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                                 Ways to Give This Holiday Season 

                                    

“When tough times arrive, you can always count on God for comfort and support.” - M.B. 

“I am ready to become an adult in the church, and fully commit myself to my faith and God.” - O.B. 

“As part of God's plan, I will carry on this faith journey, as Godmother to my baby cousin.” N.C. 

“I hope to better serve Christ and His Church by becoming an Extraordinary Minister.” - S.D. 

“I believe in the Catholic Church and in spreading the word of God.” - M.J. 

“After Confirmation, I want my faith to influence my actions.” - M.B. 

 This is the time of year when charity really comes to 
the forefront for most people, and it’s the time of year 
when many people think more about those who have 
very little in their lives.  

 The simplest little gift can go a long way toward 
making some unfortunate person feel better for a little 
while, and to experience the joy of the season in their 
own way. Here are some ways we as parishioners can 
help make that happen. 

1. The Giving Tree  -  choose a gift tag on the tree for a 
specific individual, buy them a present and wrap it, 
then put it under the tree by December 15th. This will 
help someone who might otherwise go without for 
Christmas. 

2. Eucharistic ministers and lectors  -  give our time 
and effort to serve at the Celebration of the Mass. 

3. St. Vincent de Paul Society  -  Christmas baskets are 

prepared every year for the less fortunate. We can 
donate food, money, or clothing. 

4. Outreach  -  We can volunteer for sorting goods, 
making crafts, and driving those without transporta-
tion to locations they need to get to. You can also 
donate various goods needed by others in the parish 
and outside it, e.g. medical equipment, clothing, pots, 
and pans. 

5. Religious Education collection  -  Each year, we 
collect mittens, hats, scarves, socks, to be distributed 
to those who can’t afford them, and who really need 
such articles. 

6. Prayer  -   Pray for the sick, the deceased, and all 
those in need of prayer. There will be a National 
Night of Prayer for Life on December 8th. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament will begin at 7:00 p.m., and 
the service will conclude at 11:00 p.m.  

 On November 7th, Bishop Edward Grosz celebrated 
the Sacrament of Confirmation with over 50 of our teen-
agers, and four adults who have been prayerfully prepar-
ing for this Sacrament.  

 It was inspiring to see our young people commit to 
this significant moment in their lives as Catholics. The 
following are some of the testimonies that the confirmed 
young people shared with us, when asked what it means 
to be receiving this Sacrament. 

                                    What it Means to be Confirmed 
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 The final months of every year traditionally give us 
opportunities to experience thanksgiving, blessings, and 
gifts of all kinds. It has been an exciting time in the life 
of St Amelia’s Parish, for we have improved our wor-
ship space and Mass schedule so as to give greater hon-
or, glory, and praise to our God as a Parish Family.  

 But there have also been moments of difficulty and 
frustration as we witnessed the Clergy Abuse Crisis; the 
questioning of leadership within the diocese; a loss of 
support from some laity in the practicing of their faith 
and financial support of the parish.  

 These have been tough times, but they have also 
been times for us as a Church to remain strong, to stay 
and fight for our faith, and for one another. 

 We’ve recently finished the celebration of Thanks-
giving, which for many has become the best opportunity 
for families to thank God for their blessings. These first 
few years of ministry as your pastor here at St. Amelia’s 
have been a time of thanks for me as well.   

 We are deeply involved in Advent, to prepare our-
selves to receive God’s greatest gift – His Son. As you 
know, I recently made my annual priest’s retreat, where I 
gave thanks and praise to God for all of you, my parish-
ioners and friends at St. Amelia’s.  

 I’d like to add another measure of thanks, this one to 
you personally – the parishioners of St. Amelia. I want 
to thank you for so many things: the way you live your 
faith weekly; your response to our Stewardship of Treas-
ure; and your enthusiasm and charity in ministering to 
the poor. 

 I would also like to thank you for your openness in 
promoting:  “All are Welcome Here” at St. Amelia; your 
dedication to the youth, as evidenced in the growth of 
our Catholic School, and in the sacramental celebrations 
of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

 Above all, I would like to thank you for giving your 
time, talent, and treasure, as we build up the Body of 
Christ here together. I can’t tell you what a difference 
your commitment means. I want to add words of Thanks 
and Appreciation for the gift of our Parochial Vicar - Fa-
ther Peter Santandreu who ministers with me as priest, 
brother, and friend, and is a source of strength and bless-
ing as we serve you, the people of God here at St. Ame-
lia.  

 As we look to the New Year 2020, I ask all of us 
this question: “Am I doing all I can in sharing my gifts 
with my Church and fellow parishioners?”  

 What is your answer to this question? We the St. 
Amelia Parish Team and Staff need everyone to do all 
they can. Please consider being more active and involved 
in the life and ministries of St. Amelia Parish.  

 I say to you: you have the gifts, so please come for-
ward and use them to minister in the church. Meister 
Eckhart said: “If the only prayer you said was ‘thank 
you’, that would be enough.”  

 Please know of my continued prayers and personal 
thanks for each of you. 

                                     Rev. Sebastian C. Pierro, Pastor  

              Using the Terrific Catholic Resources Available on ‘Formed’ 

 St. Amelia Parish has renewed their subscription 
with the Augustine Institute so that parishioners will be 
able to continue utilizing all the family-friendly resources 
available at the Formed website. You’ll be able to view 
the entire Symbolon series, which explains the Catholic 
faith in detail.  

 You’ll also have access to free movies, e-books, and 
some excellent programs such as Bishop Barron’s series, 
“Catholicism.”   

 On the Formed platform, you can create your own 
login, which allows you to access the site whenever you 

want, using any kind of device which has a browser and 
can connect to the Internet.  

 All you have to do is go to Formed.org and click on 
the SIGN UP square. Then click on the third option 
which says, “I belong to a parish or organization.”  

 Type in “St. Amelia”, and click on that box to enter 
your name and e-mail, and that’s it  -  you are registered! 
There is no longer any need for a specific code which has 
to be entered. Whenever you return to the Formed web-
site you will automatically be logged in, and you’ll be 
ready to enjoy all the wonderful Catholic resources!  
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                                         Ordination Class of 2020 

 We as a Parish, have much to celebrate and give 
thanks to God for in this New Year 2020, as our fellow 
parishioner, Rev. Mr. Christopher Emminger, will be or-
dained to the Priesthood along with Rev. Mr. Denning 
Achidi. I ask everyone to please mark their calendars 
with these important dates and times: 

 Saturday, June 6, 2020 at 9:30 am - Priesthood Or-
dination of Rev. Mr. Christopher Emminger, and Rev. 
Mr. Denning Achidi at St Joseph Cathedral by Bishop 
Richard Malone. 

 Sunday, June 7, 2020 – Rev. Christopher Emminger 
will celebrate his First Mass of Thanksgiving as a Priest 
at the 11:00 a.m. Mass at St Amelia Church, with a re-
ception to follow in the School Gym. 

 All are welcome to attend these celebrations, and 
to support these young men in their vocational jour-
ney of service to the Church! 

                     Welcome to our New Director of Pastoral Ministry 

 We were delighted to welcome Eileen Warner to the 
St. Amelia Team as our new Director of Pastoral Minis-
try this past September. She 
earned her Master’s degree from 
Christ the King Seminary, and 
spent a number of years teach-
ing Theology courses at Canisi-
us College.   

 Eileen also has over ten 
years of experience serving in 
parish ministry and leading 
evangelization initiatives.  

 She served in diocesan min-
istry for over 12 years as con-
sultant for parish ministry to 
youth and young adults, which 
involved working with dozens 
of parishes throughout our Dio-
cese.  

 Eileen most recently served 
as the Director of Mission and Formation Faculty mem-
ber at Christ the King Seminary for the past four years. 

 We look forward to her support of our many parish 

ministries, and envision her coordinating parish Advent 
and Lenten programs and parish prayer celebrations.  

 We are excited to have 
her share her breadth of 
experience and great faith 
and prayer life with our St. 
Amelia community.  

  Eileen and her husband 
Deacon Bob Warner have 
always enjoyed being en-
gaged in parish ministry 
while raising their four 
grown children.  

 Eileen says she most 
looks forward to working 
alongside parishioners en-
gaged in ministry and as-
sisting in calling forth the 
gifts of parishioners and 
volunteers, as we engage 

our parish community in prayer, worship, and service to 
others. 
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               How Much do you Know About our Holy Name Society? 

 

• Built the parish shelter on the Back 40 

• Added, upgraded, repaired the electrical system in the Parish Shelter at least four times (sometimes due to van-

dalism) 

• Built the service center bar in Don Miller Hall 

• Contributed more than $70,000 back to the parish and school from proceeds of the Dream Vacation Raffle 

• Awarded regular scholarships to those going on to Catholic Schools 

• Donated to the Tuition Assistance program at St. Amelia’s 

• Make regular donations to the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

• Donate  to the St. Amelia Youth Ministry, Catholic Charities, St. Luke’s Mission, and other organizations 

• Maintains a Veteran’s Committee to assist veterans 

• Donated to help with renovations for the Lighthouse 

• Donate to the school and the parish regularly, as various  needs arise 

• Donate time and talents to the school and parish when needed 

• Run a T-Ball program for the parish youth 

• Assist with the Easter Egg Hunt each year 

• Help out on Monte Carlo nights for the parish 

• Operate the Split Club during Pot O’ Gold night, but take none of the proceeds from the Split Club sales 

• Help with carrying the Cross on Good Fridays 

• Provide a coffee and donut social for the parish each month 

• Assisted at Jammin’ in June, and now the Summer Sendoff or Fall Festival 

 There are probably a great many St. Amelia parish-

ioners who don’t know much about our Holy Name Soci-

ety, other than it’s comprised of a great group of faith-

filled men who do some good things for the parish.  

 But what are all those ‘good  things’? Here is a list 

of some of the contributions made by this wonderful or-

ganization in the years since it first began supporting St. 

Amelia’s. 
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                        Upcoming St. Amelia Youth Activities and Events 

Middle School 

On January 26th and March 15th, join us for S.A.L.T., which is a terrific Youth Group just for Middle School stu-
dents. There are always lots of fun games, faith-filled activities, and plenty of food! The fun begins in the Gym at 6:30 
p.m. and shifts to the Cafeteria by 8:00 p.m. Parents are welcome to sit in and observe all the great activities. 

High School 

LEAD will take place January 12th, February 9th, and March 8th, at 7:30 p.m., beginning in the Crying Room. We 
continue on with great discussions, leadership opportunities, games, and food in the Lighthouse. (see the special LEAD 

article below). 

Lighthouse Blend  
 
This is a coffeehouse atmosphere for high school teens.  We will meet after 11:00 Mass on January 26th, February 
23rd, and March 22nd in Meeting Room B of the Lighthouse for coffee/tea/cocoa, snacks, videos, movies, discus-
sions, and more.  
 
Service Day  

This will be at St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy, and will take place on on January 5th, March 1st, and March 29th.  Teens 
in Grades 8-12, meet us in the church parking lot at 2:00 p.m. to carpool to St. Luke’s and volunteer with meal prepa-
rations for the week. We will return by 6:00 p.m., and you will earn 4 service hours. Permission slips are found 
at stamelia.com, under the Youth tab, or you can fill one out when you meet us.  Limit of 8 teens!  

Young Adults   
 
St. Amelia's young adults met November 22nd for a soup cook-off against St. Gregory the Great's young adults, and 
their ‘Zuppa Toscana’ WON!  Afterward, they recreated the famous scene of the Last Supper. All young adults are 
invited to our annual Epiphany Luncheon on January 5th at noon in the cafeteria.  Afterward, there will be board 
games and our famous Nerf War!  Friends are welcome, but please RSVP to youngadults@stamelia.com. 

 LEAD always begins with praise and worship music 
before the Blessed Sacrament. For half an hour every 
time we meet, we begin this way. Before our last meet-
ing, a group of young people appeared at the church door 
looking to talk to a priest.  

 I happened to be there setting up for LEAD, so we 
talked. The group admitted that they had been playing 
with a Ouija board and had been frightened by their expe-
rience, so they decided to come to a church and get a 
blessing.  

 I told them LEAD would be starting soon, and that 
they could stay for the adoration portion, which they did. 
As we neared the end of our time with Jesus, I offered a 
blessing to the group, gave them the Benediction, and 
sent them on their way.  

 Later that night, the group of us who actually came 
for LEAD reflected on the graced nature of this encoun-
ter. We marveled at how a group of kids on a Sunday 
night, when most churches are closed, happened to find 
one that was open with a priest on hand, and the oppor-
tunity for Eucharistic Adoration, right when they needed 
it.  

 LEAD is a new endeavor and has been admittedly 
light on attendance, but it does appear to be cooperating 
with the will of the Holy Spirit. God never demanded 
worldly success, great numbers, or flashy programs.  

 He only asked us to remain faithful to His will in our 
lives. LEAD strives to give our high school-aged youth 
the opportunity to do just that.  

                                                 A Recent LEAD Encounter   by Fr. Peter Santandreau 



Page  6                              The Ameliorator           December-January-February 2019 

 

THRU THE LENS 

The Retreat for the Confirmation Class of St. Amelia’s 

Fr. Sibby receives Offertory Gifts at the 
School Mass 

Learning about squirrels in 
class at St. Amelia’s 

Young adults preparing the winning soup recipe during 
a Soup Competition with St. Greg’s. 

Older students show off their Halloween costumes in 
the annual SAS costume parade. 

Students do their part in the annual Race for 
Education, to raise money for the school. This 
year’s race was very successful in raising need-
ed funds for St. Amelia School. 
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THIS SPACE IS

Robert P. Goodwin, Esq.

400 Rand Building
14 Lafayette Square

Buffalo, NY
(716) 856-1636

WALSH ROBERTS & GRACE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

 Vinyl Replacement Windows & Siding
 TORO, TECUMSEH, STIHL SAWS
 751 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst

Jeff Chameli 832-9310

 • Prompt Efficient
 Service
 • Sump Pumps
 • Water Heaters

Licensed & Insured
716-695-1479



The Ameliorator is the bi-monthly publication of Saint Amelia Church.  We mail it to members of our Saint Amelia Family, that is, regis-

tered parishioners, adult alumni of our school, and parents of children who attend our school.  We also send it to people who live in the 

geographical area served by our Church, in order to keep them informed about who we are and what we are doing.  If you do not wish 

to receive The Ameliorator, you can have your name deleted from our mailing list by simply calling 716-836-0011. 

 

 

 

bi-monthly newsletter from Saint Amelia Church 
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Editor : Ken Lashway      Email : klashway52@gmail.com 
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    Postmaster:  Please deliver by Dec. 6th 

                                 Advent Celebrations and Mass Schedule 

                         Special Events 

                     Saturday, December 7th  

Advent Fellowship Celebration, and tree-lighting after 4:30 p.m. 
Mass 

 

                      Sunday, December 8th  

National Night of Prayer for Life in Church, from 7:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m. 

 

                  Wednesday, December 11th  

Parish Penance Service with 12 Guest Priests, starting at 7:00 
p.m. 

 

                  Thursday, December 12th  

School Christmas Pageant in the Church 12:45 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. 

 

                     Sunday, December 15th 

Advent Lessons & Carols Evening of Prayer and Song  6:30 p.m. 

               Mass Schedule 

                      Tuesday, December 24th 

Regular daily Mass at 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Vigil Masses at 4:30 p.m.,7:00 p.m., and 10:00 p.m. 

 

                    Wednesday, December 25th 

Christmas Day Masses at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 

 

                       Tuesday, December 31st 

Regular daily Mass at 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Day Vigil Masses in honor of Mary, Mother of God, at 4:30 
p.m. 

 

                    Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

Holy Day Masses in honor of Mary, Mother of God, at 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. 

Visit Us Online: 

www.stamelia.com 

www.stameliaschool.org 

Follow us on Social Media: 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram  


