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        Meet Scott Kapperman, our New St. Amelia School Principal 

 Following an exhaustive search, 
The Principal Search Committee fi-
nally settled on one outstanding can-
didate, and offered the position of St. 
Amelia School Principal to Scott 
Kapperman, effective as of August 
1, 2019.  

 Mr. Kapperman comes to St. 
Amelia’s after 10 years as a Catholic 
School educator, most recently from 
Immaculate Conception School.  

 Prior to his Catholic school ex-
perience, Scott was involved in the 
business world, and that should also 
serve him well when it comes to the 
business aspects of administering a large school. 

 Scott is very happy to be continuing his career as a 
Catholic school principal, because he believes there’s one 
very powerful component that Catholic schools have to 
offer, which public schools simply cannot match – God.  

 He considers it his mission in life to bring the word 
of the Gospel to children, so they can have an under-
standing of the most important ideas and principles in all 
Creation. Through behaviors and attitudes, in everything 
they do at school, children can have the opportunity to 
relate to God, and nothing is more important to him. 

 Scott sees himself becoming very hands-on, very 
involved with the children, at least to the extent that his 
administrative duties will allow.  

 “I love being involved with kids, and I want very 
much to interact as much as possible. Having two Deans 
of Students will make that easier for me, so I’m looking 
forward to it.” 

 He met most of the faculty members at a Meet ‘n 
Greet on August 12th, and he is very impressed with the 
level of talent and experience at St. Amelia School.  

 “They seem like a very welcoming, close-knit group, 
and when they’re all together like at that meeting, it was 
a situation which just seemed to breathe Family,” says 
Scott. “I think we will all get along great together, and 

I’m looking forward to building a 
team that will continue the legacy 
of excellence that this school es-
tablished before I got here.  

 I also like to delegate and to 
share responsibility, so I’m sure 
I’ll be working very closely with 
most of these faculty members.” 

 Kapperman’s main objectives 
at the outset of his St. Amelia ten-
ure are twofold. First, he wants to 
maintain and even improve on 
communications with all stake-
holders in the school.  

 Secondly, he wants to establish and adhere to school 
policies, so that everyone can understand the expecta-
tions involved, and can thrive under the system.  

 Scott was immediately attracted to St. Amelia 
School when he learned of the opening here. “For as long 
as I’ve been in the Diocese of Buffalo, St. Amelia School 
has been like the model of what a great Catholic school 
should be.  

 In terms of how it’s been run, the morals, the aca-
demics, the continuing recognition of excellence. Anyone 
who is even considering a Catholic school would want to 
come here.” 

 So what would Scott like to say to parents of school 
children, and to all other parishioners of St. Amelia’s at 
the beginning of his tenure here?  

 “I am really, really excited to be here. I’m the father 
of two children myself, I have a wonderful, loving wife, 
and I just love the things that are happening in my life 
right now, including this position with St. Amelia’s.  

 I intend to treat every child here like he or she is my 
own child, and I’m very much looking forward to part-
nering with parents, so we can provide students with the 
best Catholic education in this entire region.” 
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 It is amazing to think that September 1, 2019, marks 
the anniversary of the beginning of my third year as pas-
tor of St. Amelia. We have been blessed to see all the 
activities and involvement of volunteers in our over fifty 
ministries here. This article will highlight some of the 
major accomplishments and upcoming events for our 
parish family. 

 On a special note, it is wonderful to see our Youth 
Ministry Program growing and expanding as Father Pe-
ter Santandreau and Kathy Waite have become very cre-
ative in reaching out to various age groups (Junior High, 
High and College) to share discussions, play games, en-
joy some pizza, and reflect on scripture study.  

 Another exciting note is the outstanding work and 
planning of our Parish Liturgy Committee, making sure 
the atmosphere of the church is enhanced for all the litur-
gical seasons of the year.  

 Our Catholic School continues to be the largest 
Catholic School and leader in our diocese, as we develop 
all of our students, academically, spiritually, physically 
and athletically.  

 On a sad note, Mr. James Mulé resigned as principal 
after 24 years in June, moving to a position with the Buf-
falo Public School System. We extend our thanks and 
wish him well in his new adventure.  

 The Search Committee and I worked quickly, and 
are happy to announce that Mr. Scott Kapperman has 
become the new Principal of St. Amelia School, effec-
tive August 1, 2019. 

 Life in the Rectory was full of life as seminarian 
Ryan Keating spent his pastoral year here with us. Ryan 
has now returned to Christ the King Seminary to contin-
ue his academic requirements in preparation for his ordi-
nation to the Diaconate in September 2020. 

 More excitement for St. Amelia’s: A parish son, 
Christopher Emminger was ordained to the Transitional 
Diaconate on May 25, 2019. Deacon Emminger is com-
pleting his academic requirements at Christ the King in 
preparation for Ordination to the Priesthood on June 6, 
2020.  

 On June 7, 2020, Rev. Christopher Emminger will 
celebrate his first mass here as priest at St Amelia 
Church at 11:00 am., with a reception to follow in the 

School Gym. I encourage everyone to pray for these men 
and put the dates in your calendar, and plan on attending 
these wonderful sacramental celebrations in support of 
them. 

 Caring for a complex as large as St. Amelia’s can be 
a daunting task, with all the needs and demands the 
buildings require to be cared for properly. Over the past 
months, we have discovered that some of our older par-
ish buildings are in need of major repairs that must be 
attended to. 

 These include: School Roof Replacement August 
2019 ($400,000), the Church Roof Replacement to be 
scheduled for July 2020 ($500,000); the Parking Lot near 
the rear entrance of the school needs replacing at a cost 
of $30,000, as well as other needs and updates for our 
facilities.  

 All I ask of every parishioner is to continue to sup-
port St. Amelia Parish to the best of every person’s abil-
ity and means. I am grateful to all who consistently sup-
port the work and growth of St. Amelia Parish. 

 Ministry is a key part of the life of every parish. Mr. 
Brian Ruh, after many years as pastoral associate here, 
has chosen to take on a new adventure in ministry and 
move to another parish community. We thank Brian for 
his many years of service and ministry here.  

 Father Peter and I are searching for a qualified per-
son to fill this role and join our team, as we build up our 
parish community. No decision has been made on his 
replacement as of the printing of this issue. 

 I am so pleased to be your pastor, and serving for 
and with you, that I want you to know how grateful I am 
for all of you.  

 My priesthood is energized daily through our cele-
brations of the Eucharist and sacraments; sharing and 
working with each of you; having time to relax and value 
each other, and support each other through the ups and 
downs of life, so as to be able to grow stronger.  

 Please remember that I am always here to serve you, 
and my door is always open to you. We all need to do 
our part in making St Amelia – the Parish Community 
people want to come and celebrate in and with, for “All 
Are Welcome Here.” May God bless you all. 

Life at St Amelia Parish - A Great Parish to be Pastor  
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          Long-Time School Principal Jim Mule΄ Moves On from SAS 

 For many St. Amelia 
parishioners, Jim Mulé is 
the only school principal 
they have ever known. But 
time marches on, and even-
tually all things change, es-
pecially those things related 
to people.  

 After 24 years of being 
a standout Principal at St. 
Amelia School, the man 
who has done so much to 
make SAS a school of ex-
cellence has decided to 
move on to the next phase 
of his life, working in the 
Public School system as a 
Grant Administrator. 

 When he was hired by 
Fr. Bigelow in 1995, the 
school had a mere 352 stu-
dents, as compared to the 
610 students it now accom-
modates. Taking over from 
Sr. Rachel, he was joined about a month later in the par-
ish by Fr. Tom Maloney, whom he always jokingly 
claimed to have seniority over.  

 “I remember the main challenges were to build and 
maintain enrolment, to certify teachers, and to establish 
the school as a first-class educational institution, all on a 
limited budget,” says Jim.  

 The success of his efforts is very easy to measure, by 
anyone’s standards. In 1999, SAS was awarded the cov-
eted distinction of being a National School of Excellence, 
after which it was also designated a NYS School of Ex-
cellence, and was also fully accredited by Middle States 
Accredited.  

 “We’re not your grandmother’s Catholic School,” he 
points out. “We offer dance, drama, music, choir, and a 
lot more elective classes than schools of the past would 
have.” 

 In 2011, Jim was invited to the White House after 
winning the Distinguished Principal Award, and he  at-
tended a reception, in then Secretary of State Hilary Clin-
ton’s office. “It was gratifying of course to be recognized 
– but I did have a lot of help from the clergy, the faculty, 
and all the school parents,” he recalls.  

 So why is Jim Mulé moving 
on after having achieved such 
extraordinary success at St. 
Amelia School?  

 “The funny thing about it 
was that I wasn’t really looking 
for a job – I was approached by 
some people who had this oppor-
tunity available, and they felt I 
would be a good fit for it. After 
giving it some prayer and 
thought, it seemed to me like 
now was a good time to step 
away from the busy schedule of 
a school Principal, and slow 
down and smell the coffee.” 

 When asked what he would 
miss most about his time as SAS 
Principal, Jim got reflective. 
“Without a doubt, I’ll miss the 
daily interaction with the stu-
dents, with whom I just loved to 
exchange daily ‘words of wis-
dom’.  

 I’ll also really miss the entire staff, because they 
came to be my extended family, and it’s always very 
hard to let go of family members.” 

 What would Jim Mulé like to pass along to St. Ame-
lia parishioners as he steps away from the job he mas-
tered for more than two decades?  

 “The one over-riding sentiment I have is that I am 
just so grateful for having had this opportunity, and I 
would like to genuinely thank the great people of this 
parish for giving me the chance to serve as their Princi-
pal.  

 We accomplished a great deal during these past 24 
years, and I couldn’t have done it without the tremendous 
support of so many wonderful folks. It really was a great 
run.” 

Note: On Sunday, September 8th, following the 11:00 
a.m. Mass, the St. Amelia Parish and School Family 
will hold a reception on school grounds to say 
‘farewell’ to Jim Mule, in honor of his 24 years of ser-
vice here. All are welcome to attend, and to wish Jim 
success in all his future endeavors. 
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                     Youth Ministry and Young Adult Ministry Engage in Acts of Faith 

Upcoming events for Young Adults this Fall: 

Young Adult Bible Study  -  We will be continuing our journey through Mark’s 
Gospel in September. Don’t worry if you haven’t attended before, new people 
are always welcome. We meet Monday nights at 7:30 in the St. Amelia’s crying 
room. Join us on September  9th, and bring your Bible! For more information, 
contact Fr. Peter Santandreu at 836-0011, or at psantandreu@stamelia.com. 

September 27th  -  Soccer game at 6:00 p.m. vs. St. Benedict’s young adults. 
Game will be played at St. Amelia’s outdoors, unless there is inclement weather, 
in which case it will be in the Gym. Bring a dish to pass, soccer skills, and all 
your ringer friends. Hotdogs to follow the game, so bring your friends! 

 

 

October 25th  -  Meet us at the church parking lot to carpool to beautiful East Aurora.  Hike the wooded trails be-
hind the Seminary, and enjoy the changing of the leaves. Afterward, we’ll stop at a coffee shop and the famous Vid-
ler’s store. 

November 22nd  -  Soup Wars! Meet us at 6:00 p.m. in the School Cafeteria to create a soup that will compete 
against St. Greg’s Young Adult soups. We’ll enjoy a delicious soup dinner afterward, and the leftovers will feed 
Outreach volunteers. 

Young adults 18-40 are invited to join us for any or all of these events, they are planned with you in mind!  If 
you have questions, call/text 716-491-8269 or email us anytime at youngadults@stamelia.com. 

Upcoming events for High School teens this Fall:  

 

LEAD:  Topic-driven multimedia presentation in the cafeteria, with 
leadership opportunities, games in the gym, and pizza.  Meet us Sept. 
8th, Oct. 6th, Nov. 3rd, and Dec. 1st, from 7:30-9:00 p.m.  

LIGHTHOUSE BLEND:  Coffee drinks, tea, cocoa, snacks, movies 
or videos and discussion.  Join us in the Lighthouse on Sept. 15th, Oct. 
20th, Nov. 17th, and Dec. 15th, from noon-2:00 p.m.  

SERVICE NIGHT:  Meet in church parking lot by 3:00 to carpool to 
St. Luke's Mission of Mercy on Sept. 29th, Oct. 27th, Nov. 24th, and 
Dec. 8th, returning by 7:00 p.m.  We will be preparing food for the 
week, and you can earn 4 hours each month. Permission slips found 
at stamelia.com, youth tab.  

Upcoming events for Middle School teens this Fall:  

 

ROOTED - A great night of fun, faith-filled activities just for Grades 6, 7, and 8.  We will meet in the gym from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. Sept. 15th and Dec. 15th. Come and see what Fr. Peter has planned for these events, and bring your 
friends!  

Young Adults hike to the Eternal Flame 
at Chestnut Ridge Park on July 26th.  

Before and After photos of one of the many 
projects undertaken by Wednesdays With 
Service Volunteers. 
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           Brian Ruh, Pastoral Associate, Takes Leave of St. Amelia’s 

  Brian Ruh was first hired in August 
of 1995, as the Youth Minister at St. 
Amelia’s, and remained until August of 
2000, when he and his wife Trish were 
first beginning their family.  

 He went to St. Joseph’s Collegiate 
Institute as their Campus Minister, but 
returned to St. Amelia’s as Youth Minis-
ter again, in July 2004. Then in 2006, Sr. 
Jeanne Thomas, RSM, was asked to ful-
fill some Administrative duties of her 
order, and the position of Pastoral Asso-
ciate became vacant. In July of 2006, Brian stepped in to 
become the full-time Pastoral Associate.  

 As part of his Master’s Studies at Christ the King 
Seminary, he had an internship at Nativity of Our Lord in 
Orchard Park with their Youth Minister, David O’Bri-
en. Brian noticed that these teens had a wonderfully genu-
ine, deep love for our Lord, and he could tell they were on 
fire with their faith. Something ‘clicked’ inside Brian too 
at that time, and he thought to himself, “If they can do it, 
so can I!” 

 Before he married Trish, he would travel from the 
southtowns on Sundays, to pick her up around the Univer-
sity District, and go to Mass somewhere in the area. A 
friend of both invited them to St. Amelia’s, just to check 
it out. As they entered from the Eggert Rd. door and 
walked down the aisle, they both felt welcomed and very 
comfortable. Ever since that moment, they have been 
proud to call St. Amelia Parish their home.  

 Brian has a wealth of great 
memories and experiences with St. 
Amelia Parish, and he considers it 
very  difficult to find room to men-
tion them all. Going to World 
Youth Days in Paris, France in 
1997 would rank within his Top 
Three experiences though. There 
were 15 people who travelled from 
St.Amelia with the Diocese of Buf-
falo (3 adults, 12 teens) to pray 
with John Paul II.  

 They had been preparing for this pilgrimage well 
over a year before they actually departed. The group 
would gather and pray together at least once a week. They 
also committed to endless fund-raisers to help meet their  
goals.  

 Brian is very much looking forward to the challenges 
he expects to face at St. Gregory the Great Parish. He is 
also eagerly anticipating the prospect of forming new 
friendships as he gets to know and serve the people of 
that parish. He expects to expand his understanding and 
his involvement with evangelization as well. Through all 
his activities and participation in parish functions, he 
looks forward to building up the Body of Christ.  

 For all those people whom Brian and his family have 
touched throughout the years, he asks you not to worry 
about completely losing touch. Even though professional-
ly, he is moving on to St. Gregory the Great, he and his 
family intend to remain at St. Amelia Parish, which they 
all consider to be Home.   

                 New Women’s Ministry Being Formed at St. Amelia’s 

 A new women’s ministry is being formed at St. 
Amelia’s, and it will be known as ‘Wine, Women, and 
the Word’. It will provide a solid counterpoint to the sim-
ilar men’s ministry ‘Beer and Bible Study’, which is 
overseen by parishioner Walt Sisto.  

 Both these ministries delve into the Word of God in 
an informal setting, while participants enjoy a beverage 
or two, if they so desire.  

 The women’s ministry will be administered by Ar-
lene  Meyerhofer, who also works in the Rectory during 
the week. The first session of Wine, Women, and the 
Word will begin on September 24th, and will be held for 
eight consecutive Tuesday evenings, culminating on No-
vember 12th.  

 Meetings will be in the Lighthouse, and the cost to 
parishioners will be $25, so as to cover the cost of jour-
nals which accompany the course.  

 This first session will explore a Jeff Cavins video 
series entitled “Wisdom  -  God’s Vision for Life”, which 
is an 8-part Bible study hosted by the renowned Bible 
scholar.  

 Attendees can contact the Parish Office to register 
for the course anytime during the week. 
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THRU THE LENS 

Activities from School Days in June 2019. 

The St. Amelia Young Adult 
team faces off against St. 
Greg’s young adults in a kick-
ball match, with Fr. Sibby ob-
serving the action. 

Graduates from 2019 St. Amelia 8th grade class. 

Ryan Keating (center, right) completed his pastoral year at St. 
Amelia’s and returned to CTK Seminary. Here he is flanked by 
Deacon Denning Achidi, Fr. Peter Santandreu, Kathy Waite, 
and Brad Millette. 

Fr. Sibby welcomes new School Princi-
pal, Scott Kapperman to St. Amelia’s. 

One of the final performances of the Folk Group, led by Sharon Darisse, at 
the Saturday 7:00 p.m. Mass. This Mass was discontinued as of July. 
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Robert P. Goodwin, Esq.

400 Rand Building
14 Lafayette Square

Buffalo, NY
(716) 856-1636

WALSH ROBERTS & GRACE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Northtowns Plumber/Handyman 
licensed and insuredMalecki

H O M E  S E RV I C E S ,  L LC
 716.370.0795
 (CELL/TEXT: 716.228.5039)
High Quality Workmanship at Affordable Prices
www.maleckihomeservices.com

 Vinyl Replacement Windows & Siding
 TORO, TECUMSEH, STIHL SAWS
 751 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst

Jeff Chameli 832-9310

 • Prompt Efficient
 Service
 • Sump Pumps
 • Water Heaters

Licensed & Insured
716-695-1479
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    Postmaster:  Please deliver by Sept. 2nd 

 Our Cub Scout Pack is starting a new year of 
scouting on Sept 11th, 6:30 p.m. at St Amelia’s in the 
school gym. We meet most Wednesdays from Septem-
ber through May at 6:30 PM, and the Troop meets at 
7:00 p.m.  If you can't meet at this time, catch us at the 
next meeting. You are welcome to join anytime.  

 Boys and girls from K through 5th grade can join 
the Pack, and 6th graders and up can join the Troop. 
Whether you are a member of St Amelia’s or not, you 
are welcome to join. Whether you are home-schooled, 
or attend a public school or private school, all are wel-
come to join us. 

 We have a full year of activities planned, from 
camping, to hiking, crafts, games, advancement in 
rank, the Pinewood Derby, field trips, and celebrating 
Scout Sunday.  

 For more information, contact:  

 Pack 529 - Tom Johnson - 474-6422 

 Troop 529  -  Jim Mohr  -  830-9694 

   

                  St. Amelia Boy Scouts Encourage New Participants 


