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                  St. Amelia’s Family Attends March for Life 2019 
By Jennifer Baker 

 I have attended the March for 
Life several times and have taken 
9 of my 10 children with me over 
the years. This year I was blessed 
to have my son, Abraham, 19, his 
fiancée, Sarah Zielinski, 20, my 
son, Albert, 16, and two of my 
daughters, Sarah, 14, and Doris, 
12, accompany me.  

 We are fortunate to be able 
to drive ourselves and stay with 
friends in Arlington to keep the 
cost affordable, so more of us can 
attend. While preparing for the 
trip, many questions about abor-
tion come up. This is the perfect opportunity to educate 
our children on the facts of the issue and reinforce the 
teachings of our Catholic Faith.  

 In doing so, Doris, who attended the March for the 
first time this year, remarked, “This is a really bad thing 
that is happening, and we need to let people know the 
right thing to do.”  

 Each year, there are more and more young adults in 
attendance at the March, and it gives me much hope for 
the future of our great country. Youth groups from all 
over the United States come in droves to show their sup-
port for life. I have met people from Michigan, Texas, 
Mississippi, and New Mexico who travel for hours, 
sometimes days, to attend this March. When it’s over, 
they get back on their buses and head right back home. 

 My future daughter-in-law, Sarah, said, “This was 
my first time attending the March for Life. I found it 
very uplifting to see the number and variety of people 
who came…from young families to men from a Pro-Life 
biker gang, and everyone in between. It was truly amaz-
ing to be completely surrounded by people who shared 
my beliefs (about abortion). 

 I am grateful to have had the opportunity to hear our 
president and vice president, and the vice president’s 
family, speak in support of life at this March. Abraham 
had this to say, “I was pleasantly surprised to see a few 
Democrats speak. It gave me hope that this is truly a non
-partisan movement.” 

 I have been overjoyed 
to hear about the large num-
ber of hand-held sonogram 
machines provided by the 
Knights of Columbus to 
several pregnancy centers 
throughout the country. 
These machines have pro-
vided opportunities for cri-
sis pregnancy workers to 
help pregnant women con-
sidering aborting their ba-
bies. These women grasp 
the beauty of these unique 
individuals and they over-

whelmingly choose life. This is inspiring.  

This year one of the speakers was Ben Shapiro, host of 
the Ben Shapiro Show. He provided a science-based, non
-religious rebuttal to the top ten reasons women state for 
having an abortion. This was an inspiring speech that 
was fact-filled and gave the average person the words to 
defend life in any situation.  

 You do not need to be well-versed to defend life, or 
even as my daughter Sarah observed, “You don’t even 
need to believe in God to defend life,” you just need to 
know the facts. We do not do this to be popular, we do 
this because it’s the right thing to do. 

 We waved to the EWTN camera as we passed it in 
its usual location on the corner of Constitution and Inde-
pendence Avenues, and soon came to the end of the 
March in front of the Supreme Court building, behind 
most of the marchers. We took the time for Albert to 
have a conversation, not a confrontation, with one of the 
willing March protesters. When asked when she believed 
life began, the protester decided the conversation was 
over. No more discussion. Hopefully, a seed was planted 
that will inspire her to investigate the truth.  

 We will continue to attend the March for Life as a 
family as long as possible. We will also continue to let 
our local and state government officials know how we 
feel about this very important issue. We will also contin-
ue to support the organizations in our area that are help-
ing women who choose life. We will always stand for 
life. 
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                      Fr. Sibby’s 37-Year Journey in the Priesthood 

 To celebrate the 15-year anni-
versary of the Emmaus Men’s Pro-
gram, a special guest was invited in 
to speak on February 9th – Fr. Sebas-
tian Pierro. Fr. Sibby related to the 
fascinated group of attendees the 
story of his 37-year long journey to 
the priesthood, including some of his 
most memorable experiences along 
the way.  

 As many vocations do, Fr. Sib-
by’s began with a loving home life, 
where he was surrounded by a fami-
ly deeply committed to their faith 
and to works of ministry. This had a 
major influence on him as he grew 
up on the west side of Buffalo, at-
tending Holy Cross Grammar 
School.  

 He rose early every day, so he 
could serve as an altar boy at 7:00 
a.m. Mass, and he still remembers 
the gruff advice of Monsignor Gam-
bino there, “You pray, you study, 
you become a priest.” 

 Fr. Sibby’s first actual exposure 
to the idea of a vocation came in the 
4th grade, when he was tasked with 
writing an essay about what he want-
ed to be when he grew up.  

 He had no trouble completing 
that essay by writing about his desire 
to become a priest, especially since 
members of the clergy were frequent 
visitors at the Pierro home during his 
adolescence.  

 However, when he moved on to Bishop Fallon and Canis-
ius, he fell into the same habits that many young people do – 
he studied law and accounting, he dated, he hung out with 
friends, and he enjoyed himself. But he distinctly remembers 
feeling unfulfilled with all that, and then speaking with Mon-
signor Lorenzetti, who promptly called the local Vocation Di-
rector, to setup an appointment for young Sebastian. 

 He was required to go through all the psychological tests 
and interviews, and eventually found himself in attendance at 
Wadhams Hall Seminary College. This being his very first 
time away from home for any period, he got severely home-
sick, and had great difficulty adjusting to his new way of life.  

 He even contemplated going home, until he got some 
anonymous words of encouragement from a friend, which in-
spired him to work through his loneliness and homesickness.  

 He completely turned that situation around, and eventual-
ly even rose to the office of President of the College Student 
Body, giving an inspirational talk of his own as a senior.  

 At Christ the King Seminary, he 
studied Theology and Spirituality on a 
deeper level, and did community work 
in the areas of alcoholism, religious ed-
ucation, and hospital work. After com-
pletion of his academic requirements, 
Mr. Pierro was ordained a deacon, and 
assigned to St. Vincent de Paul parish in 
North Evans. 

 On that memorable day, 1,000 peo-
ple attended his ordination, with 45 
priests from out of town, and his career 
started off with a bang. After being or-
dained as a priest, he spent six years as 
Parochial Vicar at Nativity of Our Lord 
in Orchard Park, and another seven 
years at Sts. Peter and Paul in Hamburg.  

 Following two years at Christ the 
King Seminary, he was assigned to be 
the Pastor at Holy Trinity in Dunkirk, 
and six years later, he moved on to St. 
Peter’s at Lewiston, where he spent 12 
years as Pastor.  

 At that time, Fr. Sibby’s father 
died, and he celebrated the funeral Mass 
for his own father, which he has con-
fessed, was one of the hardest things he 
ever had to do. The fact that so many 
priests gathered for the Mass to offer 
their prayers and support, was the one 
fact which allowed him to keep it to-
gether during the mass and afterward.  

 His father’s passing triggered a 
time of personal crisis for Fr. Sibby, 
and his deep emotional ties to his father 
made him question a great many things. 
Eventually however, he survived this 

personal crisis, and was appointed Senior Parochial Vicar at 
St. Greg’s Church in Williamsville, NY, from 2012 through 
2017. After that, he was appointed Pastor of St. Amelia’s 
Church, where he has led our parish with grace and firmness 
ever since. 

 Fr. Sibby expresses his personal secret to being a great 
priest as maintaining balance in his life – a balance between 
prayer, work, ministry, and even some personal time. He loves 
the Bills, Sabres, and New York Yankees, and watches their 
games whenever possible. He also enjoys cooking, and work-
ing on cars which can be displayed at shows in the area. 

 The best thing about being a priest? According to Fr. Sib-
by, it is, “Meeting so many great people, celebrating the sacra-
ments, being who you really are as a person, and being a part 
of a great faith community.” 
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 The Year 2019 sure began with some intense cold 
and snowy weather for our community. As we approach 
the Lenten Season which starts on Ash Wednesday – 
March 6, and as our foreheads are marked with ashes as 
a sign of our faith and a willingness to be a people of 
prayer, deed, almsgiving and fasting, may we use this 
time to journey to Easter Resurrection.  

 I invite everyone to plan on attending our Parish 
Lenten Retreat – April 1, 2 and 3 led by Father Kevin 
Creagh, C.M., Vice President of Niagara University. 
Please consult the Lenten Schedule for ALL the various 
opportunities of Prayer, Retreat, Reconciliation, etc., as 
they are listed in this edition of the Ameliorator.  

 Lent is a special time of prayer for us as we experi-
ence conversion, forgiveness and perform deeds of lov-
ing service as we return to the Lord. We hear the words: 
“Repent from your sins and believe in the good news.” 
May our Lenten time offer us this opportunity to grow in 
holiness and embrace the cross of Christ in love. 

Ordination Celebrations 

 We as a parish have much to celebrate and give 
thanks to God for this year, as two parishioners of St. 

Amelia will be ordained: Christopher Emminger to the 
order of Transitional Deacon, and Deacon Robert Con-
tarin to the priesthood. I ask everyone to please mark 
their calendars with these important dates and times: 

· Saturday, May 25 at 9:30 a.m., Diaconate Ordina-
tion of Christopher Emminger at St. Joseph’s Cathedral 
by Bishop Richard Malone 

· Sunday, May 26 - Deacon Emminger will assist and 
preach at the 11:00 a.m. Mass here at St. Amelia Church 
with a reception to follow in the School Gym 

· Saturday, June 1 at 9:30 a.m. Priesthood Ordina-
tion of Transitional Deacon Robert Contarin at St. Jo-
seph’s Cathedral by Bishop Richard Malone 

· Sunday, June 2 – Rev. Robert Contarin will cele-
brate his First Mass of Thanksgiving as a Priest, at the 
11:00 a.m. Mass at St Amelia Church, with a reception to 
follow in the School Gym. 

All are welcome to attend these celebrations, and sup-
port these young men in their vocational journey of 
service to the Church! 

 When I first arrived at this par-
ish, I noticed the Stations of the 
Cross were not being offered Friday 
evenings, just select Friday after-
noons during Lent for the school 
kids.  

 I knew our neighboring parishes 
were offering them, and wanted to 
offer them for our parish, too. I 

shared my thoughts during a Parish Council meeting, 
with, at the time, Mr. Ken Monaco, and we collaborated 
to give the people of St. Amelia a traditional but unique 
version of the Stations of the Cross.  

 Not knowing the kind of response we would get, Ken 
and I originally chose a program that we presented with 
minimal assistance (since it was just the two of us), 
something more prayerful for the attendee. We initially 
offered it a couple times during Lent, but after it began to 
grow in popularity, we arranged to offer it every Friday 
during Lent.   

 Last year, we adjusted mid-way 
through Lent, and found the new 
program provides even more inter-
action and participation from the 
parishioners, if they wish. Deacon 
Ken and I have received positive 
feedback and have seen significant 
growth over these past few years.  

 To add to participants’ experi-
ence, the Stations have been illuminated now, and each 
one has also been painted, so they’re much more appeal-
ing.  

 When we first began, we were lucky to have maybe 
fifteen people in attendance, now we routinely see fifty 
plus people! We especially thank our Holy Name Socie-
ty, which has been very supportive of our efforts, and has 
ensured that some of its members are present every 
week. It has been definitely a rewarding and enjoyable 
experience to offer this up to the parish and to our Lord.  

                              Attendance at Stations of the Cross Grows 

By Dan Verdi 
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             2019 Schedule of Lenten Activities and Holy Week Events 

                    Stations of the Cross 

Stations will be prayed every Friday Evening during Lent at 
6:45 p.m. The parish groups listed below will be participating 
and assisting in the praying of the Stations of the Cross. 
Please come and join them, as we walk the steps of Christ’s 
Life and Love for us: 

March 8 – Holy Name Society & Emmaus Men’s Group 
March 15 – Stewardship Group & Ladies of Charity & Wom-
en at the Well 
March 22 – Greeters, Lectors, Ushers, Music Ministry, & 
Youth 
March 29 – School and Religious Education Families 
April 5 – Special Ministers of the Eucharist & The Precious 
Blood Prayer Group 
April 12 – Pro Life and St. Vincent De Paul Society 
 

                        Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, March 6 - Day of Fast and Abstinence 
Confessions from 9:30  -  10:30 a.m. and 6:00  -  7:00 p.m. 
Masses at 6:30 am, 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
Ash Wednesday Service with No Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
 

              Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Besides the Parish Penance Service (April 3), Confessions 
will be heard on all the Saturdays prior to the Easter Vigil at 
3:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. in the church, or by appointment. 

Confessions will not be heard during the Sacred Triduum: 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday 

                    Lenten Prayer Book 

We encourage all families of the parish to pick up a copy of 
our parish Lenten Prayer Book, entitled: “The Little Black 
Book”, by Bishop Ken Untener at all the entrances of the 
Church, the weekend of March 2-3. It is intended to assist 
you in your daily Lenten prayer, as we prepare for the glory 
of Easter. 

           Weekday Lenten Mass Schedule 

Weekday Lenten Masses will be as follows: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays – 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursday – 6:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Saturdays – 8:00 a.m. 

                  Lenten Nights of Prayer 

Theme: Lent a time of Fasting, Pray and Reconciliation 
Presented By: Rev. Kevin Creagh, CM  
Vice President of Niagara University 
Monday, Tuesday - April 1 & 2 – All in Church 
1:00 p.m. – Mass and Lent Inspirational Talk 
7:00 p.m. – Repeat of Afternoon Inspirational Talk and Pray-
er Service 

          Lenten Series: Bishop Robert Barron 

Hosted by: Rev. Peter Santandreu 
Thursdays Nights in Lent at 7:00 p.m. in Rectory Basement 
Meeting Room 
March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 & 11 

                          Parish Penance Service  

Wednesday, April 3 – 12 Guest Priests 

Prayer Service & Penance Service at 7:00 p.m. 

                                                HOLY  
Palm Sunday  -  April 14th  

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses – 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  -  April 15th  -  17th 

Regular Lenten Schedule of Daily Masses 
Monday, April 15 at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 16 at 6:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 17 at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Thursday  -  April 18th  -  The Lord’s Supper 

There is NO Morning Mass on this day 
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
7:00 p.m. Mass of the Last Supper and Washing of Feet 
8:15 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Altar of Repose & Adoration in 
school gym 
Bus Trip to visit Seven Churches 
Bus Leaves St Amelia’s at 8:15 p.m. and returns 11:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

WEEK 

Good Friday  -  April 19th  -  The Lord’s Passion 

Mass is not celebrated this day 
This is a day of Fast and Abstinence 
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
12:00 Noon – Seven Last Words of Christ 
2:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, Veneration of the 
Cross and Distribution of Eucharist 
7:00 p.m. – Stations of the Cross 

Holy Saturday  - April 20th  -  Easter Vigil  

Mass is not celebrated in the Morning this day 
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
12:00 p.m. Noon - Blessing of Easter Foods & Baskets 
NO 4:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. Mass 
8:00 p.m. – Mass of Easter Vigil with the Blessing of Fire, 
Procession of Light, Lengthy Liturgy of the Word, 
Blessing of Easter Water and Celebration of Baptism, Confir-
mation and Eucharist 

Easter Sunday  -  April 21st  -  Celebration of the Lord’s 
Resurrection 

Easter Sunday Masses - 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
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Zero Hour will be March 3rd and April 7th, 7:30-9:00 
p.m. in the cafeteria. All high school teens are invited to 
this fun, free event, and 8th graders are invited to "move 
up" and see what will be in store for them next year. We 
enjoy Gospel reflection, share videos that inspire our 
faith, play a game in the gym or a board game in the cafe-
teria, and follow with pizza.   

Open Gym Nite is also for high school teens, with a new 
game every 20 minutes, followed by pizza. We will meet 
March 24th and April 28th, and 8th graders are welcome 
to the April session. Friends are always welcome, or 
come to make new friends! 

TPE Connection is a fun youth 
group just for grades 6-8. They will 
meet March 10th, April 14th, and 
May 19th in the gym from 6:30-
8:00 p.m.  We enjoy fun activities 
that incorporate the Gospel, have 
crazy games, and end with piz-
za. Friends are always welcome. 5th 
graders will be invited to the May 
session!   

Young Adults Bible Study will be 
every Monday night in March, 7:30 p.m. in the crying 
room for college age through 30’s. It is a fun group, join 
us when you can. We also plan fun events and service 
nights on Final Fridays. March 29th we will be volunteer-

ing at Friends of Night People. April 26th will be movie 
night! Contact Kathy Waite at  

youngadult@stamelia.com, or 
716-491-8269 for more details. 

Easter Egg Hunt will be Sun-
day, April 28th after the 9:00 
a.m. Mass. If weather is good, we 
will be right outside of the 
church. In inclement weather, 
come to the school cafeteria. Ag-
es 3 - Grade 3 are invited to hunt 
for eggs, and anyone in Grade 4+ 
is welcome to help hide the 
eggs. Contact Kathy Waite 
at youth@stamelia.com for more 
information.   

Youth Mass will be celebrated at area parishes each 
month. All ages are welcome to this family-friendly Lit-
urgy, where young people are the lectors, ushers, Eucha-
ristic Ministers, and provide dynamic music. The Mass 
always begins at 5:00 p.m.  Join us March 24th at St. 
John the Baptist in Kenmore, April 28th at St. Chris-
topher's in Tonawanda, May TBD, and June 30th at St. 
Paul's in Kenmore. Refreshments and fellowship follow 
the Mass. If you would like to get involved, con-
tact debbie1@vivaniagara.com for music, 
and psantandreu@stamelia.com to help with the Liturgy. 

                             Upcoming Youth Ministry Happenings 

 Our very popular Summer Session of Religious Education will 
take place July 8th – 19th this year. Classes are for grades 4 – 9 and 
will run from 9 a.m. – 12 noon. As always, these classes fill quickly. 
We open registration to St. Amelia parishioners on March 1st with a 
fee of $60/student. On March 21st, we will open it to non-parishioners 
at $110/student.  

 These classes are taught by profes-
sional educators who make each class 
interesting and engaging.  We limit class 
size, so each student will get the best pos-
sible experience. For more information 
you can call the Religious Education De-
partment at 833-8647, or check our web-
site at www.stameliareled.com for regis-
tration forms. 

      

 Vacation Bible School for kids in Pre-K4 to Grade 5 will be July 29th – August 2nd 
from 9 a.m. – 12 noon. Our theme is “Miraculous Mission - Jesus Saves the World”. 
Registration is $30 per child and will open in May. Kids have loved the week of learn-
ing, crafts, music, and fun, so don’t let your child miss out!   

                      Save These Summer Religious Education Dates! 



Page  6                              The Ameliorator                              March-April-May 2019 

 

THRU THE LENS 

Above, students participate in the Lip Sync Challenge.  Below, additional activities during Catholic Schools Week, 1/27 to 2/2. 

Activities during Open Gym Nite Scout Sunday at St. Amelia’s, February 3rd. Youth Ministry faith-sharing 
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Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

836-4590

Service Deli • Scratch Bakery
Cafe • Custom Cut Meats

Budwey’s Plaza 
535 Division St., North Tonawanda

693-2802
Local Family Owned & Operated

Robert P. Goodwin, Esq.

400 Rand Building
14 Lafayette Square

Buffalo, NY
(716) 856-1636

WALSH ROBERTS & GRACE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Northtowns Plumber/Handyman 
licensed and insuredMalecki

H O M E  S E RV I C E S ,  L LC
 716.370.0795
 (CELL/TEXT: 716.228.5039)
High Quality Workmanship at Affordable Prices
www.maleckihomeservices.com

 Vinyl Replacement Windows & Siding
 TORO, TECUMSEH, STIHL SAWS
 751 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst

Jeff Chameli 832-9310

 • Prompt Efficient
 Service
 • Sump Pumps
 • Water Heaters

Licensed & Insured
716-695-1479
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Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com     
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    Postmaster:  Please deliver by March 5th 

                 Conversation with St. Amelia’s Altar Server of the Year 

When did you first start serving? 

 I started my training to serve with Fr. Tom when I was in 5th grade at St. Amelia. 

Why did you first sign up to serve? 

 At the time, all my friends were signing up and I thought it would be fun.  Also, my uncles 
were altar servers when they were in grade school. 

Why do you continue to serve? 

 There are a couple of reasons I still serve. First, I’ve been doing it for so long, it really isn’t a 
big deal. I’m at Mass on Sundays with my family anyway, so I might as well help out. Also, I am 
currently in the National Honor Society and want to graduate with at least 100 service hours. I have 
already surpassed that, but will continue until I graduate. 

What are some of the things you see sitting up at the altar that the average parishioner does 
not see? 

 From the vantage point of the altar servers, you can see all the people who are completely fo-
cusing on what is being said, and you can see who is not. It is easy to see all the distracted kids and 
parents, the activities of the ushers in the back, and my family watching my every move. 

What are your personal plans after you graduate Starpoint High School? 

 Since I received early acceptance along with a scholarship to the University at Buffalo, that is 
where I’m headed in the fall. I still haven’t quite figured out my major, but I plan to use the first 
year to explore all my options. I will also continue working at Delta Sonic Car Wash. 

Editor’s Note: After being honored as the diocesan Altar Server of the Year, Adam Converse agreed to be interviewed about his service 
and his future plans. On February 16th, Adam was officially presented with his award at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, with a reception afterward 
at the Buffalo Convention Center. 


