954@yahoo.com.  

 It is expected to be a joyful time of reminiscing, shar-
ing life stories and events, picture-sharing, and fun times 
with catching up. Classmates who plan to attend are also 
asked to contact either Beth or Mark with updated addresses 
and contact information, so that any other planning develop-
ments can be passed on. 

 A Facebook page has been setup as St. Amelia Class of 
’68 Reunion, and all new information will be posted there 
for interested parties to see. 

 

 

             St. Amelia School Class of 1968 Planning a 50th Reunion 

                              In 1968 

• The Beatles released ‘The White Album’ 

• Richard Nixon was elected President 

• The Vietnam War was in full swing 

• Bobby Unser won the Indianapolis 500 

• Martin Luther King and Sen. Robert Kennedy were both 
assassinated 

• The Green Bay Packers won the Super Bowl 33-14 over 
the Oakland Raiders 

• The television news program ’60 Minutes’ made its debut 

• The Detroit Tigers won the World Series over the St. Lou-
is Cardinals in 7 games 

• Led Zeppelin made their American debut in Denver, CO 

• 2001: A Space Odyssey premiered in Washington, DC 

• The musical ‘Hair’ opened on Broadway 

• Civil Rights unrest erupted at the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill, and around the country 

 The Bishop's Altar Server Award was established to hon-
or an altar server from each parish for dedication and service 
to their parish. The 2018 Awards Mass took place at St. Jo-
seph's Cathedral, on Saturday, March 24, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., 
with Bishop Richard J. Malone presenting a medal to each 
honoree. Following the Mass, there was a reception at the 
Buffalo Niagara Convention Center, Franklin Street, Buffa-
lo.    

 St. Amelia Parish is proud to recognize Samuel Baker as 
our Altar Server of the Year. Sam is a senior at St. Joseph’s 
Collegiate Institute, and has been serving since his family first 
joined the parish over six years ago.  

 Sam has been very reliable and has a keen understanding 
of the flow of the liturgy, and is able to adapt to unexpected 
changes. He has been a good model and mentor for our 
younger servers.  

 As Sam puts it, “It feels really good to be recognized for 
something that I really care about, and that I put a lot of time 
into over the years”. 

                   Samuel Baker Selected as Altar Server of the Year 

                 Samuel Baker, pictured here with his parents. 
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THRU THE LENS 

First Communicants head into Chuch on their big day. 

Youth Ministry participants of the Niagara River Gorge hike.  

Adult Servers from the recently formed 
ministry at St. Amelia’s. 

SAS students presented with Ribbons of Hope and Candles of Loyalty 

Artist’s conception of the new 
Gathering Space, as seen 
from the parking lot. 



The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, reg-

istered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in 

the geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not 

wish to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com       

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 

2I0 Saint Amelia Drive    Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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   Postmaster:  Please deliver by June 11th 

Editor’s Note: After much deliberation, it has been decided to alter the publication schedule of The Ameliorator, in the interests of be-

coming more cost-effective. This change is in alignment with the overall policy of the parish administration, which is to achieve cost effi-

ciencies wherever possible. Beginning with the present issue, The Ameliorator will cover a three-month period, and will become in effect, 

a quarterly issue. For the remainder of 2018, that means there will be an issue for June-July-August, one for September-October-

November, and one for December-January-February. 

                      Outreach to Hold Open House for Volunteers 

 Outreach will be hosting an 
Open House for parishioners, 
providing an opportunity to learn 
about and see the many good 
works that are done here by dedi-
cated volunteers.  

 The Open House is also 
meant to be an invitation for any-
one and everyone, to join our 
many volunteers who make life 
better for so many people in the 
community.  

 We will be gathering at the 
Outreach Office on Thursday, 

June 21st, 2:00-5:00 p.m., and will 
have tours of the facility, along 
with light refreshments. 

 At left is a picture of 100 bas-
kets which were hand-made by 
our volunteers, and these baskets 
will be filled with goodies and 
personal care items, before being 
taken to Veteran's Hospital for the 
residents, on June 14th, which is 
Flag Day.   

 To attend the Open House on 
June 21st, come to The Light-
house, 200 St. Amelia Dr., and use 
the back entrance.   


