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                Meet Our Transitional Deacon, Rev. Mr. Denning Achidi 

 On Saturday, May 25th, Rev. Mr. Denning Achidi 
was ordained as a Transitional Deacon of the Diocese of 
Buffalo, at St. Joseph’s Cathedral. Bishop Richard 
Malone has assigned Rev. Mr. Achidi to St. Amelia Par-
ish, so as of June 1, 2019, he will be working with Fr. 
Sibby and Fr. Peter, until he is ordained as a priest on 
June 6, 2020.  

 It has been a long journey 
for Rev. Mr. Achidi, coming 
from Bamenda, Cameroon to 
western NY, but his strong 
faith has seen him through all 
the obstacles and difficulties 
of making the transition to 
this country and to his voca-
tion.  

 His hometown of 
Bamenda, Cameroon was 
much more westernized than 
village life in that country, 
where tradition and tribal lore 
still have a strong hold on the 
population.  

 He was originally bap-
tized as a Presbyterian, but 
soon discovered the Catholic faith when he attended a 
private school in Bamenda.  

 He recalls a powerful attraction to Catholic prayer 
life, especially saying the rosary. As he grew up, he 
switched to a public school and became a Catholic, and 
began training to become an altar server. Early during 
this phase, the idea of entering the priesthood first oc-
curred to him, and it became a goal forever after in his 
life.  

 He went to a High School Seminary, which is a kind 
of pre-Seminary for people considering the clergy, and 
became convinced that this was his calling. At that time, 
his family moved to Washington, DC, and he had the 
chance to worship at the National Shrine in Washington.  

 He continued his studies here, and was accepted at 
Christ the King Seminary in 2016, where he studied Phi-
losophy and Theology. He was assigned to Bemus Point 
for his Apostolic work in that same year, and ministered 
to the local community.  

 Later, he fulfilled his Clinical Pastoral Education 
requirements at the Cleveland Clinic for ten weeks in 
2017. He spent his Pastoral year at Our Lady of Victory 
Basilica, where he was exposed to RCIA, altar server 
training, religious education, pre-marital investigation, 
and confirmation classes, as well as what parish life is all 
about.  

 His Pastoral year concluded 
in June of 2018, after which he 
returned to Christ the King Semi-
nary to complete his third year of 
Theology.  

 This prepared him for the re-
cent ordination as a Transitional 
Deacon, and after completing his 
fourth year at CKS, he will be or-
dained as a priest in the Catholic 
Church. 

       During this year, Rev. Mr. 
Achidi will spend the summer 
months of June, July and August 
at St. Amelia, and then return to 
Christ the King Seminary in Sep-
tember to complete his academic 
requirements.  

 For the period from September 2019 to May of 
2020, Transitional Deacon Achidi will travel back and 
forth from Christ the King Seminary to St. Amelia two 
weekends a month, and will participate in the parish 
weekend liturgies, as well as the ministerial life of the 
parish.  

 When not involved with matters of faith, Rev. Mr. 
Achidi enjoys reading, playing basketball and tennis, 
watching movies, and taking thoughtful walks. He is 
very much looking forward to experiencing life at St. 
Amelia’s parish, and to knowing all the people here.  

 As he says, “I am very humbled about becoming a 
servant of the Church, and I feel something like Mother 
Mary must have felt, being a lowly person elevated to a 
great purpose. Fr. Sibby and Fr. Peter have been very 
warm and welcoming to me, and I am really looking for-
ward to serving the people of St. Amelia parish in the 
best way that I can.” 
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 This past year was a very exciting time in our parish as we witnessed a variety of improvements in our church 
building. I hope you like the painting and the color that has been added to the church, plus the enhancement of the 
backwall painting for the sanctuary, and the improvements in the pews. The baptismal font was moved to a more 
prominent location in the sanctuary, offering greater visibility to all. Plus, the altar, baptismal font and pulpit marble 
were all freshly cleaned and polished.  

 As work progressed, we witnessed new lighting of the exterior of the church building and skylights, the painting 
of the sacristies and hallways, and installation of new LED lighting leading to the rectory, as well as the replacement 
of ceiling grids and tiles. To enhance our newly painted Stations of the Cross, we installed new LED light fixtures 
for the stations and side walls of the Church.  

 The high point of our improvements to the Church was the installation of a new tile floor for the entire sanctu-
ary, and carpeting throughout the Church. We also added a few more hand railings to assist the elderly to approach 
the sanctuary. All of these changes and improvements were completed by April of 2019.  

 The last item which is being done presently is the installation of three cameras in the church to provide “Live 
streaming” of all liturgical celebrations taking place in the Church daily. It will be a simple procedure to get access: 
Go to stamelia.com – click on the button that designates Livestream – and you should instantly see St Amelia 
Church. When we go “live”, we will announce it in the bulletin. This should be installed and active by the end of 
June 2019. It is an exciting time here at St Amelia’s Parish, as we improve our worship space and give honor and 
glory to our God. 

 It is an exciting time in the life of St Amelia’s Parish for we have improved our worship space and mass sched-
ule so as to give greater honor, glory and praise to our God as a Parish Family. All of these accomplishments have 
been due to the parishioners who gave so generously to the “Upon this Rock Campaign” and our wise use of our par-
ish funds. May God bless you all for your kindness, generosity and commitment to St Amelia, as together we contin-
ue to “Build up the Body of Christ” together for many more years to come. 

                 Fr. Sebastian Pierro, Pastor 

 

 

 

                              Special Time for St. Amelia Vocations  

 St. Amelia parish is very fortunate to have three men 
associated with the parish to be studying and striving to-
ward the priesthood, and all three took major steps on 
their path to the priesthood this year.  

 Deacon Rob Contarin was ordained as a priest on 
June 1st at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, and then celebrated his 
first Mass at St. Amelia Church on June 2nd.  

 Christopher Emminger and Denning Achidi were 
both ordained as deacons on May 25th at St. Joseph’s, 
and served at Mass for the first time the following day, 
on May 26th.  

 Please take time to congratulate these dedicated men 
whenever you see them, and grant them all the respect 
and admiration they are due as servants of God.  
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                First Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration at St. Amelia’s 

                  Young Adults Group to Stay Active Through Summer 

Young Adult Bible Study 

 We will be continuing our journey through Mark’s Gospel over the summer. 
Don’t worry if you haven’t been before, because new people are always wel-
come. We meet Monday nights in St. Amelia’s crying room at 7:30 pm. Join us on 
any Monday with your Bible! For more information contact Fr. Peter Santandreu at 
836-0011 x126, or at psantandreu@stamelia.com. 

 
Allentown Art Festival 

   
June 9th at noon, we will be going to the Allentown Art Festival, with rides provided from St. 
Amelia’s and back. Bring whatever money you expect to need for art and food purchases, and 
be prepared for weather conditions. 
 
 
 

Hike to the Eternal Flame  
 
 On July 26th, we will hike to the Eternal Flame, which is a small waterfall found 
in the Shale Creek Preserve, one of the sections included in Chestnut Ridge Park. The 
grotto at the base of the falls emits natural gas, which can sustain a small flame all 
year round.  
 
 We will also be eating at Five Guys afterward. Participants should meet in the 
church parking lot at 5:00 to carpool, and you should bring money for your dinner. 
 
 
  Please feel free to join us for any or all of these events, since they are planned with you in mind! If you have ques-
tions, call/text 716-491-8269, or email us anytime at youngadults@stamelia.com. 

 With so much emphasis 
placed on the events during Lent, 
and Holy Week in particular, it’s 
easy to overlook the fact that the 
Easter season in the Catholic 
Church continues for another 50 
days after Easter itself.  

 One of the most significant 
events with the Easter season is 
the Divine Mercy Sunday, which 
occurs on the first Sunday after Easter.  

 This year the event was celebrated at St. Amelia’s 
by a wonderful service presided over by Deacon Ken 
Monaco, and was attended by an enthusiastic group of 
about 100 individuals.  

 The Divine Mercy Chaplet was one of the chief 
prayers recited at the celebration of Divine Mercy Sun-
day, April 28th of this year. The service also included 

Gospel readings and an inspired homily 
delivered by Deacon Ken, along with the 
Rite of Exposition and a closing Bene-
diction.  

 A table was provided with numerous 
souvenir items to commemorate Divine 
Mercy Sunday, and there were refresh-
ments served in a social period following 
the celebration.  

 When you think about it, the day is really something 
very special. God already provides us with so many op-
portunities to stay in right relation with Him, for instance 
through Reconciliation and prayer, but on this day, He 
offers us yet another chance to wipe away our sinfulness.  

 As Deacon Ken remarked at the closing of his won-
derful homily, “It’s time that we all re-discovered the 
miracle of God’s Mercy, and all the amazing things it 
can do for us in our daily lives.” 
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                             Class Reunion Scheduled for 1969 St. Amelia Graduates 

 A Class Reunion is be-
ing planned for the 1969 St. 
Amelia class, which is be-
ing coordinated by Elaine 
Antholzner Ball.  

 There will be a meeting 
of all graduates at St. Ame-
lia School on Saturday, July 
12th at 7:00 p.m. in front of 
the school itself.  

 A tour will be conducted by Maureen Mulhern, af-
ter which interested participants will go to Caputi’s at 
2351 Sheridan Drive, to enjoy a get-together with cash 
bar and snacks from 8:00 p.m. to somewhere around 
11:00 or 12:00 midnight.  

 There will then be an informal gathering on July 
13th at the Brighton Music Fest on Jamaica, for more 

friendly exchanges and reminisc-
ing.  

 Contact persons for  more 
information are Amy Jahn DiMar-
tino at av29d@aol.com and Elaine 
Antholzner Ball at elainey-
bal@gmail.com.  

 There is a Facebook page set-
up where graduates can consult to keep in touch and to 
find out more information: “St. Amelia’s reunion class 
of ‘69”.  

 Please pass on this information to anyone whom 
you are in touch with from the Class of ‘69, who may be 
interested in attending.  

 Anyone who wishes to call for more information 
can reach Elaine at 835-6381. 

                                            Entertainment Events of 1969 

 

• Accompanied by Billy Preston, The Beatles gave their last public performance on January 30th, on the 
rooftop of Apple Records  

• The most popular films of the year are Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, True Grit, Easy Rider, 
Midnight Cowboy, and Funny Girl 

• Monty Python’s Flying Circus is broadcast on television for the first time 

• The Woodstock music festival, held from August 15-18, attracts more than 350,000 rock-n-roll fans 

• The Montreal Expos are established, as the first major league baseball team outside the U.S.  

 

                                                Public and Political Events of 1969 

 

• The First Concorde test flight is conducted In France 

• The Boeing 747 jumbo jet makes its debut 

• Members of a bizarre cult led by Charles Manson murder five people 

• The infamous Chappaquiddick affair involving Senator Edward Kennedy, occurs on July 25th, with a 
dead woman found in his car 

• The PBS public broadcasting network is established 

• Neil Armstrong and Edwin ‘Buzz’Aldrin become the first humans to set foot on the moon, landing there 
as part of the Apollo 11 mission 

• 250,000 protesters march on Washington, D.C. against the Vietnam War 

• The Palestine Liberation Organization is founded 
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 On the weekend of May 4th, at the 9:30 and 11:30 
Masses, the third grade children of St. Amelia’s made 
their First Holy Eucharist.  

 It was a joyous occasion, as 84 young girls and 
boys celebrated their first reception of the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ in church.  

 Their guides on the pathway to this awesome expe-
rience were Mrs. Elaine Volker, who serves as our par-
ish sacramental coordinator, and her assistant, Mrs. El-
len Giunta.  

 There were also a number of catechists and parents 
who assisted in the preparation of the children for their 
very first encounter with Christ through the Holy Eucha-
rist.  

 A great deal of gratitude is due to all these individu-
als who helped ready our parish’s youngsters for this 
milestone event in their spiritual lives.  

 All of us should keep these youngsters in our pray-
ers, that they stay on the path they have chosen, and fol-
low Christ as fervently in the future as they do now. 

                     St. Amelia Youngsters Receive First Holy Eucharist 
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THRU THE LENS 

Above from left to right: congratulating the RCIA class, 
lighting the Easter Vigil candle, baptizing Amelia Carr, and Fr. 
Sibby blessing the congregation.  

Above, from left to right: St. Patrick’s Day Irish students, winners of the Terrific Kids  awards, St. Amelia girls. At Bottom: the cast of 
Alice in Wonderland Jr., children preparing for Easter, and Certificate Winners. 
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Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

836-4590

Service Deli • Scratch Bakery
Cafe • Custom Cut Meats

Budwey’s Plaza 
535 Division St., North Tonawanda

693-2802
Local Family Owned & Operated

Robert P. Goodwin, Esq.

400 Rand Building
14 Lafayette Square

Buffalo, NY
(716) 856-1636

WALSH ROBERTS & GRACE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Northtowns Plumber/Handyman 
licensed and insuredMalecki

H O M E  S E RV I C E S ,  L LC
 716.370.0795
 (CELL/TEXT: 716.228.5039)
High Quality Workmanship at Affordable Prices
www.maleckihomeservices.com

 Vinyl Replacement Windows & Siding
 TORO, TECUMSEH, STIHL SAWS
 751 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst

Jeff Chameli 832-9310

 • Prompt Efficient
 Service
 • Sump Pumps
 • Water Heaters

Licensed & Insured
716-695-1479



The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, reg-

istered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in 

the geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not 

wish to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

www.stameliayouthministry.webs.com 

www.stameliareled.com     

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 

2I0 Saint Amelia Drive    Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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    Postmaster:  Please deliver by June 5th 

                Changes in Mass Times To Take Effect July 6, 2019 

 As of July 6th of this year, the new Mass times will 
take effect at St. Amelia parish, which means that there 
will no longer be a 7:00 p.m. Mass on Saturdays.  

 The idea behind eliminating the second Vigil Mass 
on Saturdays is to build stronger and more vibrant Litur-
gical celebrations, to encourage greater participation from 
parishioners, and to fill the church up with more partici-
pants.  

 The good thing is that the music from the Folk 
Group, which was formerly provided at the Saturday 7:00 
Mass, will be incorporated into Sunday celebrations, so 

that anyone who is a big fan of the Folk Group won’t be 
disappointed.  

 The decisions made regarding these Mass changes 
were arrived at after an extensive survey of parishioners, 
which was carried out by the Parish Council.  

 Recommendations for this new schedule were made 
by the Parish Council in tandem with the Parish Trustees, 
with the expectation that everyone would be able to find 
a time convenient for their personal attendance at Mass 
celebrations. 

                           Weekday Mass Times 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m 

Tuesday, Thursday   6:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday      8:00 a.m. 

       Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday      4:30 p.m. 

Sunday      7:00 a.m.,  9:00 a.m.,11:00 a.m. 


